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12.7 - 20/137 – FEE RELIEF OPTIONS 

Responsible Officer: Director Corporate 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to provide information to Council pursuant to resolution 

20/118 at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 27 May on: 

1. the costs of providing relief for all users of Council facilities, who have been unable to 

use those facilities; and 

2. the possible financial assistance that can be given to all businesses that have been 

mandatorily closed down as a result of COVID 19 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council:  

 

(a) reviews and notes the report; and 

(b) Council considers the findings as part of its 2020/2021 budget deliberations. 

 

REPORT/SUMMARY/BACKGROUND 

Council has requested a report on the cost of providing relief for all users of Council 

facilities who have been unable to use those facilities as a consequence of closure due 

to coronavirus. 

 

Council operates sporting facilities on a casual / per event fee basis and on annual 

seasonal basis.   

 

Fee relief for facilities is relevant to the annual / seasonal users who are charged the 

following fees in respect of the 2019/2020 financial year: 
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Council may elect to rebate part or all of the fees paid by the above sporting groups for 

the financial year and the maximum cost would be $42,555.18 if the full year’s fees were 

to be rebated. 

 

Council also leases out a number of premises and is aware of at least 1 commercial 

premises which was closed for a period due to Covid-19 restrictions. Under legislative 

provisions for landlord/tenant rental negotiations, Council agreed to rental concessions 

on a number of commercial and other leasehold premises where tenants were able to 

demonstrate financial hardship due to the pandemic. 

 

The value of the rental concessions brought to book by Council has to date been 

$4,400.  This has been across a small number of commercial health service and not for 

profit community organisations directly impacted by the Covid-19 shutdowns.  

 

A small number of commercial businesses seeking rental concessions were requested to 

provide evidence that their business was affected financially but did not respond further. 

 

The maximum value of rental concessions for affected properties is estimated at the 

value disclosed, $4,400. 

 

Extension of the ability of councils to waive or reduce fees 

Council’s main area of revenue aside from development and building fees is food 

licencing fees, a business area particularly impacted by Covid-19.  Year-to-date 

revenue from food inspections prior to the pandemic totalled $11,587 (annualised 

estimate $19,225). No revenue from inspections has been brought to book since the 

commencement of lock-down restrictions in March, 2020. 

Under provisions introduced by the NSW Government, Councils’ ability to waive or 

reduce fees has been extended as follows: 

• The application of section 610E of the Act has been broadened to allow councils 

to waive or reduce fees under a newly established “COVID-19” category, which 

has been added to the Regulation. 

• This means that councils can immediately apply the waiver or reduction without 

establishing a new category or going through the normal public notice 

requirements of section 610E(2) for adding new categories. 

• Councils may choose to apply such a waiver or reduction, for example, in cases 

where a business has seen significantly reduced income as a result of COVID-19. 

The application of any such waiver or reduction of fees is voluntary and is 

decision for each council based on local circumstances. 

• Councils do not need to resolve to waive or reduce fees under the “COVID-19” 

category if the existing powers delegated to the General Manager include the 

power to determine a new category in which a council may waive or reduce 

fees. 

 

In the event that Council were to apply the Covid-19 Waiver or reduction provisions in full 

to food inspections for the next budget year, an annual reduction in fees of up to 

$19,225 may be expected.  Council may decide to reduce the fess on a partial basis. 
 

ATTACHMENTS:  

Nil 
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POLICY AND LEGISLATION 

Local Government Act 

Local Government (General) Regulation 

 

COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN LINKAGE 

 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

$61,780 in total concessions 

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

The economic welfare of the Hilltops business community may be diminished during the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

CONSULTATION AND TIMING 

Council and Budget 

 

 


