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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Freight and Transport Study will develop a long-term strategic plan to ensure Council can appropriately respond to 
the challenges of managing and supporting freight within their transport system. The Study will establish a fine-grained 
freight network hierarchy and propose a series of short, medium, and long term actions. The Study is also intended to 
inform the development and preparation of a new Local Environmental Plan (LEP) for the Hilltops Council area.  

Accordingly, the objectives for the study are to: 

• Recognise the strategic transport and freight links to support economic growth in Hilltops Local Government 
Area (LGA); 

• Identify specific needs and opportunities of the freight and logistics sector to generate growth within Hilltops 
LGA; 

• Identify suitable locations and areas within Hilltops LGA that provide for freight needs in a sustainable manner; 
and 

• Contribute to Hilltops Local Strategic Planning Statement and make recommendations for the land use planning 
framework to accommodate the identified growth opportunities of existing and emerging freight and logistic 
industry in Hilltops region that can be implemented in short, medium, and long term with a specific focus on the 
Hilltops LEP. 

This Report presents a future transport network informed by a thorough gap analysis, with consolidated findings from 
research and analysis undertaken to identify and map the existing freight and transport infrastructure and confirm the 
current demand on the network. 

Strategic needs identified for the network inform the Vision and Goals to guide development of the future transport 
network. This Report also identifies a strategic direction of the future of the transport network, particularly freight, and 
identifies potential actions that address the strategic needs and contribute to achieving the Vision and Goals. 

This Report identifies actions and recommendations to assist Council in achieving the Vision and Goals set for the future 
transport network in Hilltops. 

KEY TRANSPORT NETWORKS 
Hilltops is strategically located in the broader region with access via the State Highway network, the Regional Road 
network and the Main South Railway Line to key population centres such as Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne and 
international ports and airports. The transport network in Hilltops consists of: 

• a network of state, regional and local roads, many of which support heavy vehicle movements; 

• a rail network with two active rail lines, including one planned for upgrade as part of the Inland Rail Project, and 
a number decommissioned rail lines and spurs; 

• passenger transport services including a regional train and coach network, community transport services and 
taxis in the township of Young; and 

• Air transport with Young Airport available for smaller private planes and charters and Canberra Airport within 2 
hours driving distance. 

DEMAND 
The road and rail network in Hilltops is required to support the needs of a population of over 18,000 as well as a range of 
agricultural, food processing, mining and manufacturing businesses. Access to goods and services, such as health and 
education, is also important for the local community and is a significant need driving demand and use of the transport 
network. There are a number of strategic routes that pass through the Hilltops region and travel through the townships 
such as Young, Harden-Murrumburrah, and Boorowa carrying through traffic travelling north-south and east-west. 

Demand on the network is driven by a number of factors, such as the needs of various road users and the requirement for 
the movement of people and goods. Access to markets and services, such as health and education, are essential to the 
businesses that operate and the community that live in Hilltops. 
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There are five primary user groups utilising the road transport network across the Hilltops LGA - drivers of heavy freight 
vehicles, light commercial vehicles, commuters both local and long distance, long distance travellers, local township 
journeys and drive tourists. Across the user groups there are consistent priorities that arise – travel time, access to good 
and services, safe travel and good road condition. 

The movement of freight relating to agriculture and food production is considered the primary transport need in the 
Hilltops region as it is central to the economic prosperity of the area and the ability of the region to support the resident 
population. Additionally, a network that efficiently and effectively services freight demand will also provide benefits for 
the broader community in terms of improved road condition, travel time improvements and better road user experience. 

STRATEGIC NEEDS 
The identification of strategic needs for the freight and transport network servicing Hilltops has been informed by findings 
of the context analysis, analysis of available data, discussions with key State and Council stakeholders and members of the 
community as part of consultation activities, and the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats identified in the 
SWOT analysis. 

Three strategic needs have been identified and refined in partnership with Council officers. These strategic needs set the 
direction for development of the Vision and Goals, as well as informing the identification and assessment of action and 
recommendations.  

1. Developing and expanding the HML and GML Networks 

2. Road safety 

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports 

FREIGHT TRANSPORT  
Based on research and analysis undertaken to support this Study it is clear that the movement of freight is a priority for 
the transport network. Hilltops exports large amounts of agricultural and mining products both interstate and 
internationally. The use of transport for freight is a vital input to value-adding and mining extraction growth 
opportunities, this will continue into the future. As a result the future transport network is focused on the movement of 
freight to support the products and produce coming out of Hilltops to access market as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
Elements of an effective and efficient freight network include: 

• increased opportunities for freight movement; 

• increased efficiency in use of road freight; 

• improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles; and 

• increased route options and opportunity for freight movements in Hilltops. 
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VISION AND GOALS 
A vision that embodies the aspirations of the Hilltops community, including local businesses is an important step in 
identifying the future transport network and provides focus that guides future planning and investment. The vision is 
supported by four goals that provide more detailed interpretation of the vision and break it down into elements that will 
ultimate achieve the vision.  

VISION 

Hilltops is a connected region with a safe, robust, and responsive transport network that supports the current and 
future access needs of the Hilltops community and local businesses and responds to the transport needs of the local 

community into the future. 

The transport network in Hilltops gives our community freedom to travel, encourages investment, and connects us to 
domestic and international markets now and into the future. 

 

GOALS 

A connected and accessible region 

The transport network provides for efficient access to 
domestic and international markets to support the 

movement of goods around, through, to and from Hilltops.  

The network provides multiple options for access with 
heavy vehicles routes that provide for efficient movements 

in terms of travel time.  

The transport network connects the townships within 
Hilltops while reinforcing access to key ports and transport 
hubs, major centres and cities such as Canberra in line with 
the hub and spoke model supported in NSW government 

strategic transport planning.  

The Hilltops community is well connected to essential 
services, such as health and education and the transport 

network supports residents to access employment. 

A robust and responsive road network 

The transport network provides reliability to the road user 
with impacts on the network being managed to minimise 
disruption and retain the movement of goods and people 

around, through, to and from Hilltops.  

The network is resilient and responsive to natural disaster 
events, with redundancies put in place to ensure the 

continued movement of time sensitive goods in these 
events.  

Operation of the network provides flexibility to 
accommodate future change in demand and be responsive 

to the needs of the local community and businesses into 
the future. 

A safe and secure transport network 

The transport network is safe and secure with a particular 
focus on ensuring the safety of road users. 

Road conditions allow for safe movement of a range of 
vehicle types.  

Conflict between road users is managed to minimise safety 
issues and protect more vulnerable road users.  

Roads are maintained and upgraded as needed to address 
road geometry challenges and provide for safe overtaking 

opportunities, intersections and access points. 

A transport network that encourages economic growth 
and investment in Hilltops 

The transport network supports the current operations and 
aspirations for growth of existing local businesses to retain 

investment.  

Strong transport connections are provided to capitalise on 
the proximity of Hilltops to domestic and international 

markets and attract new opportunities for investment and 
increased Gross Regional Product (GRP) through reduced 

supply chain costs. 
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ACTIONS 

Actions have been developed in response to the strategic needs identified through research, analysis and stakeholder 
engagement. They provide opportunities to enhance the existing transport system with a focus on the freight network.  

Transport is vital in supporting the aspirations of the Hilltops community and the ongoing operations and growth of local 
businesses. A transport network that supports the needs of the community and local businesses and responds to 
changing demand, and particularly drivers for freight movement, will support the growth of Hilltops into the future. A 
strong transport network can also be the catalyst for new investment and the attraction of new businesses and / or 
industries to Hilltops. 

It is acknowledged that the fiscal environment means Council has to do a lot more with less funding. The ongoing 
maintenance of the road network to the current standard alone requires significant investment and uses a majority of 
Council budget. As a result, funding for upgrades outside of the maintenance program are required from other sources, 
such as the State government. The Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO) is an important platform to advocate for 
funding of projects and initiatives and a number of the actions listed below are also to be included in the forthcoming 
push for funding by the CRJO. 

It is intended that the Report and the assessment and analysis undertaken will provide a solid base for Council to justify 
funding applications and assist Council in prioritising projects for funding.  

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

The recommended actions have been selected based on their capacity to contribute to respond to the strategic needs 
and achievement of the vision and goals. The recommendation actions are outlined below with the intention of forming 
the basis of a forward program of work and road map for advocacy activities. The recommended actions are split into 
three categories to reflect the type of action the are – Infrastructure, LSPS and Economic and Community Development. 
The recommended actions also have an identified timeframe of either short, medium and long term and are listed in 
order of priority according to the outcome of the evaluation.  

Table 1: Recommended actions 

ACTION PROJECT ID TIMEFRAME LEAD NEXT STEPS 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Murringo Road HML upgrade  2 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case. 

Henry Lawson Way from Young to border with 
Weddin Shire - HML upgrade 3 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Milvale Road from Young to Milvale - HML 
upgrade 6 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Bribbaree Road from Young to Bribbaree - HML 
upgrade 5 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Wombat Road between the Olympic Highway at 
Young and Burley Griffin Way at Harden 
Murrumburrah 

11 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council Preliminary design 

Continued support for proposed ARTC Inland Rail 
alignment and advocacy for exploration of 
opportunities to include new infrastructure at 
Bribbaree or Milvale. 

23 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council Continued advocacy. 

Jugiong Road HML upgrade  1 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 
Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
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ACTION PROJECT ID TIMEFRAME LEAD NEXT STEPS 

business case 

Cunningar Road from Lachlan Valley Way to 
Burley Griffin Way at Cunningar - HML upgrade 7 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 
Preliminary design.  
Funding secured. 

Realignment of Lachlan Valley Way (incl. 
provision for overtaking lanes) from Hume 
Highway to Boorowa 

19 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

State 

Detailed design, tender 
and construction. 
Confirm status with RMS. 

Realignment and upgrade of Olympic Highway 
(incl. provision for overtaking lanes and 
consideration of a heavy vehicle bypass of 
Young) from Wallendbeen to Cowra 

21 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

State Strategic planning 

Realignment and upgrade of Lachlan Valley Way 
(incl. provision for overtaking lanes) from 
Boorowa to Cowra 

20 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

State 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Upgrade of Burley Griffin Way (incl. 
provision for overtaking lanes) from Yass 
to Griffith. 

28 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

State Strategic planning 

Old Forbes Road from Henry Lawson Way to 
boundary with Weddin Shire 10 

Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Chews Lane and Murringo Gap Road from 
Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell to Murringo 
Road - HML upgrade 

4 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Moppity Road from Cunningar Road to Young 12 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

McMahons Reef Road from Burley Griffin Way to 
Jugiong - HML upgrade 8 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Continued support and advocacy for 
recommissioning and reopening of the Blayney 
to Demondrille Rail Line 

22 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

State / 
Council 

Continued advocacy 
through Lachlan Regional 
Transport Committee Inc. 
for access to ports and 
reduced freight costs. 

Continued support for proposed high speed rail 
connection between Melbourne and Sydney and 
encourage strong transport connections to 
Wagga Wagga where the station will be 
provided. 

24 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

Council 
Federal 
State 

Continued support 

LSPS/LEP RECOMMENDATIONS 

Investigate opportunities for a heavy vehicle 
transport corridor that provides an alternative to 
the Olympic Highway for north-south heavy 
vehicles movements in the vicinity of the Young 
township. 

25 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

Council Further investigation 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENT 
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ACTION PROJECT ID TIMEFRAME LEAD NEXT STEPS 

Investigate potential locations for a rest 
area on Burley Griffin Way in the vicinity 
of Harden. 

27 

Medium 
term 

(3-6 years) 

Council 
/ State 

Support and advocacy to 
RMS 

Continued support and advocacy for funding of 
the Young/Boorowa Community Transport 
Service to provide opportunities for community 
members to access services within and outside 
of the Shire. 

16 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council Continued advocacy 

Support and advocate for funding of a 
community transport service that provides the 
Harden-Murrumburrah community, and 
residents from surrounding areas with access to 
essential services within and outside of the Shire. 

17 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council Continued advocacy 

Investigate potential locations for a rest area on 
Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa.  18 

Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council/ 
State 

Support and advocacy to 
RMS 

Implement a data collection routine to 
aid in future network maintenance 
assessment and future network 
planning. 

26 
Short term 

(1-3 years) 
Council 

Create database for 
ongoing collection 

 

The recommended actions have been identified and evaluated based on desktop analysis and informed by feedback 
received through consultation with members of the community, elected representatives, and Council officers. As a next 
step Council’s engineering team will now undertake further investigations to develop a prioritised program of projects. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

PSA Consulting (Australia) Pty Ltd has been engaged by Hilltops Council to deliver the Hilltops Freight and Transport Study 
(the Study).  

Hilltops Council is a LGA in the South West Slopes and Tablelands region of New South Wales (NSW). The Hilltops Council 
was formed by the amalgamation of Young Shire, Harden Shire and Boorowa Council in May 2016. As a result of the 
amalgamation Council are preparing a new LEP, in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 
(EPA Act), that will guide development across the entire LGA. As part of the preparation of the LEP, Council is undertaking 
a number of studies into important components and elements of the future LEP such as the Development Control Plan 
(DCP), Development Control Guidelines, Contributions Plans and Asset Plans.  

This Freight and Transport Study will inform development of the LEP, and associated DCP, and provide an evidence base 
for Council to make informed decisions about the strategic direction for shaping the future of Hilltops Council. The Freight 
and Transport Study will also develop a long-term strategic plan to assist Council in responding to the challenges of 
managing and supporting freight movements within their transport system. 

1.1 STUDY AREA 
The Study Area is the whole of the Hilltops Council LGA, and includes the three main townships of Young, Boorowa and 
Harden-Murrumburrah as shown in Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1: Hilltops Shire Council (Source: Hilltops Shire Council, 2018) 
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1.2 STUDY OBJECTIVES 
The Freight and Transport Study will develop a long-term strategic plan to ensure Council can appropriately respond to 
the challenges of managing and supporting freight within their transport system. The Study will establish a fine-grained 
freight network hierarchy and propose a series of short, medium and long term actions. The Study is also intended to 
inform the development and preparation of a new LEP for the Hilltops Council area.  

Accordingly, the objectives for the study are to: 

• Recognise the strategic transport and freight links to support economic growth in Hilltops LGA; 

• Identify specific needs and opportunities of the freight and logistics sector to generate growth within Hilltops 
LGA; 

• Identify suitable locations and areas within Hilltops LGA that provide for freight needs in a sustainable manner; 
and 

• Contribute to Hilltops Local Strategic Planning Statement and make recommendations for the land use planning 
framework to accommodate the identified growth opportunities of existing and emerging freight and logistic 
industry in Hilltops region that can be implemented in short, medium, and long term with a specific focus on the 
Hilltops LEP. 

2 REPORT PURPOSE 

This Report presents a future transport network informed by a thorough gap analysis with consolidated findings from 
research and analysis undertaken to identify and map the existing freight and transport infrastructure and confirm the 
current demand on the network. This future transport network has been compared against the desired freight outcomes 
identified in the preliminary consultation and a SWOT analysis undertaken to confirm the infrastructure limitations and 
identify the strategic needs to be addressed on the network. 

Strategic needs identified for the network inform the Vision and Goals to guide development of the future transport 
network. This Report also identifies a strategic direction of the future of the transport network, particularly freight, and 
identifies potential actions that address the strategic needs and contribute to achieving the Vision and Goals. 

This Report identifies actions and recommendations to assist Council in achieving the Vision and Goals set for the future 
transport network in Hilltops. 

3 DATA COLLECTION 

To inform the analysis undertaken as part of the Study, a combination of quantitative and qualitative data from both 
primary and secondary sources has been obtained. 

The following data was sourced to inform this analysis: 

• Relevant strategic documents – State and local government; 

• Relevant reports and grant submissions relating to the road and rail network; 

• Current Local Environmental Plans for former Young, Boorowa and Harden Councils; 

• Traffic counts (with the percentage of heavy vehicles identified);  

• Demographic ABS and Id Profile; and 

• GIS data showing road and rail infrastructure. 

3.1 LIMITATIONS OF DATA 
The sourced data provides a clear picture of the freight and transport situation in Hilltops and is supported by the 
anecdotal information provided by key stakeholders. Detailed analysis has been restricted due to the limited availability 
of data relating to road and rail use. For example, limited Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) figures have been able to 
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be accessed for Hilltops which has restricted the granularity of analysis able to be undertaken. Traffic counts on the State 
Controlled Road network, such as the Olympic Highway, Burley Griffin Way and Lachlan Valley Way have been sourced 
from the NSW State government’s Traffic Volume Viewer which is an online interactive site that maps the locations of 
traffic counters. The Traffic Volume Viewer provides AADT and the percentage of heavy vehicles using the road for the 
years between 2006 and 2018, however not all roads have a traffic count available for each year. The most recent count 
available for some roads in the Hilltops Council area is 2012 with the remaining roads having counts from 2010 and 2011.  

4 CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

4.1 EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Consultation activities were held in Young on 19th and 20th of November 2018. These activities were focused around three 
sessions as outlined Table 2, and were run jointly with the Economic Growth and Land Use Strategy project team. 

Table 2: Overview of consultation activities with community and State agencies 

ACTIVITY DETAILS 

Community 
Stakeholder 
Workshop 

Monday 19th 
November 2018 

2:30pm – 4:30pm 

A short presentation was provided to attendees to provide background to 
the projects and present the key preliminary findings. Attendees then broke 
into small groups around six tables. Each tabled was facilitated by a member 
of the project team and the constraints and challenges discussed captured on 
butchers’ paper and maps. 

Each group shared their thoughts at the end of the session and constraints 
and opportunities that were consistently raised were identified. 

Presentation to 
Economic 
Development 
Committee 

Monday 19th 
November 2018 

6:00pm – 8:00pm 

A presentation was provided to the members of Council’s Economic 
Development Committee. The presentation provided background to the 
projects, presented the key preliminary findings and identified constraints 
and opportunities for discussion. 

The group discussed the constraints and opportunities raised and provided 
information and feedback to the preliminary findings. 

State Agency 
Workshop 

Tuesday 20th 
November 2018 

10:00am – 1:00pm 

Similarly, to the Community Stakeholder Workshop, a short presentation was 
provided to attendees to provide background to the projects and to present 
the key preliminary findings. Attendees then broke into small groups around 
four tables. Each table was facilitated by members of the project team and 
the constraints and challenges discussed were captured on butchers’ paper 
and maps. Attendees from Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) were grouped 
so that issues on the State and Local road networks could be discussed in 
more detail.    

Several themes relating to freight and transport came through in each session: 

• There are gaps in the High Mass Limit (HML) network, particularly B-double routes, which presents a challenge in 
moving freight cost effectively from some areas of the LGA to destinations; 

• The narrow pavement widths and structural capacity of culverts and bridges on some roads within Hilltops is a 
constraint to freight movement and has varying impact on business and industry within the Council area; 

• The growth in light and heavy vehicle traffic movements to and from farms / local produce stalls to major high-
speed highways and arterial roads is a growing safety issue, particularly around Young;  

• Access to industrial land that has access to water, wastewater and electricity networks as well as being easily 
accessible from the existing transport network  is essential to support business and industry but is difficult to 
source within Hilltops; 

• Access to markets is critical: 
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o the upgraded Cunningar rail siding and grain storage facility has been a boost to grain export 
movements to Port Kembla and provides a great opportunity, and 

o access to the Hume Highway via the Olympic Highway, Lachlan Valley Way and Burley Griffin Way is 
essential, particularly for access to Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne; 

• The reinstatement of the Blayney to Demondrille rail line presents an opportunity to move more freight onto 
rail; and 

• Due to the strategic location of Hilltops there are opportunities for businesses focused on freight and logistics.  

A list of attendees and more detailed notes of the discussions at the stakeholder activities are provided in Appendix 1.  

Stakeholders who were not able to attend the Community Stakeholder Workshop or State Agency Workshop but wished 
to be contacted to discuss the Study and provide information and feedback on the opportunities and/or constraints were 
contacted separately. Comments from these discussions are captured in Appendix 1. 

4.2 INTERNAL CONSULTATION 
Further consultation activities were held on 11th and 12th of December 2018 with a presentation to the Local 
Environmental Plan Committee (LEP Committee) and a workshop with key Council officers.  

Table 3: Overview of consultation with Councillors and Council officers 

ACTIVITY DETAILS 

Presentation to 
LEP Committee 

Tuesday 11th 
December 2018 

4:00pm – 5:00pm 

A presentation was provided to the Councillors and Council officer on the LEP 
Committee. The presentation provided background to the project and 
provided an overview of the preliminary findings presented in Working Paper 
#1. The constraints and opportunities for the future transport network were 
the focus of discussion as well as the strategic needs identified in Working 
Paper #1. 

Workshop with 
Council officers 

Tuesday 12th 
December 2018 

9:30am – 11:30am 

Key Council officers involved in planning and management of the transport 

network were provided with a short presentation providing background on 
the project and an overview of the preliminary findings presented in 

Working Paper #1. From there the project team facilitated a number of 
discussions focused on confirming the challenges and opportunities, strategic 
needs, draft vision, and locations of significant freight generators as well as 
identifying a strategic network and actions/projects required to achieve a 
highly functioning transport network. 

Both sessions provided the opportunity for the project team to present the study findings and the preliminary work on 
the future transport network and facilitate discussion on the potential actions and recommendations to achieve this. Both 
sessions resulted in significant discussion and important feedback which has been used to inform this Report. 

The feedback was consistent with the key point raised in the consultation with the community and State agencies, which 
reinforced the challenges and opportunities. Councillors on the LEP Committee provided feedback on the challenges and 
opportunities and strategic needs identified in Working Paper #1. The Council officer workshop also yielded feedback on 
theses elements as well as mapping out key freight and transport routes and discussing potential actions (including 
projects) that should be evaluated as part of this Report. The workshop also reinforced the importance of coordinating 
with the work being undertaken by the Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO). A list of attendees at the workshop 
and more detailed notes of the discussions are provided in Appendix 1.  
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5 LOCAL CONTEXT 

Hilltops Council is located in the Tablelands and South West Slopes regions of New South Wales, a 4.5-hour drive 
(approximately 350 kilometres) south-west of Sydney and a 2-hour drive (approximately 140 kilometres) north-west of 
Canberra.  With key transport routes such as the Olympic Highway, Burley Griffin Way, Lachlan Valley Way, and the 
national Hume Highway, as well as the Main South Railway Line between Sydney to Melbourne, Hilltops is ideally located 
to capitalise on its strong transport links to markets in Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra and Port Kembla. Figure 3, over 
page, shows the Hilltops in the broader regional context. 

The Hilltops Council area is bounded by Weddin Shire and Cowra Shire in the north, Upper Lachlan Shire in the east, the 
Yass Valley Council area in the south-east, Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area in the south-west, and Temora 
Shire in the north-west. Figure 2, below shows the extent of the local government area. 

The Council area encompasses a total land area of 7,140 square kilometres. The network of centres and smaller 
townships across Hilltops is centred around the main townships of Boorowa, Harden-Murrumburrah and Young, and the 
villages of Bendick Murrell, Bribbaree, Frogmore, Galong, Jugiong, Koorawatha, Monteagle, Murringo, Reids Flat, Rugby, 
Rye Park and Wombat.  

 

Figure 2: Hilltops Local Government Area (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 
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Figure 3: Location of Hilltops LGA in southern NSW (Source: PSA Consulting, 2019)
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5.1 LAND USE 
Hilltops is predominantly rural, with several townships which include residential, commercial and industrial areas. 
Residential land is focused around townships with some rural residential extending out for the existing townships and 
pushing into other areas of Hilltops. Industrial areas are located primarily in Young, Harden-Murrumburrah and Boorowa. 
Industrial sites are generally clustered in Young, around Milvale Road and Scenic Road (Hilltops Meats); in Harden-
Murrumburrah around Cattleyards Road and Saleyards Road; and in Boorowa, around Corcoran Court, with some sites 
located at other locations in the townships. 

5.2 KEY DEMOGRAPHICS 
According to the community profile prepared by Id. Profile the Hilltops Council area is home to approximately 18,753 
people across a land area of 7,140 square kilometres, the Hilltops population is generally distributed across three main 
townships namely Young, Boorowa and Harden-Murrumburrah. The Hilltops region has experienced modest population 
growth and this trend is expected to continue. Population in the rural areas of the region is relatively static with growth 
focused in the townships.  

As shown by the age-sex pyramid in Figure 4, the Hilltops region has an ageing population with the proportion of people 
aged 65 or over of 22.5% in comparison to the NSW average of 20.6%. The ageing population will change travel patterns 
and increasingly require improved transport access to health and aged care services in Boorowa, Harden and Young and 
in the Murray-Murrumbidgee region’s main centres including Canberra and Wagga Wagga. The ageing population is 
exacerbated by the lower population of working age (20 – 40 years) in the region. 

 

Figure 4: Age-sex pyramid showing Hilltops population by age and sex at 2016 (Source: .id, the population experts) 

Hilltops Council has a high proportion of employment self-containment with a majority of residents working in the Council 
area.  As shown in Figure 5, only 841, or 11.2%, of the Hilltops Council area’s working residents travel outside of the area 
to work. Those working outside the Hilltops region are commuting to work in nearby centres such as Gundagai, Canberra, 
Cowra, Yass, Temora and Wagga Wagga. 
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Figure 5: Employment location of resident workers at 2016 (Source: .id, the population experts) 

Travel patterns within the Hilltops region are dominated by road transport with the 2016 Census recording 69.1% of 
travel to work by car, 5.6% walking and an extremely low use of public transport to travel to work (0.4%). (ABS, JTW 2016) 

  



Hilltops Freight and Transport Study  
Final Report  

 

0864 – 3 May 2019 – V4 19 

 

5.3 INDUSTRY  
With 2,270 existing businesses in Hilltops, a focus of Council is the expansion of existing industries and businesses and 
attraction of new ones to maximise benefit to the local economy.  

The region is renowned for farming and agriculture including sheep grazing, cropping, intensive agriculture and 
horticultural activities such as vines and cherries. Young is also well known as the ‘Cherry Capital of Australia’, for cool 
climate wines and foods and high-quality festivals throughout the year. 

Access to markets is essential for the Hilltops region as the most significant economic contributor is the agricultural 
sector. The agricultural sector in Hilltops is focused on grazing of sheep (meat and fibre), beef cattle, pigs, poultry, broad 
acre grains, canola and hay, and orcharding (particularly cherries).  The LGA industries also include egg production and 
viticulture, limestone, sand and quartz quarries.  There are also deposits of magnetite and other rare metals in the north 
west of the shire.   

Figure 6 shows three commodities of wheat, wool and cherries make up about half of the agricultural value added within 
Hilltops region.  A further five commodities (pigs, sheep/lambs, cattle/calves, hay and eggs) contributed a total of 85.7% 
of value added in 2015/16.  

 

Figure 6: Commodities in Hilltops by value (Source: ABS, 2016) 
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Young is well serviced by a network of transport infrastructure, such as the Hume Highway, Olympic Highway, Lachlan 
Valley Way, Burley Griffin Way and Main South Line. As a result export product from Young has good access to major 
international gateways in Canberra (air), Sydney (air and sea), Port Kembla (sea) and Melbourne (air and sea). Further, 
large domestic markets in Melbourne, Canberra and Sydney and regional centres, including Wagga Wagga, Cootamundra, 
Cowra, Bathurst and Orange, are within relatively close proximity. The Hume Highway is the busiest interstate road 
freight corridor in Australia, and is closely connected to major markets, including Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra. With 
these strategic transport connections available, 60% of Australia’s population can be reached from Young within 10 hours 
driving time. (RDASI, 2018) The driving distance and time to key locations from the main population centres in the Hilltops 
region are shown in Table 4 and reinforce the strategic location and proximity of the region to key markets. 

Table 4:  Distance and hours to key locations from Hilltops (Source: Google Maps, 2018) 

 Young Harden Boorowa 

 
TIME  

(h) 
DISTANCE 

(km) 

TIME  

(h) 
DISTANCE 

(km) 

TIME  

(h) 
DISTANCE 

(km) 

Canberra 2 158.2 1.5 125.4 1.5 112.5 

Sydney 4.5 374 4 342.1 4 328.3 

Melbourne 6.5 604.7 6.5 578.1 6.5 616.9 

Wagga Wagga 1.5 140.1 1.5 128.9 2 167.7 

Albury-

Wodonga 
3 279.8 2.75 253.2 3 291.9 

Bathurst 2 175.3 2.5 220.4 2 182.2 

Orange 2 161.1 2.5 206.2 2 169.7 

Goulburn 2 179.5 1.5 146.7 1.5 133.8 

Port Kembla 3.5 339.9 3 307.1 3 294.2 

Port Eden 5 429.9 4.5 392.1 4.5 379.2 

Port Botany 4 424.9 3.5 335.3 3.5 322.4 
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6 LITERATURE REVIEW 

Key State government and Council documents have been reviewed to provide regional context and confirm the strategic 
direction sought for Hilltops Council independently and as part of the South East and Tablelands and NSW more broadly.  

6.1 STATE GOVERNMENT 
It is important for the Freight and Transport Study to be cognisant of relevant State government documents and the 
strategic direction sought by the NSW government. This will assist Council in achieving a ‘line of sight’ from the State 
government documents and demonstrating consistency with state-wide plans. 

6.1.1 FUTURE TRANSPORT STRATEGY 2056 

The Future Transport 
Strategy sets the 40-year 
vision, directions and 
outcomes framework for 
customer mobility in NSW, 
which will guide transport 
investment over the longer 
term. It will be delivered 
through a series of 
supporting plans such as the 
Regional NSW Services and 
Infrastructure Plan and the 
NSW Freight and Ports Plan 
2018-2023, as shown in 
Figure 7. 

An important outcome 
sought by the Strategy, 
which is particularly relevant 
to Hilltops, is the enabling of 
economic development by 
regional transport services 
and infrastructure. The 
feature of the Future 
Transport Strategy is the 
development of a ‘hub and 
spoke’ network of services in 
regional areas to provide better connections between communities and improved access to regional cities and centres. 
The NSW Government will develop long term vision for regional roads to deliver a safe and productive network that 
supports the ‘hub and spoke’ model shown in Figure 8. 

Figure 7: Hierarchy of plans - Future Transport Strategy (Source: TfNSW, 2018) 
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Figure 8: Regional NSW 'hub and spoke' network showing general location of Hilltops LGA (Source: TfNSW Future 
Transport Strategy 2056) 

 As shown in Figure 8, the Strategy identifies Canberra as a global gateway which can serve extended catchments and 
support the surrounding regional cities, centres and village. Wagga Wagga, Orange and Bathurst are identified as Regional 
City Transport Hubs and Cowra as a Regional Centre Transport Hub. The Hilltops region is strategically located in 
proximity to these identified centres with good road and rail connections. 

6.1.2 REGIONAL NSW SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 

The Services and Infrastructure Plans set the customer outcomes for regional NSW for the movement of people and 
freight to meet customer needs and deliver responsive, innovative services. The plans will define the network required to 
achieve the service outcomes. There are a number of initiatives identified in the Plan for the Hilltops’ region and the 
surrounding areas in the South East and Tablelands Region as shown in Figure 9 over page and listed below. 

• Committed Initiatives 0-10 years include 

o Barton Highway Improvements; 

o Hume Highway Heavy Duty Pavement.  

• Initiatives for investigation 

o Lachlan Valley Way improvements; 

o Hume Highway improvements. 

https://future.transport.nsw.gov.au/plans/final-plans


Hilltops Freight and Transport Study  
Final Report  

 

0864 – 3 May 2019 – V4 23 

 

 

Figure 9: South East and Tablelands infrastructure initiatives (Source: TfNSW, 2017) 
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6.1.3 NSW FREIGHT AND PORTS PLAN 2018-2023 

The NSW Freight and Ports Plan 2018-2023 is a call to action for government and industry to collaborate on clear 
initiatives and targets to make the NSW freight task more efficient and safe so NSW can continue to move and grow. The 
Plan has the following key objectives: 

1. Economic growth – providing confidence and certainty that encourages continued investment in the freight 
industry to support economic growth. 

2. Efficiency, connectivity and access – improving the efficiency of existing infrastructure and ensuring greater 
connectivity and access along key freight routes. 

3. Capacity – Maximising infrastructure investment and increasing infrastructure and land use capacity to 
accommodate growth. 

4. Safety – creating a safe freight supply chain, involving safe networks, safe transport, safe speeds and safe 
people. 

5. Sustainability – developing a sustainable supply chain that delivers benefits to our environment and continued 
operations into the future. 

The strategic directions arising from the Plan which are relevant to the Hilltops region are: 

• Building on regional networks that reinforce the preferred hub and spoke model; 

• Investing in initiatives that improve the efficiency of freight rail; 

• Making roads more efficient with options to accommodate HML and High Productivity Vehicles (HPV), as well as 
improved east-west connections, and improved redundancy in network in natural disaster events; and 

• Focus on creating a regional freight network that provides strong connections to key markets and international 
ports as shown in Figure 10. 

 

Figure 10: Regional ports and airports in NSW (Source: TfNSW, 2018) 

https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/strategy/nsw-freight-and-ports-plan
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6.1.4 TOURISM AND TRANSPORT PLAN 

The Tourism and Transport Plan is a key Supporting Plan in the Future Transport 2056 suite, and is aligned with the 
Regional NSW Services and Infrastructure Plan, and the NSW Freight and Ports Plan. The Tourism and Transport Plan 
focuses on what the Transport cluster of agencies can do to deliver on the NSW Government’s state-wide targets for the 
visitor economy set in the Visitor Economy Industry Action Plan 2030. It was developed in collaboration with the tourism 
sector and will inform the state-wide Tourism Infrastructure Strategy. 

The Plan recognises the importance of good road connections and improved road conditions to attract visitors, 
particularly driving tourists. 

6.1.5 SOUTH EAST AND TABLELANDS REGIONAL PLAN 

The South East and Tablelands Regional Plan 2036 is a 20-year blueprint for the future.  

The NSW Government’s vision for the South East and Tablelands Region is:  

“A borderless region in Australia’s most geographically diverse natural environment with the nation’s capital at its 
heart.”  

To achieve this vision the Government has set four goals for the region: 

1. A connected and prosperous economy; 

2. A diverse environment interconnected by biodiversity corridors; 

3. Healthy and connected communities; and 

4. Environmentally sustainable housing choices. 

Hilltops Council is recognised in the Plan as a diverse agricultural and horticultural area that is renowned for its 
countryside and fresh produce. With freight and transport playing key roles, it achieves the priorities of capitalising on the 
area’s freight links north and west of the Hume Highway, economic opportunities arising from the proximity to Canberra 
and grow and diversify the areas agricultural base through value-add activities and expansion into new markets. 

6.2 HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

6.2.1 HILLTOPS COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN 2030 

The Community Strategic Plan sets the 2030 vision for Hilltops and establishes five wellbeing pillars. 

“In 2030 the Hilltops is a thriving region offering a relaxed country lifestyle and diverse economy. We value and protect 
our friendly community spirit, pristine natural environment, and deep cultural heritage. There are strong connections 
between our community, environment, economy, infrastructure and Council, making Hilltops region a vibrant place to 
live, work and visit.” 

1. Loving where we live 

2. Nurturing our natural environment 

3. Building a strong and robust regional economy  

4. Strengthening the region’s connectivity and maintenance of our assets and infrastructure 

5. Providing ethical, proactive and effective leadership and governance 

Of the five wellbeing pillars, ‘building a strong and robust regional economy’ and ‘strengthening the region’s connectivity 
and maintenance of our assets and infrastructure’ have a strong relationship with freight and transport in the region. 
Both pillars highlight the importance of efficient road and rail freight options and focus on the need for expansion of the 
HML network. 

6.2.2 HILLTOPS ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN 2018 

The Economics Action Plan sets the vision and strategic priorities for Hilltops. 

“Hilltops is a connected region, with both the local society and economy driven by a culture of innovation and 
collaboration, capitalising on our agricultural strength.” 

https://future.transport.nsw.gov.au/plans
https://future.transport.nsw.gov.au/plans/nsw-freight-and-ports-plan-2018-2023
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This vision is supported by six strategic priorities: 

• Creating a welcoming environment for investment 

• Communication and collaboration 

• Industry attraction and expansion 

• Business capacity building 

• Tourism 

• Infrastructure  

The freight and transport situation in Hilltops play an important role in the following strategic priorities. 

• Industry attraction and expansion – recognising that Hilltops is strategic located as a region and well serviced by 
a network of transport infrastructure, included in the Hume and Olympic Highways as key inter-regional freight 
routes. Making it a potentially attractive destination for businesses, particularly transport and logistics, heath 
care and agriculture. The Plan identifies significant potential for a major service centre or transport and logistics 
hub within the Council area. 

• Tourism – Hilltops is a popular destination for the ‘wanderers’ and ‘grey nomads’ markets and to continue to 
accommodate these visitors there is a need to explore the potential for RV friendly infrastructure and road 
improvements to encourage access through the Hilltops region. The Hilltops region also attracts a seasonal 
workforce during harvest times - November to January (stone fruit) and February to April (viticulture). This 
seasonal workforce includes tourists such as backpackers and ‘grey nomads’ who stay in the region during the 
harvest times. 

• Infrastructure – the Plan recognises that access to infrastructure is critical for the development of the local 
economy and making the region an attractive place to establish or expand business. Access to affordable 
infrastructure is important to the success of businesses, particularly smaller businesses and there is a need to 
explore options for more cost-effective models to deliver infrastructure such as roads. Improved road access to 
Canberra, investment in rail infrastructure to shift freight movements to rail and improved B-double access are 
all listed in the Plan as being required to support this strategic priority. 
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7 KEY TRANSPORT NETWORKS 

Hilltops is strategically located in the broader region with access via the State Highway network, the Regional Road 
network and the Main South Railway Line to key population centres such as Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne and 
international ports and airports. 

The main road transport routes are the Hume Highway, Olympic Highway, Burley Griffin Way, Lachlan Valley Way and the 
Main South Railway Line (Melbourne-Sydney).  Canberra and Sydney are the closest airports with international flights. 

7.1 ROAD NETWORK 
A majority of travel within the Hilltops Council area is via the Hume Highway (National Highway), State Highway network, 
the Regional Road network, and the network of local collector and access roads as shown in Figure 11, over page, and 
provided at a larger scale in Appendix 2. 

The strategic road network consists of national highways, state highways and regional roads supported by the local road 
network. Management arrangements are dependent on the classification of the road. This sees Roads and Maritime 
Services (RMS) empowered to exercise broad authority over most major freight routes in Hilltops. 

7.1.1 STATE ROADS 

State Roads are the major arterial links throughout the state and within major urban areas.  They are the principle traffic 
carrying and linking routes for the movement of people and goods which connect between urban centres, major regional 
towns and provide connections interstate. 

Whilst under the Roads Act 1993, Council is the owner and roads authority for State roads other than freeways and roads 
that are part of the national network, RMS takes responsibility for managing the primary traffic function of State Roads 
including funding and determining priorities, and regulates the activities of third parties on the road and access to 
adjoining land to promote road safety, traffic efficiency and protect the road asset. These roads are maintained by either 
RMS’s own Road Services organisation or by contractual arrangements with councils and private contractors. 

The State Roads in the support of major freight movements, including B-doubles, are shown in Figure 11.  

• Hume Highway - a motorway standard National Highway and part of the National Land Freight Network 
connecting Melbourne and Sydney. The Highway passes through Jugiong in the southern portion of the Hilltops 
shire with connections to Lachlan Valley Way and Burley Griffin Way. The Hume Highway also provides the 
primary connection to the Barton Highway which is the primary route to Canberra and the Australian Capital 
Territory (ACT) from the north. (Dual carriageway). 

• Olympic Highway- a State Highway (A route) serving as a key north-south transport connection connecting 
Young to key locations to the south including Wagga Wagga, Cootamundra, and Wallendbeen and Young to key 
locations north including Cowra, Bathurst and Orange. The Olympic Highway connects with the Sturt Highway at 
Wagga Wagga and the Hume Highway just north of Tabletop near the Victorian border through to the Mid 
Western Highway at Cowra in the north. (Two-lane single carriageway). 

• Lachlan Valley Way – a State Highway (B route) providing primary north-south transport connection between 
the Hume Highway and Cowra and an important north-south route within the Hilltops region providing access to 
Canberra. (Two-lane single carriageway). 

• Burley Griffin Way - a State Highway (B route) providing east-west connection between the Hume Highway and 
Temora and onto Griffith, as well as providing a connection to the Newell Highway near Mirrool. Burley Griffin 
Way is an important connection to Canberra via the Hume Highway and the Barton Highway. (Two-lane single 
carriageway). 

7.1.1.1 CURRENT DEMAND 

Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) is a useful tool in understanding the currently demand on roads. It lists the average 
number of vehicles using a road each day and is helpful in comparing the demand for different roads and understanding 
the network.  

The RMS Traffic Volume Viewer provides AADT and the percentage of heavy vehicles using the road for the years 
between 2006 and 2018, however not all roads have a traffic count for each year. The most recent count available for 
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some roads in the Hilltops Council area is 2012 with the remaining roads having counts from 2010 and 2011. Only the 
figures for the Hume Highway have been taken from a 2018 data set. Please note that traffic counts on the State roads 
have been sourced from the Traffic Volume Viewer. 

Due to the amalgamation of council areas, there is inconsistency in the traffic volume council datasets with regards to 
count location, heavy vehicle percentage and direction of traffic counts undertaken. Due to this, AADT was only available 
on a limited number of regional roads (where the data was satisfactory with regards to location and heavy vehicle 
percentage) and in almost all cases, had to be increased based on historic traffic growth at each counting site to obtain 
2018 comparable volumes.  

This 2018 scenario shows low-moderate demand on State roads and the AADT figures in Table 5 below clearly show that 
the State road  network servicing Hilltops carries moderate traffic with the exception of the Hume Highway which as part 
of the national land transport network carries between 10,000 and 15,000 vehicles per day (vpd) on the section passing 
through Hilltops. 

Figure 12, over page, provides a visual representation of the data provided in the table below. Figure 12 is also provided 
at a larger scale in Appendix 2. 

Table 5: Estimated and actual 2018 AADT for State roads in Hilltops (Source: NSW Government/PSA, 2018) 

ROAD NAME LOCATION OF COUNTER 
DATE OF 

LAST 
COUNT 

AVERAGE 
% 

GROWTH 

2018 
AADT* 

% HEAVY 
VEHICLE 

Henry Lawson Way North of Martins Lane, Grenfell 2012 3% 750  12% 

Lachlan Valley Way North of Kenyu Road, Koorawatha 2010 4% 1,550  14% 

Milvale Road North of Grogan Road, Milvale 2012 1% 400  25% 

Henry Lawson Way West of Chillingworks Road, Young 2011 4% 2,050  10% 

Milvale Road West of Milly Milly Lane, Memagong 2012 1% 700  16% 

Olympic Highway East of Bashams Lane, Young 2010 4% 1,850  17% 

Elizabeth Street North of Cherry Court, Young 2010 1% 3,450  - 

Boorowa Street East of Main Street, Young 2006 4% 16,900  - 

Olympic Highway West of Hennessy Street, Young 2010 1% 3,250  - 

Olympic Highway North of Race Creek Road, Wombat 2011 1% 2,500  12% 

Murringo Road 
North of Campbellfields Road, 
Boorowa 

2012 4% 1,050  12% 

Lachlan Valley Way North of Murringo Road, Boorowa 2006 4% 1,600  14% 

Murringo Road West of Kenyu Road, Boorowa 2011 1% 2,100  13% 

Marsden Street South of Pudman Street, Boorowa 2012 1% 3,400  - 

Cunningar Road West of Lachlan Valley Way, Boorowa 2010 4% 650  10% 

Burley Griffin Way West of Wombat Road, Murrumburrah 2010 4% 1,950  18% 

Albury Street East of Ward Street, Harden 2012 4% 6,300  - 

Jugiong Road South of East Street, Murrumburrah 2010 4% 600  19% 

Albury Street West of Bundarbo Street, Harden 2010 1% 2,500  16% 

Cunningar Road East of Jellambi Road, Cunningar 2010 4% 450  13% 

Burley Griffin Way North of Linden Road, Cunningar 2012 4% 2,500  16% 
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ROAD NAME LOCATION OF COUNTER 
DATE OF 

LAST 
COUNT 

AVERAGE 
% 

GROWTH 

2018 
AADT* 

% HEAVY 
VEHICLE 

Hume Highway 
East of intersection with Lachlan Valley 
Way, Bowning 

2018 - 
15,444 29% 

Hume Highway 
West of intersection with Burley Griffin 
Way, Bowning 

2018 - 
10,063 36% 

*Where counts were not available for 2018 previous counts have been grown to an estimated 2018 count based on the average % 
growth. Average % growth was calculated using a compound growth rule as follows – where the average background growth rate 
was negative or 0% an average growth rate of 1% was applied, where the average background growth rate was between 1-4% it was 
applied directly, and where the average background growth rate was greater than 4% a 4% growth rate was applied. This approach 
was taken to balance the data and account for outliers in terms of traffic counts. 

 

7.1.2 YOUNG HEAVY VEHICLE TRANSPORT CORRIDOR 

The Olympic Highway passes through the Young township, with the main street – Boorowa Street and other streets in the 
CBD and surrounds such as Zouch Street and Campbell Street being part of the Highway corridor. As a result through 
traffic on the Olympic Highway passes through the heart of Young where there are a significant number of local vehicle, 
pedestrian, and cyclist movements, including parking and delivery to local shops. 

7.1.2.1 PREVIOUS STUDIES 

A heavy vehicle transport corridor that provides an alternative to the Olympic Highway in the vicinity of Young township 
has been actively discussed by Council since 2010 with a number of studies commissioned to determine its requirement 
and to investigate potential corridor alignments. The following studies have been undertaken to date: 

• Route Options Report – Heavy Vehicle Service Routes, Young, prepared by Intersect Traffic, March 2011; 

• Origin Destination Survey and Study or Heavy Vehicles-Township of Young, prepared by Gennaoui Consulting Pty 
Ltd, November 2011; and 

• Heavy Vehicle Route Study for Young Township – Options Report, prepared by GHD, August 2015 

The Olympic Highway is a key north-south route through the Hilltops region and is the primary route in the Albury to 
Cowra corridor as recognised in the Albury to Cowra Corridor Strategy released by RMS in December 2010. In the RMS 
Corridor Strategy the potential for conflict between through traffic travelling along the Olympic Highway and local traffic 
(including pedestrian and cyclist) movements was recognised with a short-term priority to “continue to identify and treat 
areas of high pedestrian activity conflicting with traffic within Young and other urban areas and ensure planned 
intersection treatments cater for all road users”. The study also put forward a long-term (beyond) 2015 priority to 
“investigate measures of addressing conflicts between through and local traffic in towns, particularly in the major towns 
of Junee, Cootamundra and Young, but also in smaller villages and towns such a the grain loading villages between 
Culcairn and Wagga Wagga”. 

The Route Options Report – Heavy Vehicle Service Routes, Young prepared by Intersect Traffic identified that in regionally 
significant centres such as Young, construction of a full bypass is of limited benefit in the short to medium term as the 
majority of heavy vehicle origins and destinations are within the Young township and a full bypass can only be reasonably 
considered when heavy vehicle volumes become significant enough in number to create major road capacity and road 
safety issues as well as meeting cost/benefit criteria for funding. This Report focused on identifying heavy vehicle service 
corridors using existing road corridors as a superior option for management of through movements on the Olympic 
Highway. It is considered that this approach is more appropriate in the context of the Young township where a full bypass 
is of limited benefit. 

The Report investigated a number of options for improvements to heavy vehicle corridors for the short, medium and long 
term. Ultimately the findings of the report were that through movements could be better managed by the use of heavy 
vehicle corridors and intersection improvements rather than a full bypass – as per the excerpt below. 

“The proportion of vehicles “passing through” the township is understood to be low compared to other towns 
located on major regional and interstate highways, like the Hume and Newell Highways. Even with a steady 
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increase in industrial land is it unlikely the increase in associated heavy vehicle numbers generated by this 
development will reach unmanageable levels even in the medium to long term planning horizons.” 

The Origin Destination Survey and Study or Heavy Vehicles-Township of Young, prepared by Gennaoui Consulting Pty Ltd 
was commissioned with the objectives of gathering data on heavy vehicle movements to, from and through the Young 
township and establishing the key routes and routines of local and non-local transport companies. 

A number of matters relating to heavy vehicle movements to, from and through Young were identified during 
consultation, which generally focused on the quality of the roads, the limited number of roads in the b-double network 
and a lack of service facilities for truck drivers. The Report recommended investigation of a heavy vehicle route around 
the schools precinct to limit heavy vehicle movements on school frontages. The Report also found the current heavy 
vehicle routes of Lovell Street and Cloete Street were operating at Level of Service (LOS) B which indicates good operation 
and an alternative routes would not require further investigation unless increased road use reaches services volumes for 
a LOS D. 

The Heavy Vehicle Route Study for Young Township – Options Report, prepared by GHD in August 2015 sought to identify 
route options for a heavy vehicle route to service Young and avoid sensitive uses that are impacted by the current 
alignment of the Olympic Highway through town. This Study was not endorsed by Council however a range of potential 
routes options were identified as part of the Study. 

Since completion of the Study limited work has been undertaken and no further studies completed. 

7.1.2.2 CURRENT CONTEXT 

In preparing this Report and throughout the work undertaken as part of this Freight and Transport Study there has been 
limited demand identified for a full bypass of the Young township. Research and analysis has confirmed that there is some 
benefit in exploring a heavy vehicle transport corridor as an alternative route for the north-south movements heavy 
vehicles to reduce opportunities for conflict between heavy vehicles and vulnerable road users. While this benefit is 
recognised, there are currently other pressures on the freight and transport network that were the more the focus of 
feedback from the community, Council officers, and elected representatives. Through the engagement with State 
agencies RMS reinforced that they have no plans for upgrade of the Olympic Highway in the short to medium term and 
any alternative heavy vehicle route or bypass would require significant growth in traffic volumes into the long term to 
trigger the need for an upgrade of the Olympic Highway.  

It is considered that the portion of the Olympic Highway passing through Young is not currently a barrier to freight and 
broader transport movements. However, with any future increase in vehicles challenges relating to conflict between 
heavy vehicles and vulnerable road users are likely to increase and a heavy vehicle transport corridor may be an effective 
options to manage this conflict and support movement of heavy vehicles. As a result, investigations into the viability of a 
heavy vehicle transport corridor will be put forward as a long term action.  

.
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Figure 11: Hilltops Council - State, regional and local road network (Source: PSA Consulting ,2018) 
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Figure 12: Hilltops Council – State road network AADT based on NSW RMS traffic count data (Source: PSA Consulting ,2018) 
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7.1.3 REGIONAL ROADS 

There are a number of Regional Roads linking the three key Hilltop centres to surrounding areas as well as providing 
interconnections between the State Roads of Olympic Highway, Lachlan Valley Way and Burley Griffin Way. 

Regional Roads are routes of secondary importance after State Roads and provide the main connections to and between 
smaller towns and districts. Regional Roads are the responsibility of councils to fund, determine priorities and carry out 
works.  They are capitalised as a council asset. RMS also plays a role in corridor management of Regional Roads, assessing 
development applications along the corridor and road safety matters.   

Regional Roads are eligible for annual assistance grants from the State Government in recognition of their relative 
importance.  This funding assistance comprises an identified funding pool including the Block Grant Program, an annual 
program funded fully by RMS, and the REPAIR Program, a separate program providing 50% funding for capital 
expenditure projects. Each council receives an annual formula based Regional Road Block Grant for use according to 
council’s priorities on Regional Roads. The formula takes into account road length and traffic usage. Councils may apply 
for a 50% contribution for specific maintenance and construction works on Regional Roads under the REPAIR Program.  
Projects are prioritised by consultative committees of local councils within the six RMS Regions. Councils also apply other 
sources of funding to works on Regional Roads including local rates, developer contributions and funding from the 
Federal Government. 

The Regional Roads that support major freight movements, including B-doubles, are shown in Figure 11.  

• Henry Lawson Way –a classified Regional Road between Young and Grenfell to the north of the Hilltops region. 
(Two-lane single carriageway). 

• Jugiong Road – a classified Regional Road between Jugiong and Harden-Murrumburrah. (Two-lane single 
carriageway). 

• Wombat Road - a classified Regional Road between Harden-Murrumburrah and the Olympic Highway at 
Wombat. (Two-lane single carriageway). 

• Murringo Road - a classified Regional Road between Young and Boorowa. (Two-lane single carriageway). 

• Milvale Road – a classified Regional Road connecting Young to Milvale and Temora. (Two-lane single 
carriageway). 

• Cunningar Road – a classified Regional Road between Harden-Murrumburrah and Boorowa. (Two-lane single 
carriageway). 

• Rugby Road – a classified Regional Road between Boorowa and Rugby and on to Crookwell. (Two-lane single 
carriageway). 

• Rye Park Road – a classified Regional Road between Boorowa and Rye Park and on to Gunning and the Hume 
Highway. (Two-lane single carriageway). 

7.1.4 LOCAL ROADS 

Movements on the State and Regional Roads are supported by a network of local roads which provide for local circulation 
and access.  

Local Roads are the responsibility of Council to fund, determine priorities and carry out works with the State government 
having a limited role in providing assistance under special funding programs. 

Some local roads that have been highlighted through research and consultation activities as important for movement of 
freight are shown in Figure 11 and include: 

• Bribbaree Road – due to the significant number of heavy vehicles recorded in traffic counts and the location of 
key industries along the route; 

• McMahons Reef Road – due to the north-south connectivity between Burley Griffin Way and the Hume Highway 
which allows for redundancy and resilience in the network; and 

• Murringo Gap Road / Nine Mile Gap Road / Chews Lane – due to its potential as an alternative route to the 
Olympic Highway from Murringo Road which saves distance and time implications of passing through Young with 
freight vehicles.  
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7.1.5 HIGHER MASS LIMIT AND GREATER MASS LIMIT ROADS 

Roads that can accommodate Greater Mass Limit (GML) and Higher Mass Limit (HML) vehicles, such as B-doubles, are key 
to enabling efficient freight movements through the Hilltops region and supporting the freight and logistic needs of local 
industry. 

Figure 13 , over page, shows the approved GML and HML routes and the routes approved with specific travel conditions. 
As shown, the majority of the State and Regional Road network is captured by the classified HML, however there are a 
number of Regional Roads and local roads that provide options for a last-mile connection which are not HML routes e.g. 
Murringo Gap Road. To support the information provided in Figure 13,  

Table 6, over page, provides a detailed breakdown of which roads, and which sections of these roads, are approved for 
use by HML and GML vehicles. 

As shown a number of roads within Hilltops have capacity constraints with respect to GML and HML, predominantly 
culverts and bridges that do not have the structural capacity necessary to handle fully loaded higher mass vehicles as well 
as road pavement widths and alignments that do not provide for safe movement of heavy vehicles. Council has an 
ongoing program of bridge structural assessments to identify those bridges that need strengthening.  

While the HML network in Hilltops region is not fully responsive to the needs to local industry, there are special 
concessions for grain transport during harvesting under the Grain Harvest Management Scheme (GHMS). 

The GHMS promotes the safe and productive movement of grain and is designed to decrease risk, protect road assets and 
increase productivity and efficiency for growers. The Scheme has been in place since 1 July 2016 and will operate to 30 
June 2021. Under the Scheme, heavy vehicles may exceed regulated total mass limits of the road by up to 5% when 
delivering grains, including cereals, oilseeds and pulses, to grain receivers in the Hilltops Council area. 

The Scheme operates in Hilltops Council between 1 November and 1 March each year. Surrounding Councils also 
participate in the Scheme with the exception of Upper Lachlan and Yass Valley. Where Councils don’t participate it means 
that HML or GML vehicles can only travel on roads that are approved routes for those vehicle types which may result in 
heavy vehicles adjusting their route to ensure they travel only on approved routes. 

There is significant pressure within the Hilltops Council region for expansion of both the B-double network and the HML 
network in order to more efficiently move produce throughout the region. 

 



Hilltops Freight and Transport Study  
Final Report  

 

0864 – 3 May 2019 – V4                  35 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Combined HML, GML and CML Networks in Hilltops LGA (Source: RMS/PSAConsulting, 2018) 
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Table 6: Approved routes for GML and HML within Hilltops (Source: NSW RMS, 2018) 

ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Bribbaree Road 
Bribbaree Road (Hilltops/Weddin LGA 
Boundary), Bribbaree 

9.0km West Of Henry Lawson Way, Young 
✓  

Moonbucca Road 
Tubble Road Wirrup Road intersection, 
Weedallion 

Hilltops - Bland LGA Boundary, 
Morangarell 

✓ 
No travel permitted 6:45-8:15am and 3:15-

5:15pm on school days 

 

Tubbul Road Shoards Crossing Road, Tubbul Birchs Lane, Memagong 
✓ 

No travel permitted 6:45-8:15am and 3:15-
5:15pm on school days 

 

Tubbul  Road Shoards Crossing Road, Tubbul Moonbucca Road, Weedallion 
✓  

Wirrup Road Moonbucca Road, Weedallion Bribbaree Road, Bribbaree 
✓  

Colemans Lane MRR241 Milvale Road, Milvale Shoards Crossing Road, Tubbul 
✓  

Shoards Crossing Road Colemans Lane, Milvale Tubbul Road, Tubbul 
✓  

Milvale Road MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young RR241 Waratah Street, Temora 
✓ ✓ 

Berthong Road MRR241 Milvale Road, Berthong 
Hilltops - Cootamundra-Gundagai LGA 
Boundary, Berthong ✓  

Yeo Yeo Hampstead 
Road 

MRR241 Milvale Road, Milvale 
Hilltops - Cootamundra-Gundagai LGA 
Boundary, Milvale 

✓ 
No travel permitted 6:45-8:15am and 3:15-

5:15pm on school days. 
 

Stockinbingal Road MRR241 Milvale Road, Milvale 
Hilltops - Cootamundra-Gundagai LGA 
Boundary, Milvale ✓  

Schillers Road 
MRR241 Milvale Road (First 700m HML 
Approved), Milvale 

Tubbul Road, Tubbul 
✓ ✓ 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Weedallion Road Bribbaree Road, Bribbaree Tubbul Road, Tubbul 

✓ 
No travel on school days on Weedallion Road 

from Bribbaree Road to Silo Road between 
08:00am to 09:00am and 3:00pm to 4:00pm and 
along Weedallion Road from Tubble  Road to Silo 
Road from 06:45am to 07:00am and 4:45pm to 

5:00pm. No right turn at Tubble  Road from 
Weedallion Road for 25m b-double vehicles. 

 

Silo Road Weedallion Road, Weedallion Weedallion Silo Access Point, Weedallion 

✓ 
No travel on school days between 06:45am to 

07:00am and 08:00am to 08:15am and 3:15pm 
to 3:30pm and 4:45pm to 5:00pm 

 

Newell Road Weedallion Road, Weedallion Property Access "Purway", Weedallion 
✓ 

No travel on school days between 08:05am to 
08:15am and 3:20pm to 3:30pm. 

 

Hunters Lane Bribbaree Road, Bribbaree 
Hilltops - Weddin LGA Boundary, 
Bribbaree ✓  

Kurrawyba Road Bribbaree Road, Bribbaree 
Property Access 1239 Kurrawyba Road, 
Bribbaree 

✓ 
No travel on school days between 08:05am to 

08:15am and 3:30pm to 3:45pm. 

 

Noakes Road Kurrawyba Road, Bribbaree End of Noakes Road, Bribbaree 
✓ 

No travel on school days between 08:15am to 
08:45am and 3:30pm to 3:45pm. 

 

Ashville School Road Bribbaree Road, Thuddungra Billicott Road, Kikiamah 
✓  

Kikiamah Lane Bribbaree Road, Thuddungra Old Forbes Road, Kikiamah 
✓  

Old Forbes Road Henry Lawson Way, Thuddungra Hilltops - Weddin LGA Boundary, Kikiamha 
✓ 

No travel on school days between 07:15am to 
08:00am and 4:00pm to 4:45pm. 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Henry Lawson Way 
MR239 

MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young HW6 Mid Western Highway, Grenfell 
✓  

Henry Lawson Way Chillingworks Road, Young MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young 
✓ ✓ 

Chillingworks Road Milvale Road, Young Henry Lawson Way, Young 
✓ 

A speed limit of 70 km/h applies to the entire 
length of Chillingworks Road. 

 

Scenic Road MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young Beaumonts Lane, Young 
✓ 

Daylight hours only. No operation during school 
bus times 6.35 - 9.40am and 3.00 - 5.10pm on 

school term days. 

 

Berthong Road MRR241 Milvale Road, Berthong 
Hilltops - Cootamundra-Gundagai LGA 
Boundary, Berthong ✓  

MRS28 Olympic 
Highway 

Rinkin Street, Cootamundara HW6 Mid Western Highway, Cowra 
✓ ✓ 

Wombat Road MRR84 Burley Griffin Way, Murrumburrah MRS78 Olympic Highway, Wombat 
✓ ✓ 

Iandra Street 
MRS78 Olympic Highway (Elizabeth 
Street), Young 

Henry Lawson Way MRR239, Young 
✓  

Beaumonts Lane Scenic Drive, Young 
End Of Road Approx 2.4km From Scenic 
Drive, Young 

✓ 
Daylight hours only. No operation during school 
bus times 6.35 - 9.40am and 3.00 - 5.10pm on 

school term days. 

 

William Street Blackett Avenue, Young Main Street, Young 
✓ 

For use in emergency situations when directed 
by RMS, Police or Council. 

 

Wickham Lane MRR241 Milvale Road, Young Old Temora Road, Young 
✓  
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Old Temora Road Wickham Lane, Young 
East To The End Of Old Temora Road, 
Young ✓  

Mackenzie Street 
Boorowa Street, MRR241 Milvale Road, 
Young 

Glensloy Street, Young 
✓  

Nasmyth Street Lovell Street Underpass, Young Stoneridge Street, Young 
✓  

Thornhill Street Lovell Street, Young Dundas Street, Young 
✓  

Lovell Street Underpass Lovell Street, Young Nasmyth Street, Young 
✓  

Clarke Street Lovell Street, Young Lighting Lane, Young 
✓  

Lighting Lane Clarke Street, Young 55m West Of Clarke Street, Young ✓ 
Travel permitted between 3:30-6:30am 

 

Lynch Street Lovell Street, Young Lighting Lane, Young ✓ 
Travel permitted between 3:30-6:30am. 

 

Main Street MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young Lovell Street, Young 
✓  

Lovell Street MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young Lovell Street Underpass, Young 
✓  

Junction Street Calabash Street, Young Boorowa Street, Young 
✓  

Zouch Street Lachlan Street, Young MRR78 Boorowa Street, Young 
✓ 

✓ 

 

Briggs Street Western Avenue, Young MRR241 Murringo Road, Young 
✓  

Lachlan Street Zouch Street, Young Western Avenue, Young 
✓ 

✓ 

 

Western Avenue Moppity Road, Young Lachlan Street, Young 
✓ ✓ 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Trafalgar Street Lachlan Street, Young Willawong Street, Young 
✓  

Willawong Street Bethong Street, Young Trafalgar Street, Young 
✓  

Berthong Street MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young Willawong Street, Young 
✓  

Dundas Street Thornhill Street, Young MRS78 Olympic Highway, Young 
✓  

Telegraph Road Commons Road, Young 330m West of Commons Road, Young 
✓  

Commons Road Murringo Road, Young Telegraph Road, Young 
✓  

Thornhill Street Spring Street, Young Demondrille Street, Young 
✓ 

For use in emergency situations when directed 
by RMS, Police or Council 

 

Glenrowan Road Spring Creek Road, Young 130m West on Glenrowan Road, Young 
✓  

McVeigh Street Spring Street, Young Spring Creek Road, Young 
✓ 

Travel is not permitted on McVeigh Street during 
School Bus Route times on school days from 

(8:30am and 9:00am and 3:30pm and 4:00pm) 

 

Moppity Road Western Avenue, Young Windridge Farms Piggery, Young 
✓ ✓ 

Briggs Street MRR241 Murringo Road, Young Western Avenue, Young 
✓  

Murringo Flats Road Murringo Gap Road, Murringo 
9.85km To Terminus at Trebane Road, 
Murringo 

✓ 
No travel permitted 7:00-9:00am and 3:00-

5:00pm on school days 

 

Murringo Gap Road MRR241 Murringo Road, Murringo Murringo Flats Road, Murringo 
✓  

Milo Road Geegullalong Road, Murringo Waihemo Road, Murringo 
✓ 

Travel only permitted between 5:00pm - 9:00pm 
- maximum speed limit of 60km\h applies - 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

temporary approval till 1 September 2015 unless 
otherwise stated 

Geegullalong Road MRR241 Murringo Road, Murringo Milo Road, Murringo 

✓ 
Travel only permitted between 5:00pm - 9:00pm 

- maximum speed limit of 60km\h applies - 
temporary approval till 1 September 2015 unless 

otherwise stated 

 

Waihemo Road Milo Road, Murringo East Of Reedy Creek, Murringo 

✓ 
Travel only permitted between 5:00pm - 9:00pm 

- maximum speed limit of 60km\h applies - 
temporary approval till 1 September 2015 unless 

otherwise stated 

 

MRS56 Lachlan Valley 
Way 

HW2  Hume Highway, Yass HW6  Mid Western Highway, Cowra 
✓ ✓ 

Rugby Road MRR241 Brial Street, Boorowa 
Boorowa / Upper Lachlan Boundary, 
Oldmangunyah Creek, Rugby ✓  

Jugiong Street 
MRR56 Marsden Street, Lachlan Valley 
Way, Boorowa 

Market Street, Boorowa 
✓  

Brial Street MRR248 Rugby Road, Boorowa MRR241 Court Street, Boorowa 
✓  

Court Street MRR241 Brial Street, Boorowa MRR241 Pudman Street, Boorowa 
✓  

Pudman Street MRR241 Court Street, Boorowa MRS56 Lachlan Valley Way, Boorowa 
✓  

Pudman Street 
MRR56 Marsden Street (Lachlan Valley 
Way) , Boorowa 

Scott Street, Boorowa 
✓ 

Travel permitted only when Marsden St is closed 
to traffic 

 

Scott Street Pudman Street, Boorowa Jugiong Street, Boorowa 
✓ 

Travel permitted only when Marsden St is closed 

to traffic. 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Jugiong Street 
MRR56 Marsden Street (Lachlan Valley 
Way) , Boorowa 

Scott Street, Boorowa 
✓ 

Travel permitted only when Marsden St is closed 
to traffic. 

 

Kingsvale Road MRR379 Wombat Road, Murrumburrah 
Entrance to Kingsvale Silo, Approx 50m 
East Of The Rail Crossing at Kingsvale 

✓ 
No travel permitted 8:00-9:30am and 2:30-

4:00pm on school days. 
 

Moppity Road Milgadara Lane, Barwang Douglas Road (Cusack Road) , Barwang 
✓ 

An 80 kph speed restriction applies. Local pickup 
and unload applies. 

 

Barwang Road Moppity Road, Barwang Saleyards Road, Harden 
✓ 

An 80 kph speed restriction applies. Local pickup 
and unload applies. 

 

RR380 Cunningar Road RR84 Burley Griffin Way, Cunningar 
Approx 2.5km East of Cusack Road, 
Barwang 

✓ 
Deliveries only to properties with road frontage. 

Drive-in, drive-out in forward direction only. 

✓ 

RR84 Burley Griffin Way HW2  Hume Highway, Yass Hw17 Newell Highway, Mirrool 
✓ ✓ 

Clarence Street MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, Murrumburrah MRR379 Wombat Road, Murrumburrah 
✓ ✓ 

RR377 Wombat Road MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, Murrumburrah MRR78 Olympic Highway, Wombat 
✓ ✓ 

West Street 
Albury Street, MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, 
Harden 

Neill Street, Harden 
✓  

Neill Street Vernon Street, Harden Lyons Street, Harden 
✓  

Bathurst Street 
Albury Street, MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, 
Harden 

Neill Street, Harden 
✓  

Saleyards Road Aurville Road, Harden Entrance To Harden Abattoirs, Harden 
✓ ✓ 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Aurville Road North Street, Harden Saleyards Road, Harden 
✓ ✓ 

Allsopp Street North Street, Harden Clarke Street, Harden 
✓ ✓ 

Aurville Lane Cattleyards Road, Harden Graincorp Silos, Harden 
✓  

Cattleyards Road Aurville Road, Harden Aurville Lane, Harden 
✓  

MRR381 Jugiong Road MRR84 Albury Street, Murrumburrah Futter Park Road, Beggan Beggan 
✓  

East Street Bobbara Street, Harden Rutland Street, Harden ✓ 
Unladen vehicles only permitted 

 

Doolan Road Rutland Street, Harden 
Entire Length, Approx 450m From Rutland 
Street,, Harden 

✓ 
Unladen vehicles only permitted 

 

East Street Bobbara Street, Harden Rutland Street, Harden ✓ 
Unladen vehicles only permitted 

 

Bobbara Street East Street, Harden Kelly Street, Harden 
✓  

Kelly Street Bobbara Street, Harden Smith Street, Harden 
✓  

Albury Street Lane Station Street, Harden East Street, Harden 
✓  

Station Street MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, Harden Albury Street Lane, Harden 
✓  

Humes Street 
MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, Albury Street, 
Harden 

Approx 250m From MRR84 Burley Griffin 
Way, Harden ✓ ✓ 

Linden Road MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, Harden 
Approx 2.1km From MRS84 Burley Griffin 
Way, Harden 

✓ 
No travel permitted over rail bridge on Linden 
Road approximately 2.1km from Burley Griffin 

Way. 

 

Eubindal Road Galong Road, Galong Barnu Mine Entrance, Galong 
✓ ✓ 
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ROAD NAME START POINT END POINT 
GML AND CML APPROVED 

(25M B-DOUBLE) 

HML 
APPROVED 

Galong Road Kalangan Street, Galong Eubindal Road, Galong 
✓ ✓ 

Kalangan Road Boorowa Street, Galong Galong Road, Galong 
✓  

Ryan Street Kalangan Street, Galong McMahon Street, Galong 
✓ ✓ 

Bobbara Road Crescent Street, Galong Boorowa Street, Galong 
✓ ✓ 

Crescent Street Limestone Way/Bouyea Road, Galong Bobbara Road, Galong 
✓ ✓ 

Limestone Way/Bouyea 
Road 

MRS84 Burley Griffin Way, Galong Crescent Street, Galong 
✓ ✓ 

Futter Park Road MRR381 Jugiong Road, Beggan Beggan Beggan Beggan Road, Beggan Begga 
✓  

Back Jugiong Road MRR387 Jugiong Road, Beggan Beggan 
2.58 Kms East Of Jugiong Road, Beggan 
Begga 

✓ 
An 80 kph speed restriction applies. Local pickup 

and unload applies. 

 

Cloete Street Zouch Street, Young Main Street, Young 
✓  

HW2 Hume Highway Yass Valley Way, Yass NSW/ Victorian Border 
✓ ✓ 

Riverside Drive 
HW2  Hume Highway, Approx 400m North 
of McMahons Reef Road, Jugiong 

HW2  Hume Highway, Approx 400m South 
Of Kitticarrara Road, Jugiong ✓  

MRR387 Jugiong Road MRR381 Riverside Drive, Jugiong 
Northbound Off Ramp From HW2  Hume 
Highway, Jugiong ✓  

McMahons Reef Road Riverside Drive, Jugiong 
Northbound Ramp on to Hume Highway, 
Jugiong ✓  
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7.2 RAIL NETWORK 
The rail network in Hilltops plays an important role in the movement of grain to consumer markets and ports. It also 
provides a passenger movement function with rail services between Sydney and Melbourne.  Figure 14, over page, 
outlines the various rail networks servicing Hilltops and is also provided at a larger scale in Appendix 2. 

There are three primary rail corridors travelling through the Hilltops Council area: 

• Main South Rail Line - The Main South Rail Line between Sydney and Melbourne passes through Harden from 
Yass Junction and on to Cootamundra to the south-west.  The line is managed by the Australian Rail Track 
Corporation (ARTC) and carries freight and passenger movements. There are currently two grain loading facilities 
on this line in the Hilltops Council area, at Harden and Cunningar. Cunningar is the primary facility and has 
recently received investment of $8.1 million from GrainCorp enabling the upgrade of the siding and grain storage 
facilities.  

• Parkes – Stockinbingal Line - The only operational north-south line travels through the west of the Hilltops 
Council area past Bribbaree and Milvale. The line is also managed by the ARTC and carries freight movements. 
There are three GrainCorp facilities located along this line at Bribbaree, Weedallion and Milvale. However 
anecdotally, it is believed that most of the grain stored at these facilities is trucked to Port Kembla.   

• Blayney to Demondrille Branch Line – This north-south rail line through the central spine of the Hilltops Council 
area has been fully decommissioned since 2009 and no longer runs services. When operational, it permitted rail 
travel from the Main South Rail Line at Demondrille through Young and the village of Bendick Murrell north to 
Blayney via Cowra. John Holland Pty Ltd manages the Blayney to Demondrille rail line. When operational the line 
carried freight and passenger movements. There are existing grain storage facilities at Young and Maimuru which 
provided direct access for grain movements to the branch line when in operation. 

CUNNINGAR RAIL SIDING AND GRAIN STORAGE UPGRADE 

Opened in December 2017, the upgraded Cunningar rail siding and grain storage allows for a 24-hour turnaround 
between Cunningar and Port Kembla, a 50% improvement on the rail cycle times. With investment of $8.1 million from 
GrainCorp the more efficient site will move thousands of tonnes back to rail, removing 4,000 truck journeys from local 
roads reducing wear and tear and increasing safety for local communities as well as saving freight costs to local farmers.  

The site is GrainCorp’s closest receival site to Port Kembla and can now load a 44-wagon train in 5 hours, 80% faster. The 
Cunningar upgrade is part of GrainCorp’s Project Regeneration initiative investing in rail-focussed infrastructure to 
create a more efficient network of storage sites across Australia’s eastern grain belt.  
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Figure 14: Hilltops Council - Rail network (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 

 



Hilltops Freight and Transport Study  
Final Report  

 

0864 – 3 May 2019 – V4 47 

 

7.2.1 POTENTIAL RAIL PROJECTS 

Hilltops is strategically positioned to take advantage of two new rail projects that are progressing in the planning and 
feasibility stages respectively. 

7.2.1.1 INLAND RAIL 

Inland Rail is a large scale project to provide a rail freight connection between Melbourne and Brisbane by completing 
missing links across Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland. When completed Inland Rail will provide a 1,700km 
single track rail line dedicated to freight movements. Planning for the proposed inland rail connecting Melbourne to 
Brisbane is well advanced with ARTC planning for Inland Rail to be operational in 2024/2025i.  

ATRC has identified the alignment through Hilltops will follow the existing Stockinbingal to Parkes rail alignment. 
Stockinbingal to Parkes is on of 13 projects that complete Inland Rail and involves the enhancement of 173km of existing 
rail corridor as shown in Figure 15. More detailed maps are provided at a larger scale in Appendix 3. 

 

Figure 15: Stockinbingal to Parkes Project - Inland Rail alignment (Source: ARTC, 2018) 

The focus of the upgrades and enhancements will be to improve vertical and horizontal clearances to create more width 
and height along the corridor and build a new passing loop to accommodate double-stacked freight trains.  The 
Stockinbingal to Parkes project is currently in the project feasibility phase before proceeding into the project assessment 
phase in 2019. It is during the project assessment phase that more certainty is likely to be provided with respect to 
detailed designii. 

There are three existing GrainCorp bulk grain storage facilities on the Stockinbingal to Parkes section, namely Milvale, 
Weedallion and Bribbaree.  This presents significant opportunity to the Hilltops region to benefit from improved rail 
access. This is reflected in Council’s ongoing support for the Inland Rail project and inclusion of a recommendation in this 
report to advocate for new or upgraded infrastructure for grain transport. 

7.2.1.2 HIGH SPEED RAIL 

The feasibility for High-Speed Rail operating between Sydney and Melbourne is currently being examined. The Federal 
Department of Infrastructure and Transport investigated a potential high speed rail passenger network between 2010 and 
2013 and delivered High Speed Rail Study Phase 1 and Phase 2 reports. Phase 1 identified a broad corridor and potential 
station locations as well as undertaking some preliminary costing for the project. Phase 2 refined the costing and refined 
the preferred route for high speed rail. 
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Figure 16: Preferred alignment for high speed rail along the east coast of Australia (Source: Department of 
Infrastructure and Transport - High Speed Rail Study Phase 2 Report, 2013) 

As shown in Figure 16, the preferred alignment follows a coastal route between Brisbane and Sydney before taking an 
inland alignment from Sydney to Melbourne. The alignment is complimented by spur lines into the Gold Coast and 
Canberra. The closest proposed station for the high speed rail to the Hilltops Council area is Wagga Wagga where a new 
station is proposed outside of the existing urban area to minimise cost and avoid disruptioniii. There are two sections of 
the alignment that either pass in proximity to the Hilltops region or through the Hilltops region – Goulburn – Yass and 
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Yass – Wagga Wagga. The Goulburn-Yass alignment is characterised by a ‘spur’ to service Canberra. The blue ‘spur’ 
arrangement is the preferred option as shown in Figure 17.  The Yass-Wagga Wagga alignment travels from Yass through 
to Cootamundra and on to Wagga Wagga where a station is earmarked south of the airport as shown in Figure 18. 

 

Figure 17: 'Spur' and 'through' alignment options to service Canberra (Source: Source: Department of Infrastructure and 
Transport - High Speed Rail Study Phase 2 Report, 2013) 
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Figure 18: Yass - Albury - Wodonga alignment options (Source: Department of Infrastructure and Transport - High 
Speed Rail Study Phase 2 Report, 2013) 

The most recent investigation into high speed rail is a proposal by Consolidated Land and Rail Australia also known as 
CLARA. CLARA is proposing to build a high speed rail network between Sydney and Melbourne via Canberra which 
connects five ‘inland cities’ that CLARA is proposing to build along the routeiv. Current planning is highly conceptual, 
however CLARA have received $20 million from the Federal Government to support development of a business case for 
the first stage between Melbourne and Sheppartonv.  
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Figure 19: The CLARA Plan for high speed rail between Sydney and Melbourne (Source: CLARA, 2018) 

Whilst not stopping in the Hilltops Council area the high speed rail corridor is considered a long term opportunity that can 
provide benefit to Hilltops community by providing new options to travel to Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne and 
reinforce the importance of good connections to regional centres such as Wagga Wagga. 

7.3 PASSENGER TRANSPORT 

7.3.1 REGIONAL TRAIN AND COACH NETWORK 

Hilltops is serviced by train and coach services as part of the regional network for Transport NSW TrainLink. Harden 
Station is located on the main Sydney to Melbourne line. Direct services operate between both cities and other stations 
along the line, including Wagga Wagga & Goulburn, to and from Harden daily. Young and Harden are also serviced by 
coach from Canberra. Young can be reached on the rail network by interchanging at Cootamundra with a connecting bus 
service. The regional train and coach network is shown in Figure 20 and at full scale in Appendix 4. 
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Figure 20: Excerpt from Regional Trains and Coaches Network Map (Source: Transport NSW, 2018) 

Table 7 lists the rail and coach services travelling to and from Hilltops. Across the services listed above Young and Harden 
are serviced by coach or train at least once a day.  

Table 7: Route and timetable information for passenger transport services to Hilltops Council (Source: Transport NSW) 

SERVICE TYPE 
STOPS IN 

HILLTOPS COUNCIL 
AREA 

STOPS IN NEARBY 
CENTRES 

FREQUENCY 

0621 Central to Melbourne (Southern 
Cross) 

Train Harden Cootamundra 

Yass Junction 

Daily 

0622 Melbourne (Southern Cross) to 
Central 

Train Harden Cootamundra 

Yass Junction 

Daily 

0623 Central to Melbourne (Southern 
Cross) 

Train Harden Cootamundra 

Yass Junction 

Daily 

0624 Melbourne (Southern Cross) to 
Central 

Train Harden Cootamundra 

Yass Junction 

Daily 

0641 Goulburn to Griffith Train Harden Cootamundra 

Yass Junction 

Monthly 

0642 Griffith to Goulburn Train Harden Cootamundra 

Yass Junction 

Monthly 

0781 Queanbeyan to Cootamundra Coach Harden 

Galong 

Wallendbeen 

Cootamundra 

Daily  
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SERVICE TYPE 
STOPS IN 

HILLTOPS COUNCIL 
AREA 

STOPS IN NEARBY 
CENTRES 

FREQUENCY 

0782 Cootamundra to Queanbeyan Coach Harden 

Galong 

Wallendbeen 

Cootamundra 

Daily  

0791 Cootamundra to Dubbo Coach Young Cootamundra Daily 

Monday, 
Wednesday and 
Saturday only 

0792 Dubbo to Cootamundra Coach Young Cootamundra Daily 

Tuesday, Thursday 
and Sunday only 

0793 Cootamundra to Bathurst Coach Young  

Bendick Murrell 

Cootamundra Daily 

Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Sunday only 

0794 Bathurst to Cootamundra Coach Young  

Bendick Murrell 

Cootamundra Daily 

Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday only 

 

7.3.2 TAXIS AND COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

Young/Boorowa Community Transport Service is the primary community transport operation servicing Hilltops Council 
area. They offer a range of services including: 

• same day return bus services from Young and Boorowa to Canberra and from Young to Wagga Wagga; 

• door to door transport services for access to Young centre from the Young and Boorowa areas; and 

• individual transport options to support community members to attend medical and hospital appointments as 
well as shopping and social services. 

The service has 12 vehicles operating out of Young and one operating out of Boorowa. The community transport vehicles 
include cars, vans and buses.  A 12 seat mini-bus operates a service to Wagga Wagga for access to medical services which 
often runs at capacity.. 

The same day return service to Canberra includes drop off points at the three major hospitals, the Jolimont Interchange in 
Canberra City and the Canberra Airport. Drop off points in Wagga Wagga include medical institutions, the airport and 
University. This service to Canberra is available Monday, Wednesday and Friday, whilst the Wagga Wagga service is on 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

Bookings are required and can be made directly with the Young/Boorowa Community Transport Service. 

Young is also serviced by six taxis which take fares in and around the township of Young with some trips to Boorowa and 
Harden as required. 

From desktop research undertaken it does not appear that ridesharing services, such as Uber and Hola, are available in 
Hilltops. The rideshare market is highly responsive and with low start-up costs there are limited barriers to a rideshare 
servicing establishing in Hilltops if the demand arises.  
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7.4 AIR TRANSPORT 
Within the Hilltops region Young Airport provides the opportunity for air transport. The nearest international airport 
servicing both passenger and freight movements is Canberra Airport. The nearest airports with scheduled domestic 
passenger services are at Wagga Wagga and Parkes. 

7.4.1 YOUNG AIRPORT 

Young Airport is a registered aerodrome under Part 39 of the Civil Aviation Safety Regulations 1998 and meets the design 
standards with an 18m wide 1,220m long asphalt runway designated 01/19, running north-south.  

Located on Maimuru Road at Maimuru approximately 6.5km north-west of Young the Airport has been previously 
serviced with both a courier service and passenger service, however it is currently used only for private aircraft with no 
passenger services unless chartered. 

Due to the size of the aerodrome and efficiency of road transport to Canberra and Sydney for air transport, it is unlikely 
that Young Airport will play a significant role in the future transport network. Challenges with regional aviation, such as 
rising costs, falling returns, poor interconnectivity, increased safety and security requirements, and maintenance 
challenges at regional airports and aerodromes have seen the number of airlines providing scheduled air services to 
regional centres decrease 54% between 2005 and 2014vi.   

As a result of this trend along with the physical constraints of the Airport and the potentially low passenger numbers it is 
not considered that advocating for the establishment of regular passenger transport services to Young Airport provides 
value for Council’s investment by comparison to investment in the road network which is more widely used and 
considered essential to the movement of people and goods. Whilst outside the scope of this Study, It is considered that 
maintenance of the asset with the view of providing for the increased use of the Young Airport for the recreational 
aviation sector is likely to be more beneficial. 

7.4.2 AIRPORTS IN SURROUNDING AREAS 

Temora Airport in the neighbouring LGA of Temora does not receive scheduled passenger services but is widely used by 
recreational and private aircraft as the airport operator (Temora Shire Council) does not charge landing fees. 

Wagga Wagga Airport and Parkes Airport are the closest airports providing scheduled passenger services. Located south-
west and north of the Hilltops region respectively they are both generally within a 2 hour drive of townships in Hilltops.  

Wagga Wagga Airport has daily scheduled passenger services to and from Sydney and Melbourne operated by QantasLink 
and Regional Express (REX).  Wagga Wagga Airport is also serviced by private charter companies and private aircraft for 
recreational purposes. Parkes Airport has daily scheduled passenger services to Sydney operated by REX and also has area 
available for the storage and operation of private aircraft. Both airports provide a flight time to Sydney of approximately 1 
hour. 

While the airports at Wagga Wagga and Parkes provide an alternative transport option to those travelling to Sydney (and 
Melbourne from Wagga Wagga) it is not considered that a significant number of residents and / or visitors will travel to 
and from Hilltops in this manner due to the cost, similar travel time to driving, and lack of flexibility in departure and 
arrival times.  

7.4.3 CANBERRA AIRPORT 

Canberra Airport is one of 21 airports nationally, leased from the Federal government under the Airports Act 1996. Within 
2 hours driving distance (approximately 140km) from Hilltops, Canberra Airport is the closest airport to the Hilltops region 
that provides multiple domestic and international flights for passenger and freight movements each day. 

Operated by Capital Airport Group Pty Ltd since 1998 Canberra airport is viewed as a significant opportunity for growth 
and expansion within the region, building off the capacity for 24/7 operations which cannot currently be accommodated 
at Sydney Airport. 

7.4.3.1 OVERNIGHT EXPRESS HUB 

One of the 11 Development Objectives in the Canberra Airport 2014 Master Plan is for development of a multi-modal 
transport hub for passenger and freight connections capable of being an overnight express hub. This is significant for the 
Hilltops region as expanded overnight express operations at Canberra Airport will allow for faster, more efficient 
movement of air freight domestically and internationally. As shown in Figure 21, Canberra Airport serves as an important 
part of this network due to the curfew at Sydney Airport and the quality road access to both Melbourne and Sydney from 
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Canberra allowing for movement of freight into Canberra and then onto Sydney by road to minimise the impact of the 
curfew. 

 

Figure 21: Existing and planned future overnight express network as at 2014 (Source: Canberra Airport, 2014) 

The initial stages of the domestic overnight freight hub as indicatively outlined in Figure 22, within 10 years could be 
accommodated at Canberra Airport with little or no additional infrastructure or impact on existing Airport users. The 
current Fairbairn apron provides substantial aircraft parking capability and is directly fronted by hangar facilities. 

Much of the freight in the first stage of a freight hub will simply be exchanged between aircraft or trucks, therefore 
minimal warehouse or other storage requirements associated with the freight operation will be required. Figure 22 shows 
the arrival and departure times for predicted fights as part of the overnight express hub to demonstrate the capacity 
across the three stages. 
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Figure 22: Excerpt from 2014 Master Plan showing predicted capacity for overnight express hub (Source: Canberra 
Airport, 2014) 

The growth of Canberra Airport, as demonstrated by the projected growth in freight aircraft movements, is expected to 
be significant and provide a strong opportunity for goods and produce from Hilltops to access domestic and 
internationally markets more readily.  

 

Figure 23: Excerpt from 2014 Master Pan showing projected growth in freight movements at Canberra Airport (Source: 
Canberra Airport, 2014) 

As a result, road access to Canberra and Canberra Airport will continue to be vital to the movement of goods and produce 
in and out of Hilltops with efficient road transport routes that provide reliable access with competitive travel time and 
capacity for heavy vehicle access will be important. Access to additional international and domestic passenger and freight 
flights will provide benefits for the Hilltops community 
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8 UNDERSTANDING DEMAND 

As outlined in Section 7 Hilltops is serviced by an established transport network with strong connections within the local 
region and to major centres and capital cities in surrounding regions, such as Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne. 

Demand on the network is driven by a number of factors, such as the needs of various road users and the requirement for 
the movement of people and goods. Access to markets and essential services, such as health and education are essential 
to the businesses that operate and the community that live in Hilltops. 

8.1 USER GROUPS 
There are five primary user groups utilising the transport network across the Hilltops LGA. These include drivers of heavy 
freight vehicles, light commercial vehicles, commuters both local and long distance, long distance travellers, local 
township journeys and drive tourists. Table 8 provides an overview of the characteristics for each group and their needs 
and priorities for their journey.  

Table 8: Overview of primary user groups 

USER 
GROUPS 

CHARACTERISTICS PRIORITIES / NEEDS 

Heavy 
freight 
vehicles 

• Freight haulage out of Hilltops of local produce 
including grain, wool, livestock, meat products, 
quarry materials, fruit etc. Freight haulage into 
Hilltops of commodities such as food, fuel, 
building materials, domestic goods, fertilisers 
etc.  

• Movement of processed animal feed (i.e. feed 
for livestock) travelling in, out and around 
Hilltops region coming and going from both 
domestic and international markets. 

• Movements within Hilltops including cartage of 
grain to grain storage facilities and feed mills, 
feed from feed mills to pig and poultry farms 
etc. 

• Movement of freight through Hilltops from 
surrounding regional centres and cities 

• Fastest possible travel time 

• Limited detours 

• Good road condition 

• Safe travel 

• Rest opportunities 

• Access to more B-double and HML routes 

• Access to Highways 

• Access to industry and businesses 

• Good connectivity between townships and 
other regional centres 

Light 
commercial 
vehicles 

• Businesses servicing the local area with 
deliveries 

• Local and regional trades people undertaking 
service calls 

• Local businesses delivering and receiving  
goods to and from  regional centres such as 
Goulburn, Yass, Cootamundra, Temora, Cowra 
and Wagga Wagga as well as Canberra, Sydney 
and Melbourne 

• Fastest possible travel time 

• Limited detours 

• Good road condition 

• Safe travel 

• Access to industry and businesses 

• Rest opportunities 

Long 
distance 
and local 
commuters 

• Local trips by residents between townships 

• Residents travelling into surrounding Council 
areas – Yass, Cootamundra, Cowra, Temora – 
for work 

• Residents travelling to Canberra for work and 
access to services 

• Local accessibility 

• Good travel time 

• Limited detours 

• Good road condition 

• Safe travel 
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USER 
GROUPS 

CHARACTERISTICS PRIORITIES / NEEDS 

• Good connectivity between townships 

Long 
distance 
road 
travellers   

• Passing through Hilltops en-route to another 
destination 

• Good travel time 

• Limited detours 

• Good road conditions 

• Safe travel 

• Rest opportunities 

 

Local 
township 
journeys 
and drive 
tourists 

• Local residents going about their day to day 
routines e.g. dropping children to day care and 
schools, visiting medical practices, etc. 

• Visitors and drive tourists 

• Grey nomads including RV owners 

• Good township road condition 

• Safe travel 

• Access to attractions and scenic spots  

• Rest areas 

• Town access 

 

Across the user groups identified, there are consistent priorities and needs that arise, as shown in Figure 24. These 
priorities reinforce the transport needs and directly relate to the strategic needs identified in Section 9.4. 

 

Figure 24: Consistent priorities for the journey across the five user groups (Source: PSA Consulting) 

  

CONSISTENT 
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8.2 FREIGHT TRANSPORT NEEDS 
The road and rail network in Hilltops needs to support the needs of a population of over 18,000 as well as a range of 
agricultural, food processing, mining and manufacturing businesses. There are a number of strategic routes that pass 
through the Hilltops region and travel through the townships such as Young, Harden-Murrumburrah, and Boorowa 
carrying through traffic travelling north-south and east-west, namely the Olympic Highway, Lachlan Valley Way and 
Burley Griffin Way. 

Access to goods and services, such as health and education, is also important for the local community and is a significant 
need driving demand and use of the transport network. However, the movement of freight relating to agriculture and 
food production is considered the primary transport need in the Hilltops region as it is central to the economic prosperity 
of the area and the ability of the region to support a resident population. Additionally, a network that efficiently and 
effectively services freight demand will also provide benefits for the broader community in terms of improved road 
condition, travel time improvements and better road user experience. 

The location of Hilltops being at around 2 hours from Canberra and 4.5 hours from Sydney means that materials and 
produce is sourced from local retailers as well as from outside the region which contributes to the demand on the 
transport network. Agricultural land stretches across the entire Hilltops Council area and is dispersed across the transport 
network. Figure 25, over page, captures the extent of known food production operations and their location in relation to 
the transport network. Figure 25 is also provided at a larger scale in Appendix 5. 
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Figure 25: Location of key industries in Hilltops Council area (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 
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8.2.1 CROPS AND GRAIN 

Wheat is the main winter grain crop grown in the Hilltops region, making up 83% of the value of all grains grown in the 
LGA.  Oats and barley add a further 6.5% each, with small amounts of triticale and sorghum. Cereals grown for grain make 
up 16.7% of the value of all agriculture in the LGA. Much of Hilltops grain production is used as feed for intensive meat 
production, reinforcing both value-added and reliance on grains within the region.  

The grain grown in Hilltops generally has a summer harvest from November through to March and is relatively time 
sensitive to ensure connections to ports and export markets are met. Grain transportation takes a variety of routes – farm 
to bulk storage facilities, farm to feed mill, bulk grain storage facility to feed mill, and bulk grain storage facilities to Port 
Kembla for export. Whilst the upgrade of the GrainCorp facility at Cunningar has increased the use of rail to Port Kembla 
particularly in light of the 24-hour train turnaround, the trip from other bulk grain storage facilities to port is mostly via 
road freight vehicles. Nevertheless, the improved rail transportation from Cunningar now provides farmers the choice of 
road transport to this facility on the Main South Line and then rail; or alternatively, trucking the grain via road to Port 
Kembla.  

8.2.1.1 FEED MILLS 

A significant destination for grain product grown in Hilltops is feed mills, where grains and a range of other inputs are 
milled into animal feed to support livestock production. There are four feed mills in the Hilltops Council area, three in 
Young and one in Bendick Murrell.  

Feed mills have large inputs and outputs that generate significant freight movements across the transport network. 
Deliveries of grain to, and blended feed product from, the mills are generally consistent across the year.  

8.2.2 FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 

Young has historically been the cherry capital of Australia.  Cherries contributed 13.3% of agricultural value yielded in 
Hilltops in the 2015-2016 agricultural census. Other fruit and vegetables produced in Hilltops include nectarines, peaches, 
apricots, pears, grapes, strawberries, almonds and olives. 

Cherries have a 100-day season in summer, usually between mid-October through to January with a peak in November 
and December. Products from cherry orchards are trucked south to the Hume Highway and on to their destination in 
Melbourne, Canberra or Sydney.  

The Burley Griffin Way is also an important east-west link for fruit and vegetables grown in areas to the west of Hilltops 
LGA, in locations including Griffith and the Riverina.  

8.2.3 MINERALS AND QUARRY MATERIAL 

Based on data from the 2016 Census the mining industry makes the second highest contribution to Hilltops Gross 
Regional Product (GRP) despite providing only 1.1% of employment within the LGA. 

There are a number of small mines and quarries in Hilltops LGA. The mine at Galong, east of Harden, is owned by 
Greymont and produces agricultural lime and quick lime. This product is shipped to the east via Burley Griffin Way and to 
the north via the Lachlan Valley Way. Causemag Mine at Thuddungra is an open pit magnesium mine near Young with a 
processing facility within the Young township. To the north in Cowra Shire, the Glenella Mine produces approximately 
200,000 tonnes per annum of quartz, pebbles, and sand, some of which is transported south via the Lachlan Valley Way.  

There is potential lithium and other rare metal mining north west of Young towards Bribbaree, as well as magnetite just 
north of the Shire at Grenfell. With no mines yet operational, it is unknown if ore from these mines will pass south 
through the Hilltops Council area. 

Growth opportunities in the mining industry lie in increased extraction and value-adding activities, however employment 
in this sector is unlikely to remain low due to the limited employment demand in the local industry. Development of 
additional mines is restrained by an undersupply of water to some parts of the LGA. 

8.2.4 LIVESTOCK 

Livestock production and slaughtering are important elements in the food production supply chain. Within Hilltops a 
range of livestock, including beef, lamb, poultry and pork are produced and slaughtered either within the Council area or 
at facilities within driving distance. Livestock slaughtering contributed 29.3% of the value of Hilltops agricultural 
production in the 2015-2016 agricultural census. 
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There are a number of abattoirs in the broader region which service demand across Hilltops. These are outlined in Table 9 
below, noting the lack of detailed data regarding actual processing capacity and employment. 

Table 9: Abattoirs within 550km of Young (Source: NCEconomics, 2018) 

 

8.2.4.1 BEEF AND LAMB 

Beef (cattle and calves) contributed 29.5% of the value of all Hilltops livestock slaughtering while sheep and lambs 
contributed 32.3%. If wool, sheep and lambs are combined, they contributed 24.7% of the value of all Hilltops agriculture 
in 2015-2016. 

Currently, commercial slaughtering services for beef and sheep are available through Hilltop Meats, located in Young.  
The next closest facility in Cowra is less than a 1-hour drive from Young.  Cootamundra, Canowindra, Gundagai, Junee and 
Wagga Wagga are within a 2-hour drive from Young. Packaged meat product from the Young abattoir is trucked in 
refrigerated heavy freight vehicles to Melbourne, Canberra and Sydney.  

The demand for freight movements arising from livestock production and slaughtering is generally consistent throughout 
the year based on growing cycles. 

Wool is not time sensitive and freighting of wool and associate products occurs sporadically throughout the year. 

8.2.4.2 PORK 

Pigs contributed 37.1% of the value of all Hilltops livestock slaughtering. For piggeries, the primary inbound product is 
feed, and the primary outbound product is live pigs headed for the abattoir at Cowra for domestic consumption or for 
Melbourne where there in an accredited abattoir to international export. 

8.2.4.3 POULTRY AND EGG PRODUCTS 

Poultry contributed 1.2% of the value of all Hilltops livestock slaughtering. There are a number of poultry farms in Hilltops 
with inbound product predominantly feed, sawdust and hatchlings. Live birds are generally transported to Canowindra or 
Griffith for slaughter. 

There is also a poultry business in Hilltops LGA which produces eggs. Eggs are freighted by road to Canberra and Sydney. 
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8.3 COMMUNITY TRANSPORT NEEDS 
As outlined in section 8.1 the transport needs of the Hilltops community include local township journeys as well as 
commuters travelling various distances. The primary reason for travel is to access employment, goods and services – such 
as health and education both within and external to the Hilltops region. The community expect reliable and efficient 
access to employment, goods and services and access to health and education services is particularly important. As 
detailed in Section 7 a majority of transport movements occur on the road network as it is the easiest and most efficient 
way to travel, by comparison to the passenger transport ( rail, bus etc.) networks. While the passenger transport network 
provides connections to key centres it is not time competitive and does not provide the flexibility that travel by private 
vehicle provides.  

8.4 TOURISM TRANSPORT NEEDS 
Tourists have a unique set of transport needs depending on the reason for travel and the mode they are using to get 
around. Someone taking a day trip from Canberra will have different needs to a ‘grey nomad’ who is keen to take their 
time and more time in the region. Due to the location and geographic spread of attractions in the Hilltops region, private 
vehicle (including hire cars and caravans/Recreational Vehicles (RVs)) is the primary mode of transport used by tourists to 
access the attractions in Hilltops.  

The road network is the primary transport infrastructure that brings visitors to and around the Hilltops region. Visitors to 
the region need to be able to safely and efficiently use the road network to access key attractions, accommodation, and 
public amenities facilities. Access to facilities is particularly important for RV users who need to access potable water and 
dump points on a regular basis and have specific accommodation requirements. Regardless of the type of tourist there 
are a number of needs that are consistent and important in providing a road network that supports their needs. 

• Good road condition; 

• Regular and clear signage – directional ad information; 

• Access to attractions and scenic sports; 

• Access to townships and centres; and 

• Opportunities to rest – either at quality rest areas or parks in townships. 

8.5 ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
With the move toward renewable energy sources and the take up of electric vehicles gaining momentum, provision for 
the charging of electric vehicles is a service that will need to be considered into the future. There has been recent 
investment in infrastructure for electric vehicles within Hilltops. 

8.5.1 YOUNG ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATION 

In early 2019 the NRMA installed an electric vehicle fast charging station in Young  with the support of Hilltops Council. 
The fast charging station will enables motorists to charge their cars in about 30 minutes. The fast charging station in 
Young, located in a Council owned car park on Lovell Street and Rogan Lane, is the eighth NRMA fast charging station to 
open to the public, following Sydney Olympic Park, Wallsend, Jindabyne, Pokolbin, Mittagong, Narrandera and Berry.  
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Figure 26: NRMA Electric Vehicle Fast Charging Station in Young (Source: Hilltops Council, 2019) 

As shown in Figure 25 the fast charging station is clearly signed and provides a dedicated space for the charging of electric 
vehicles.  The fast charging station contributes to the NRMA goal of installing an extensive network of fast charging 
stations across NSW and the ACT so that 95% of journeys are within 150 kilometres of one of the charging stations. 

8.5.2 OTHER EXAMPLES 

The provision of electric vehicle charging infrastructure is largely being led by the private sector however there are recent 
examples of where State and local governments have worked with motoring organisations and the private sector in the 
delivery of electric vehicle charging infrastructure. 

8.5.3 PERTH TO SOUTH-WEST ELECTRIC HIGHWAY 

In June 2015, Australia’s first electric highway was launched in Western Australia with fast charging stations installed in 
Mandurah, Bunbury and Busselton.  The project, funded by the Royal Automobile Club of Western Australia, will provide 
chargers that consist of  a 43 kW Fast AC option (Type-Two, or Mennekes connector, suits Tesla Model S) and two 50 kW 
Fast DC options - SAE Combo for the BMW i3 and ChaDeMo for Japanese makes of car.  A slow charger capable of 
delivering up to 7kW is also located at each station.  A 15 amp GPO is also availablevii. 
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Figure 27: An Electric Vehicle Charging Station in the Western Australian Electric Highway (Source: ABC News viii) 

8.5.4 TESLA FAST CHARGE FACILITY - GOULBURN 

The first Tesla ‘Supercharger’ station outside of Sydney and Melbourne was established in Goulburn (NSW) in October 
2015. Goulburn, near Canberra, is on the Hume Highway between Sydney and Melbourne and allows for Tesla electric 
vehicles to drive between the two capital cities. ‘Superchargers’ charge Tesla electric vehicles in minutes rather than the 
hours required for lower amp facilities.  

The ‘Supercharger’ station has eight bays and is located near the Goulburn Visitor Information Centre. The ‘Supercharger’ 
can deliver 270km of optimal distance driving range to a Tesla Model S in 30 minutes. A longer charge will increase the 
range available up to 502km. The ‘Supercharger’ installation at Goulburn is the largest in the southern hemisphere and 
joins the ranks of the existing ‘supercharger’ facilities at Albury-Wodonga, Euroa and Pyrmont in Sydney. 

 

Figure 28: A Tesla 'Supercharger' in Goulburn NSW (Source: Gizmodoix) 
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9 GAP ANALYSIS 

A gap analysis has been undertaken using a range of tools to identify what elements of the transport network are not 
meeting the needs and to confirm which elements are working well.  

9.1 SWOT ANALYSIS 
The following Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis has been prepared for each transport 
network based on research and analysis undertaken. The SWOT informs the gap analysis by confirming constraints and 
opportunities, and to capture outputs from consultation activities and research completed by project team. 

Table 10: SWOT Analysis – Transport Networks 

ROAD NETWORK 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

• Location  

o Within easy driving distance to a large number of 
population centres and ports 

o Proximity to key road freight routes – Olympic 
Highway, Hume Highway and Burley Griffin Way 

o Access into international ports – Canberra Airport, 
Port Kembla, Port Botany, Sydney Airport 

o Good access to regional centres – Cowra, Wagga 
Wagga, Bathurst, Orange and Parkes 

o Easy access to Canberra as a larger market and 
international gateway 

o Road network provides access to Main South Line 
rail freight opportunities at Cunningar and Harden 
grain storage facilities 

• Good base network with connectivity between 
townships and centres 

• Existing investment in agriculture – high value 
products 

• Existing intensive livestock industries and businesses 
with significant investment 

• Self-containment of supply chains within Hilltops 

• Limitations of existing B-double network 

o Creating a time and distance penalty for some 
operators 

o Road closures result in significant detours 

o Limited options to detour around townships if 
operators wish to avoid urban areas 

• Road condition limiting ability to accommodate HML 
vehicles – particularly bridges, pavement, 
intersections, road geometry, and shoulder widths 

• Road condition limiting willingness of visitors and drive 
tourists (particularly with RVs or caravans) to explore 
the region 

• Strip development, i.e. a significant number of 
residential driveways and farm gate access points 
directly accessing the Olympic Highway around Young 
creating seasonal safety and efficiency challenges 

• Road safety challenges 

o Fatigue challenges on Lachlan Valley Way and 
Burley Griffin Way 

o Conflict between heavy freight vehicles and light 
vehicles 

o Existing vertical and horizontal geometry of some 
roads – Olympic Highway, particularly between 
Wagga Wagga and Young, listed by RMS as a 
challenge 

• Limited rest areas available for heavy vehicles and 
other motorists (drive tourists) to attract drivers to 
stop and rest 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• High value agricultural products with potential for 
international export 

• Limited B-double accessibility limiting business and 
industry investment 
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• Drive tourism – building on the success of RV facilities 
at the Murrumburrah Showgrounds 

• Recent and further planned investment in Lachlan 
Valley Way increasing the attractiveness as a Regional 
Road route 

• Expansion plans at Port Eden may result in new 
capacity for export 

• Council investment in roads – piecemeal but ongoing  

• Expansion of existing and encouragement of new 
businesses and industries with competitive access to 
key ports and centres 

• Potential for a freight and logistics hub due to strategic 
location of Hilltops region 

• Investment in heavy vehicle facilities may encourage 
logistics investment 

• Long term safety and efficiency of Olympic Highway as 
vehicle numbers increase 

• Council investment in roads not able to keep up with 
industry demand 

• Losing trade from townships with new service centres 
outside of the LGA (e.g. planned service centre at 
Wallendbeen) 

• Safety and efficiency impacts from strip development 
along Olympic Highway if no rationalisation and review 
of access points 

• Significant trees in road corridors may be a constraint 
on realignment works to address road geometry 
deficiencies or pavement widening 

RAIL NETWORK 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

• Location  

o Rail access into international ports – Port Kembla, 
Port Botany 

o Rail access to regional centres –Wagga Wagga, 
Yass  

o Access to rail freight opportunities at Cunningar 
and Harden grain storage facilities 

• Upgraded Cunningar rail siding and grain storage 
facility providing significant efficiency benefits 

• Existing investment in agriculture – high value 
products 

• Existing intensive livestock industries and businesses 
with significant investment 

• Self-containment of supply chains within Hilltops 

• Limited rail infrastructure, particularly providing for 
north-south movements 

• Time limitations on some rail movements encouraging 
operators to use road freight for the entire journey 

• The cost advantage of road over rail from grain storage 
facilities other than located on the Main South Rail 
Line  

• Double handling of produce 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• High value agricultural products with potential for 
international export 

• Faster rail access to Port Kembla with the completion 
of the missing Maldon to Dombarton link allowing 
bypass of Sydney and less competition with passenger 
services which provides benefits to Hilltops in the 
movement of freight to Port Kembla 

• Expansion plans at Port Eden may result in new 
capacity for export, if Canberra to Eden rail link 
constructed 

• Expansion of existing and the encouragement of new 
businesses and industries with competitive access to 

• Lack of investment in rail encourages shift to road 
transport 

• Negative perception of LEP – that LEP may result in 
restrictions on business and transport 
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key ports and centres 

• Potential for a freight and logistics hub due to strategic 
location of Hilltops region 

• Blayney to Demondrille re-opening providing rail 
freight opportunities  

• Investment in Inland Rail and High-Speed Rail 

PASSENGER TRANSPORT 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

• Established passenger transport services on both rail 
and road connecting to regional centres, Sydney, 
Melbourne and Canberra 

• Established community transport service providing 
connections to key destinations within and outside of 
Hilltops 

• Comfortable driving distance within Hilltops and to key 
centres such as Cootamundra, Cowra, Wagga Wagga, 
Yass, Goulburn and Canberra 

• Limited passenger transport network and services 

• Low frequency of services due to lower demand  

• Low mode share, largely due to limited network and 
services 

• Timing of services does not encourage use of 
passenger transport for commuting 

• Few direct services to key centres 

• Operational cost for service provider 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• Investment in community transport to provide more 
options  

• Demand responsive transport and mobility as a service 
models 

• Ageing population requiring passenger transport 
services 

• Seeking funding for services from a low patronage 
base 

• Not keeping up with demand for passenger transport 
emerging from ageing population pressures  

AIR TRANSPORT 

STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES 

• Existing registered aerodrome within the LGA 

• Ability to accommodate smaller aircraft at Young 
Airport 

• Within 2 hours of Canberra Airport – access to 
domestic and internationally freight and passenger 
services operating 24/7 

• Limited use of Young Airport beyond private planes 
and charters 

• Road access to Young Airport is not suitable for a 
significant number of heavy vehicle movements 

• Limited passenger transport options to access 
Canberra Airport 

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS 

• Further development of Canberra Airport overnight 
express hub 

• Improved road access to Canberra Airport 

• Changes to domestic and international flights servicing 
Canberra Airport 
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9.2 GAPS IN THE FREIGHT NETWORK  
Heavy vehicle redundancy assessments have been undertaken on both the GML and CML, and HML networks. The intent 
of assessing the redundancy and capacity of the network to accommodate changes in vehicle movements due to road 
closures is to identify the level of vulnerability that exists currently and understand the impacts on travel time and 
distance travelled when alternative routes are required.  

The assessments include a number of select origin and destinations within and surrounding the Hilltops LGA and the 
impact on travel time and distance on the heavy vehicle network should a road be closed for unforeseen circumstances. 
The GML and CML, and HML networks have been assessed separately in Sections 9.2.1 and 0 respectively. The results of 
the assessment are shown in Table 11 and Figure 29 (over page) for the GML and CML network and in Table 12 and Figure 
30 (over page) for the HML network. 

Included in the tables are the names of the roads being considered, the origin and destinations along that road, the travel 
time and distance when the road is open, the travel time and distance when the road is closed, and the number reference 
to the maps on the following pages. The colours in the tables also reference to the maps. 

The distance and timing shown in the tables was obtained using Google Maps directions and in some cases modified to 
ensure the route remained on the heavy vehicle routes as specified in RMS’s NSW Higher Mass Limit (HML) and Restricted 
Access Vehicle (RAV) Maps. This assessment helps to identify key links in the network and provides an overview of the 
importance of said links due the potential impact on travel time and distance for heavy vehicles. 

9.2.1 GML AND CML NETWORK 

The GML and CML network is made up of 19 – 26m B-double routes. Within the Hilltops LGA, HV routes for all type of B-
doubles are the same. There are a number of roads within the LGA which include HV travel conditions, some of which 
have been considered in this assessment.  

To identify key links, travel times and distances have been assessed. It is noted that all travel times and distances for 
alternative routes are over 100% times those of direct routes. For this assessment, those with over 200% travel times and 
distances have been considered as key links. 

GML and CML Key Road Links: 

• Henry Lawson Way 

• Milvale Road 

• Murringo Road 

• Rugby Road / Boorowa Road 

The assessment also identifies potential for new key links to strengthen the network. The following roads have been 
identified: 

• Cunningar Road (connection to Boorowa) 

Table 11: GML and CML HV Redundancy Assessment (Source: PSA Consulting, Google Maps) 

CLOSED 
ROAD NAME 

ORIGIN 
DESTIN
ATION 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

WHEN 
ROAD 
OPEN 

TRAVEL 
DISTANCE 

WHEN 
ROAD 
OPEN 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

WHEN 
ROAD 

CLOSED 

TRAVEL 
DISTANCE 

WHEN 
ROAD 

CLOSED 

% 
TRAVEL 

TIME 
INC 

% 
TRAVEL 
DIST INC 

MAP 
REF 

North-South Connections 

1 
Henry 
Lawson 
Way 

Young Grenfell 36 min 50.6 km 

1 hr 22 
min 

114 km 128% 125% 1.1 

1 hr 21 
min 

107 km 125% 111% 1.2* 

1 hr 25 
min 

123 km 136% 143% 1.3 
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CLOSED 
ROAD NAME 

ORIGIN 
DESTIN
ATION 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

WHEN 
ROAD 
OPEN 

TRAVEL 
DISTANCE 

WHEN 
ROAD 
OPEN 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

WHEN 
ROAD 

CLOSED 

TRAVEL 
DISTANCE 

WHEN 
ROAD 

CLOSED 

% 
TRAVEL 

TIME 
INC 

% 
TRAVEL 
DIST INC 

MAP 
REF 

*Travel conditions apply to this route – Old Forbes Road: No travel on school days between 7:15am to 8:00am and 4:00pm to 4:45pm. 

2 
Olympic 
Highway 

Young Cowra 56 min 69.5 km 

1 hr 23 
min 

121 km 48% 74% 2.1 

1 hr 13 
min 

104 km 30% 50% 2.2 

3 
Lachlan 
Valley 
Way 

Boorowa Cowra 53 min 77.2 km 
1 hr 29 

min 
119 km 68% 54% 3.1 

4 
Wombat 
Road 

Wombat Harden 16 min 20.4 km 28 min 35.8 km 75% 75% 4.1 

East-West Connections 

5 
Milvale 
Road 

Young Milvale 33 min 42.9 km 

1 hr 19 
min 

92.2 km 139% 115% 5.1* 

1 hr 39 
min 

135 km 200% 215% 5.2 

*Travel conditions apply to this route – Old Forbes Road: No travel on school days between 7:15am to 8:00am and 4:00pm to 4:45pm.  

6 
Burley 
Griffin 
Way 

Wallend
been 

Yass 59 min 85.1 km 

1 hr 36 
min 

131 km 63% 54% 6.1 

1 hr 37 
min 

142 km 64% 67% 6.2 

7 
Burley 
Griffin 
Way 

Goulbur
n 

Temora 2 hr 28 min 228 km 
4 hr 46 
min^ 

411 km 93% 80% 7.1 

8 
Murringo 
Road 

Young Boorowa 38 min 49.5 km 

1 hr 40 
min 

134 km 163% 171% 8.1 

1 hr 44 
min 

147 km 174% 197% 8.2 

9 

Rugby 
Road / 
Boorowa 
Road 

Boorowa 
Crookwe
ll 

1 hr 5 min 86.5 km 
1 hr 55 

min 
175 km 77% 102% 9.1 

^Only possible if area for vehicle to turn around  

It is noted that Burley Griffin Way is the only true east-west connection, hence its consideration as a priority 1 strategic 
freight route and when considering long-distance east-west movements there is a significant impact on the route 
compared to shorter trips within the Hilltops LGA as shown in item 7 in Table 11. The alternative route option is only valid 
if it is possible for the B-double vehicle to turn around or if the detour is known ahead of time.  

9.2.2 HML NETWORK 

The HML network is made up of both ‘Short Combination’ and 25/26m B-double routes. Within the Hilltops LGA, there 
are three routes with ‘Short Combination Routes Only’ and two with HV travel conditions. The HML network is 
significantly smaller than the GML and CML network. 

Only three routes have been considered for this assessment due to the limited size of the network. Using the same 200% 
travel time and distance principal as the previous assessment, there are two key links identified. 
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HML Key Road Links: 

• Olympic Highway 

• Lachlan Valley Way  

• Burley Griffin Way 

The assessment also identifies potential for new key links to strengthen the network. The following roads have been 
identified:  

• Murringo Road 

• Cunningar Road (connection to Boorowa) 

Table 12: HML HV Redundancy Assessment (Source: PSA Consulting, Google Maps) 

CLOSED 
ROAD NAME 

ORIGIN 
DESTIN
ATION 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

WHEN 
ROAD 
OPEN 

TRAVEL 
DISTANCE 

WHEN 
ROAD 
OPEN 

TRAVEL 
TIME 

WHEN 
ROAD 

CLOSED 

TRAVEL 
DISTANCE 

WHEN 
ROAD 

CLOSED 

% 
TRAVE
L TIME 

INC 

% 
TRAVEL 
DIST INC 

MAP 
REF 

North-South Connections 

1 
Olympic 
Highway 

Young Cowra 56 min 69.5 km 
2 hr 30 

min 
209 km 168% 201% 1.1 

2 
Lachlan 
Valley Way 

Boorowa Cowra 53 min 77.2 km 
2 hr 30 

min 
203 km 183% 163% 2.1 

East-West Connections 

3 
Burley 
Griffin Way 

Wallend
been 

Yass 59 min 85.1 km 
1 hr 33 

min 
141 km 58% 66% 3.1* 

*Travel conditions apply to this route – Olympic Highway: Heavy vehicle by-pass through Cootamundra via Campbell, Hovell, Harpley and Sutton Streets 
must be used. 

It is noted that Burley Griffin Way is the only true east-west connection, hence its consideration as a priority 1 strategic 
freight route and when considering long-distance east-west movements there is a significant impact on the route 
compared to shorter trips within the Hilltops LGA. There is no alternative route option if there is an incident on Burley 
Griffin Way between Goulburn and Yass and the vehicle is required to travel between Goulburn and Temora. 
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Figure 29: GML and CML HV Redundancy Assessment (Source: PSA Consulting, Google Maps) 
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Figure 30: HML HV Redundancy Assessment (Source: PSA Consulting, Google Maps) 
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9.3 OPPORTUNITIES AND CONSTRAINTS 
The SWOT analysis and redundancy assessment have identified a number of opportunities and constraints. Figure 31, 
over page, shows the opportunities and constraints identified for the transport network in Hilltops.  Table 13 provides a 
short overview of each opportunities and constraint as numbered in Figure 31. 

Table 13: Overview of Identified Opportunities and Constraints 

# DETAILS 
OPPORTUNITY 
/CONSTRAINT 

1 ATRC Inland Rail Corridor – improved north-south railway connections and servicing of three existing 
GrainCorp facilities 

Opportunity 

2 Milvale Road – upgraded freight connection to Inland Rail Opportunity 

3 Olympic Way – road geometry constraints and safety issues with farm accesses Constraint 

4 Jugiong Road – limitations on the north-south movement of heavy freight vehicles direct to the Hume 
Highway due to substandard pavement and bridges 

Constraint 

5 Blayney to Demondrille railway – the recommissioning would provide some opportunity to transport 
grain from Maimuru and Young, and quarry product from Glenella and Galong on rail rather than road 

Opportunity 

6 GrainCorp Cunningar rail siding and grain storage facility – the recent expansion of this facility is 
providing grain transport cost advantages to rail over road  

Opportunity 

7 Murringo Road - limitations on movement of HML due to road geometry, pavement width and 
structurally deficient bridges 

Opportunity 

8 Murringo Gap Road/Chews Lane - limitations on movement of fully loaded B-doubles due to road 
geometry, pavement and structurally deficient bridges 

Constraint 

9 Olympic Highway Bendick Murrell Bends - road geometry constraints Constraint 

10 Lachlan Valley Way - recent and planned future upgrades Opportunity  

11 Rye Park Road - limitations on movement of B-doubles due to road geometry, narrow pavement and 
structurally deficient bridges 

Constraint 

12 High Speed Rail (long term) Opportunity 

13 Henry Lawson Way – road and bridge improvements facilitating an improved north-south transport 
route and access to Grenfell 

Opportunity 

14 Bribbaree Road – a key east-west link providing access to a number of rural industries and a rare 
metals investigation area (referenced in #17) 

Opportunity 

15 Burley Griffin Way – key east-west route with potential to attract investment through servicing of 
professional drivers and tourists 

Opportunity 

16 Cunningar Road – potential to improve accessibility between Harden and Boorowa and improve access 
to rural industries 

Opportunity 

17 Investigation area for rare metals north of Bribbaree Road. Opportunity 
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Figure 31: Opportunities and Constraints for the transport network in Hilltops Council area (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 
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9.4 STRATEGIC NEEDS 
The identification of strategic needs for the freight and transport network servicing Hilltops has been informed by: 

• findings of the context analysis; 

• analysis of available data; 

• discussions with key State and Council stakeholders and members of the community as part of consultation 
activities; and 

• the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats identified in the SWOT analysis. 

Three strategic needs have been identified and refined in partnership with Council officers. These strategic needs set the 
direction for development of the Vision and Goals, as well as informing the identification and assessment of action and 
recommendations.  

 

Figure 32: Strategic Needs for Hilltops freight and transport network (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 
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1. Developing and expanding the HML and GML Networks 

Developing and expanding the HML and GML (including CML) networks is a priority to facilitate the most efficient 
movement of goods to market and allow for easy access to ports. A network that accommodates HML and GML (i.e. 
heavy vehicles) is vital in providing for local products and produce to access domestic and international markets in a 
timely and cost competitive manner. Heavy vehicle access through the local government area and to key regional hubs, 
ports and cities is needed to support the efficient and affordable transport of products and produce and provide a 
competitive edge to existing businesses whilst attracting new businesses and investment. The priorities for this strategic 
need are as follows: 

• Improve pavement strength and shoulder widths on key routes;  

• Upgrade structurally deficient bridges and culverts on key routes upgrades; and 

• Incorporate redundancy into the heavy freight road network so that road closures do not significantly impact on 
operations. 

2. Road safety 

Road safety is a key component of the road network and broader transport network. The ability for road users to travel 
safety between their destinations is vital in ensuring confidence in using the road network and improving road user 
experience. There are ongoing challenges with the condition of road pavement and pavement width that have a 
particular impact on heavy vehicle movements and if left unmonitored can become safety issues. The higher percentage 
of heavy vehicles using the roads within Hilltops means that there is a mix of vehicle types with the potential for conflict 
between heavy vehicles and other road users as well as pedestrians and cyclists (particularly through the townships). This 
potential conflict needs to be closely managed to ensure the safety of all road users. The vertical and horizontal geometry 
of some roads in Hilltops also presents a road safety challenge in terms of sight distances for safe access to properties, 
overtaking opportunities and stopping bays. The priorities for this strategic need are as follows: 

• Continue to upgrade and eliminate safety issues on key routes through Hilltops, particularly on the Olympic 
Highway, Lachlan Valley Way and Burley Griffin Way. 

• Limit heavy vehicle and light vehicle interactions where possible; 

• Manage road safety issues through townships including mitigating conflict between heavy vehicles and 
vulnerable road users; 

• Manage road safety challenges with private access points to key roads; 

• Improve rest and heavy vehicle facilities; and 

• Reinforcing the heavy vehicle service corridors identified through Young. 

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports 

As highlighted previously access to domestic and international markets is vital. Access to freight hubs, regional centres 
and key ports has benefits for both the movement of freight around, to and from Hilltops and the community transport 
needs and movements to access goods and services – particularly health and education. Focusing on access to key ports 
and regional hubs provides a well connected region that facilitates the movement of freight (products and produce) as 
well as people and supports the hub and spoke model promoted by the NSW government in their long term transport 
strategies. Providing land for dedicated freight and logistics functions is also important in consolidating and improving 
access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports. Key locations where access needs to be focused are as follows: 

• Port Kembla – maintain access and seek improvements to travel time and reliability; 

• Port Botany – maintain access; 

• Port Eden – secure new connections to capitalise on port expansion; 

• Canberra Airport – maintain access and seek improvements to travel time and reliability; 

• Inland rail – watching brief on opportunities and reinforce current access routes to the corridor; 

• Key regional centres – Wagga Wagga, Parkes, Bathurst and Orange; and 

• Planned freight hubs – Wagga Wagga and Parkes. 
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10 FUTURE TRANSPORT NETWORK 

Hilltops is well connected and strategically located in the broader region with direct access to the State highway network 
supported by a regional road network and the Main Southern Railway Line providing access to international ports and 
airports and key population centres such as Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne. In maximising the benefit of being well 
connected and located, the Hilltops transport network can be managed and developed to ensure that the road and rail 
connections support the needs of both local businesses and the Hilltops community into the future. 

10.1 VISION AND GOALS 
A vision that embodies the aspirations of the Hilltops community, including local businesses is an important step in 
identifying the future transport network and provides focus that guides future planning and investment. The vision is 
supported by four goals that provide more detailed interpretation of the vision and break it down into elements that will 
ultimate achieve the vision.  

VISION 

Hilltops is a connected region with a safe, robust, and responsive transport network that supports the current and 
future access needs of the Hilltops community and local businesses and responds to the transport needs of the local 

community into the future. 

The transport network in Hilltops gives our community freedom to travel, encourages investment, and connects us to 
domestic and international markets now and into the future. 

 

GOALS 

A connected and accessible region 

The transport network provides for efficient access to 
domestic and international markets to support the 

movement of goods around, through, to and from Hilltops. 

The network provides multiple options for access with 
heavy vehicles routes that provide for efficient movements 

in terms of travel time. 

The transport network connects the townships within 
Hilltops while reinforcing access to key ports and transport 
hubs, major centres and cities such as Canberra in line with 
the hub and spoke model supported in NSW government 

strategic transport planning. 

The Hilltops community is well connected to essential 
services, such as health and education and the transport 

network supports residents to access employment. 

A robust and responsive road network 

The transport network provides reliability to the road user 
with impacts on the network being managed to minimise 
disruption and retain the movement of goods and people 

around, through, to and from Hilltops. 

The network is resilient and responsive to natural disaster 
events, with redundancies put in place to ensure the 

continued movement of time sensitive goods in these 
events. 

Operation of the network provides flexibility to 
accommodate future change in demand and be responsive 

to the needs of the local community and businesses into 
the future. 

A safe and secure transport network 

The transport network is safe and secure with a particular 
focus on ensuring the safety of road users. 

Road conditions allow for safe movement of a range of 
vehicle types. 

Conflict between road users is managed to minimise safety 
issues and protect more vulnerable road users. 

Roads are maintained and upgraded as needed to address 
road geometry challenges and provide for safe overtaking 

opportunities, intersections and access points. 

A transport network that encourages economic growth 
and investment in Hilltops 

The transport network supports the current operations and 
aspirations for growth of existing local businesses to retain 

investment. 

Strong transport connections are provided to capitalise on 
the proximity of Hilltops to domestic and international 

markets and attract new opportunities for investment and 
increased Gross Regional Product (GRP) through reduced 

supply chain costs. 
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10.2 FREIGHT TRANSPORT NEEDS 
Based on research and analysis undertaken to support this Study it is clear that the movement of freight is a priority for 
the transport network. Hilltops exports large amounts of agricultural and mining products both interstate and 
internationally. The use of transport for freight is a vital input to value-adding and mining extraction growth 
opportunities, this will continue into the future. As a result the future transport network is focused on the movement of 
freight to support the products and produce coming out of Hilltops to access markets as quickly and efficiently as 
possible. Elements of an effective and efficient freight network include: 

• increased opportunities for freight movement; 

• increased efficiency in use of road freight; 

• improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles; and 

• increased route options and opportunities for freight movements in Hilltops. 

10.2.1.1 STRATEGIC FREIGHT NETWORK 

Research and analysis undertaken for this Study has confirmed that the road network in Hilltops provides a well 
connected system of roads that provide for movements within Hilltops as well between the region and key ports, regional 
hubs and capital cities Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne.  The most significant gap, or challenge, in utilising the existing 
network is improving the road condition to allow for use as HML and GML routes as well as the capacity of the roads to 
carry and increase the number of vehicle movements. The costs and resources implications of the work required improve 
the road condition to allow for higher capacity vehicles to utilise the existing connection are significant and potentially 
overwhelming for Council.  

A strategic freight network has been developed to identify the key routes supporting the movement of goods via road 
freight to key ports and hubs. The strategic freight network consolidates the key freight routes servicing Hilltops with the 
intent of focusing planning and investment for freight movements to address demand for road freight transport into the 
future.  

The strategic freight network has three different levels assigned across the freight routes: 

1. Priority 1 – State roads that provide for inter-regional and inter-state movement and connections; 

2. Priority 2 – Regional and local roads that provide for intra-regional movements and connections to Priority 1 
routes;  and 

3. Priority 3 – Regional and local roads that provide for intra-regional movements and connections. 

Figure 33, over page, shows the strategic freight network and Table 14, below lists priority level assigned to each road.. 

Table 14: Alphabetical list of roads in Strategic Freight Network 

ROAD PRIORITY ROAD PRIORITY 

Bribbaree Road Priority 2 Murringo Gap Road / Chews Lane Priority 3 

Burley Griffin Way Priority 1 Murringo Road Priority 2 

Henry Lawson Way Priority 2 Old Forbes Road Priority 3 

Hume Highway Priority 1 Olympic Highway Priority 1 

Jugiong Road Priority 2 Rugby Road Priority 3 

Lachlan Valley Way Priority 1 Rye Park Road Priority 3 

McMahon’s Reef Road Priority 3 Wombat Road Priority 2 

Milvale Road Priority 2   
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Figure 33: Strategic Freight Network for Hilltops 
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10.2.2 HEAVY VEHICLE STOPPING NEEDS  

Opportunities for rest are important across all road user groups, with the exception of local travel or commuters. The 
need for rest opportunities is driven largely be fatigue, as well as the need for driver change-over. Opportunities to rest 
and recharge are an important element in road safety whilst also playing a role in supporting tourism. 

A range of opportunities can be provided including townships, roadside rest areas and scenic spots or tourist attractions. 
The accessibility and facilities provided as part of a rest opportunity will change depending on which road user they are 
servicing. This means that a range of rest opportunities are likely to be required.  

The 2010 RTA Strategy for Major Heavy Vehicle Rest Areas on Key Rural Freight Routes in NSW document states “The RTA 
has adopted a spacing parameter where major heavy vehicle rest areas must be provided generally every 100km. Where 
the distance between major rest areas is more than 100km to 120 km a gap is identified”. This is consistent which 
Austroads suggested spacing requirements for Rest Areas where: 

• Major rest areas should be located at maximum spacing intervals of 100km, 

• Minor rest areas should be located at maximum intervals of 50km, and 

• Truck parking bays should be located at maximum intervals of 30km.  

There is currently only one rest area located in the Hilltops region at Bendick Murrell which services both light and heavy 
vehicles and includes facilities such as toilets, picnic tables and bins. There is one rest area located south of the shire at 
Wallendbeen (Mackay Park) which also includes such facilities. There is one heavy vehicle rest area located south-east of 
the shire near Binalong on the Burley Griffin Way with facilities including shelter and bins. 

Towns are generally only considered as rest areas if the demand warrants it; however adverse impacts of nominating a 
town as a rest area are often an issue (Issues may include: congestion of urban streets with heavy vehicles; and noise and 
air pollution from vehicle movements).  

Based on the above information, a rest area spacing assessment has been undertaken from existing rest areas. This 
assessment identified two possible locations for investigation for new rest areas located on the GML, CML and HML 
networks; one located on the Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa and one located in proximity to Bribbaree. It was 
concluded that a rest area near Bribbaree is not required due to heavy vehicles servicing local properties on these GML 
and CML routes. This area is also the proposed site of the Stockinbingal to Parkes Inland Railway line. 

Therefore, it is recommended that a rest area location is investigated on Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa. This 
location will service GML, CML and HML heavy vehicle routes and will fill the existing gap from Binalong to Cowra 
particularly as the only rest area for those travelling north-south is located on the Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell. As 
identified in section 9.2, any issues on the Olympic Highway resulting in closure would make this rest area redundant and 
this is a key rest area for vehicles travelling north-south in the Shire. 

It is also recommended that a drivers change over area and service facility be considered on the Burley Griffin Way. 
Between Griffith and Yass, which is approximately a 300 km journey, there are no parking bays which provide drivers 
access to toilet facilities or food and drink. Given the manufacturing and agricultural growth to the west of Hilltops region 
with Griffin, West Wyalong, Cowra and the Lachlan Valley area and the proximity of Hilltops region to Canberra Airport 
and Eden Port, its location between Sydney and Melbourne's local export markets, Harden could be considered as a 
possible location for a hard stand change over area and service centre. This facility would be accessed directly from Burley 
Griffin Way and has the potential to generate much needed employment for Harden and surrounding villages in the 
Hilltops Council, (Harden Wombat Boorowa  Jugiong  and Wallendbeen  Binalong on  western and Eastern boundaries of 
Hilltops Council). 

A consideration for heavy vehicles drivers which influences their stopping patterns is the timing of their required break 
times to comply with the requirements of Written Work Diaries (log books). The introduction of Electronic Work Diaries 
(EWD) may see an increase compliance with mandated rest breaks and an increased use of rest areas. Further detail on 
the roll out of EWD is provided in the following section.  

10.2.2.1 ROLL OUT OF ELECTRONIC WORK DIARIES 

The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) approved a policy framework and standards for Electronic Work Diaries 
(EWD) in March 2018. An EWD is an electronic recording system approved by the NHVR to monitor and record the work 
and rest times of a driver. Transport operators are able to develop their own EWD system, buy an off-the-shelf EWD 
system, or buy a complete telematics system – as long as the system is approved by the NHVR. 
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EWDs are currently a voluntary alternative to a Written Work Diary (WWD) under the Heavy Vehicle National Law and 
Regulation. It is anticipated that the ease of reporting and record keeping will see a majority of transport operators’ move 
to EWD systems. This transition to EWD may see some transport operators adjust their patterns of mandatory rest breaks 
and therefore their use of rest areas and townships as their rest locations. 

As found in the review of rest areas within the Hilltops region the provision and spacing of rest areas and opportunities 
for rest breaks in townships is satisfactory – with the exception of gap in the network along north of Boorowa on Lachlan 
Valley Way. It is understood from anecdotal information provided by community members that a number of heavy 
vehicles break their journey in Harden-Murrumburrah and often purchase food and drink from local businesses. Heavy 
vehicles stopping in townships results in both benefits and disadvantages – the disadvantages can often be managed and 
mitigated by the provision of heavy vehicle parking in proximity to town centres or other locations where drivers can 
access facilities as well and food and drink services.   

10.3 COMMUNITY TRANSPORT NEEDS 
It is anticipated that the transport needs of the Hilltops community will remain focused on accessing employment, good 
and services – such as health and education both within and external to the Hilltops region. It is also anticipated that the 
private vehicle will continue to be the dominant mode of transport for the community with a slow shift to passenger 
transport options for the ageing population. 

The level of employment self-containment (i.e. people living and working in the local government area) is high by 
comparison to other areas, however there still are a number of people commuting to Canberra and major regional 
centres as outlined in Section 5.2. As employment markets change and job opportunities are focused in cities or major 
centres there may be an increase in residents commuting for work outside of the Hilltops local government area which 
will require a road network that can accommodate these additional trips. On the other hand Hilltops Council is working to 
increase the number of jobs locally available in the region so an increase in commuters may not eventuate if the local 
employment opportunities increase or are diversified. The transport network will need to be responsive to either 
eventuality. 

Beyond potential changes to the employment market the transport needs of the Hilltops community are unlikely to 
significantly change into the future. It is expected that access to employment, goods and services will still drive demand. A 
demographic change that will impact the community transport needs and demand on the network is the ageing 
population. As discussed in Section 5.2 Hilltops has an ageing population with almost a quarter of residents aged over 65. 
If residents choose to stay in Hilltops and ‘age in place’ there will be a shift in the transport needs of this group, 
particularly if the essential health services are not located within their local catchment. With an ageing population access 
to transport services beyond the private vehicle become more important as people feel less confident or have a more 
limited capacity to drive themselves to access health services. While there is limited opportunities for passenger 
transport, as demonstrated in Section 7.3.2 there is a strong community transport network that will likely need to be 
expanded to support the travel needs of an ageing population.  

10.4 TOURISM 
As discussed in Section 8.4, tourists have a unique set of transport needs depending on the reason for travel and the 
mode they are using to get around.  

The Hilltops Economic Action Plan 2018 outlines an approach to attract more tourists to Hilltops – across a range of 
tourist types. As a result the transport network needs to be able to respond to the needs of tourists visiting Hilltops. 
Without significant investment in the passenger transport network by the State government it is unlikely that a significant 
number of tourists will access Hilltops using these services. Therefore it is anticipated that private vehicle (including hire 
cars) will continue to be the primary mode of transport used by tourists to access the attractions in Hilltops.  

The travel and transport needs of tourists will continue to be focused on good road condition, clear and regular signage, 
good access to attractions and townships and opportunities for rest. Ensuring these needs are met will facilitate 
continued tourism in Hilltops and will support medium and long term plans for new tourism ventures, particularly those 
focused on agri-tourism where visitors are accessing sites ‘off the beaten track’, as well as growth in existing events and 
attractions such as the annual Cherry Festival held in Young. 
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11 MAKING IT HAPPEN 

To achieve the goals set out in section 10.1 and work toward the vision for transport in Hilltops a number of strategies 
and actions have been identified  to resolve challenges, maximise opportunity and address the strategic needs identified 
in section 9.4. 

11.1 ACTIONS 
A number of actions have been developed in response to the strategic needs identified through research, analysis and 
stakeholder engagement. They provide opportunities to enhance the existing transport system with a focus on the freight 
network.  

The purpose of this section is to identify and present the assessment of these actions and inform development of range of 
recommendations to Council. The actions identified are focused on improving the transport system to address the 
strategic needs identified in pursuit of the goals and vision. Table 15, below lists the actions identified for assessment. The 
potential actions differ in terms of scale and cost to ensure that a range of solutions are explored. As shown the actions 
also include infrastructure managed by the State government along with privately operated infrastructure. It was 
considered necessary to include these actions as State and privately owned infrastructure is an important element of the 
Hilltops transport network and ongoing liaison with the State government and the private sector is necessary in good 
management of the transport network. 

Please note the actions in this report do not represent Council policy and are for consideration only. The numbers 
assigned in Table 15 are for reference only and do not represent a prioritisation or ranking of the actions. 

Table 15: Actions identified for assessment 

PROJECT 
ID 

ACTION DETAILS LEAD 

1 
Jugiong Road HML upgrade 
(widening, pavement and 
safety improvements) 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 20km 
section of road to achieve HML standard and provide heavy 
transport connectivity both within the region and through the 
region to Canberra and major ports in Sydney and Melbourne. 
Works will include 2 bridge replacements, acceleration lane 
onto Hume Highway, shoulder widening, guard rail 
installation and pavement strengthening. This project has 
been identified by the Canberra Region Joint Organisation 
(CRJO) as a priority.  

Council 

2 

Murringo Road HML upgrade 
(bridge replacement, 
widening, safety 
improvements and pavement 
strengthening) 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 49km 
section of road to achieve HML standard and provide heavy 
vehicle transport connectivity both within the region and 
through the region to Canberra and major ports in Melbourne 
and Sydney. Works include 5 bridge replacements to HML 
capacity with major culverts, 22km of pavement 
strengthening and shoulder widening. This project has been 
identified by the CRJO as a priority. 

Council 

3 
Henry Lawson Way from 
Young to border with Weddin 
Shire - HML upgrade 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 26km 
section of road to achieve HML standard and provide heavy 
vehicle transport connectivity. Works will include 4 bridge 
replacements and widening, traffic safety improvements and 
pavement strengthening. 

Council 

4 

Chews Lane and Murringo 
Gap Road from Olympic 
Highway at Bendick Murrell 
to Murringo Road - HML 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 14km 
section of road to achieve HML standard and provide an 
alternative HML transport link instead of using Murringo Road 
and joining the Olympic Highway at Young. Works include 1 
bridge replacement and widening, traffic safety improvement, 

Council 



Hilltops Freight and Transport Study  
Final Report  

 

0864 – 3 May 2019 – V4 84 

 

PROJECT 
ID 

ACTION DETAILS LEAD 

upgrade 14km of pavement strengthening, shoulder widening and seal 
widening.  

5 
Bribbaree Road from Young 
to Bribbaree - HML upgrade 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 42km 
section of road to achieve HML standard and provide heavy 
vehicle transport connectivity within the region and access to 
freight generators.  

Council 

6 
Milvale Road from Young to 
Milvale - HML upgrade 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

7 

Cunningar Road from Lachlan 
Valley Way to Burley Griffin 
Way at Cunningar - HML 
upgrade 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

8 
McMahons Reef Road from 
Burley Griffin Way to Jugiong 
- HML upgrade 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

9 

Rye Park Road from Lachlan 
Valley Way to Boorowa to the 
boundary with Upper Lachlan 
Shire 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

10 
Old Forbes Road from Henry 
Lawson Way to boundary 
with Weddin Shire 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

11 

Wombat Road between the 
Olympic Highway at Young 
and Burley Griffin Way at 
Harden Murrumburrah 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

12 
Moppity Road from 
Cunningar Road to Young 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

13 Rugby Road 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

14 
Cullinga Mines Road from 
Jugiong Road to boundary 
with Gundagai Council 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 

15 
Galong Road from Kalangan 
Road to Cunningar Road 

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve 
HML standard and provide heavy vehicle transport 
connectivity within the region and access to freight 
generators. 

Council 
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PROJECT 
ID 

ACTION DETAILS LEAD 

16 

Continued support and 
advocacy for funding of the 
Young/Boorowa Community 
Transport Service to provide 
opportunities for community 
members in the Young and 
Boorowa townships and 
surrounding areas to access 
services within and outside of 
the Shire. 

Young/Boorowa Community Transport Service is the primary 
community transport operation servicing Hilltops Council 
area. The service is currently functioning efficiently and 
offering a level of service commensurate with the community 
need. To ensure operations into the future can support the 
changing transport needs of an ageing population continued 
support and advocacy for funding from various sources will be 
required. 

Council 

17 

Support and advocate for 
funding of a community 
transport service that 
provides the Harden-
Murrumburrah  community, 
and residents from 
surrounding areas with access 
to essential services within 
and outside of the Shire. 

Harden is currently not serviced by a dedicated community 
transport service that provides access to essential services 
outside of the Shire. To ensure the changing transport needs 
of an ageing population are met into the future, advocacy for 
funding a new community transport service or expanding the 
existing Young/Boorowa service to include Harden-
Murrumburrah  will be required to be sought from various 
sources. 

Council 

18 
Investigate potential locations 
for a rest area on Lachlan 
Valley Way north of Boorowa.  

A gap analysis of the existing network of rest areas showed 
the need for a rest area north of Boorowa on the Lachlan 
Valley Way. This location will service GML, CML and HML 
heavy vehicles routes and will fill the existing gap from 
Binalong to Cowra particularly as the only rest area for those 
travelling north-south is located on the Olympic Highway at 
Bendick Murrell. As identified in the analysis any issues on the 
Olympic Highway resulting in closure would make this rest 
area redundant and this is a key rest area for vehicles 
travelling north-south in the shire. 

Council 

19 

Realignment of Lachlan Valley 
Way (incl. provision for 
overtaking lanes) from Hume 
Highway to Boorowa 

Realignment and upgrade of 44km section of road to improve 
road alignment, road width, provide heavy vehicle passing 
bays, traffic safety improvements and pavement 
strengthening. The road will be upgraded to provide improved 
heavy transport connectivity both within the region and 
through the region to Canberra and major ports in Sydney and 
Melbourne. This project will improve traffic safety and the 
road alignment resulting in a reduction of travel time for HML 
vehicles. 

State  

20 

Realignment and upgrade of 
Lachlan Valley Way (incl. 
provision for overtaking 
lanes) from Boorowa to 
Cowra 

Realignment and upgrade of road to improve road alignment, 
road width, provide heavy vehicle passing bays, traffic safety 
improvements and pavement strengthening. The road will be 
upgraded to provide improved heavy transport connectivity 
both within the region and through the region to Canberra 
and major ports in Sydney and Melbourne. This project will 
improve traffic safety and the road alignment resulting in a 
reduction of travel time for HML vehicles. 

Council 

21 

Realignment and upgrade of 
Olympic Highway (incl. 
provision for overtaking lanes 
and consideration of a heavy 
vehicle bypass of Young) from 

Realignment and upgrade of road to improve road alignment, 
road width, provide heavy vehicle passing bays, traffic safety 
improvements and pavement strengthening. The road will be 
upgraded to address challenges with vertical and horizontal 
geometry (e.g. the Bendick Murrell Bends) and provide 
improved heavy transport connectivity both within the region 

Council 
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PROJECT 
ID 

ACTION DETAILS LEAD 

Wallendbeen to Cowra and through the region to Canberra and major ports in Sydney 
and Melbourne. This project will improve traffic safety and 
the road alignment resulting in a reduction of travel time for 
HML vehicles. This project will also consider the need for a 
heavy vehicle bypass of Young in the broader context of the 
road upgrades. 

22 

Continued support and 
advocacy for 
recommissioning and 
reopening of the Blayney to 
Demondrille Rail Line 

Reopening of the Blayney to Demondrille rail line which runs 
north south and connects the Main West line to the Main 
South line. This rail link provides a through route from the 
north to the Sydney metropolitan network and would provide 
the opportunity for north-south freight to travel via rail.  

Council 

23 

Continued support for 
proposed ARTC Inland Rail 
alignment and advocacy for 
exploration of opportunities 
to include new infrastructure 
at Bribbaree or Milvale. 

ARTC Inland Rail is proposed to utilise the existing rail line 
passing through Bribbaree and Milvale as part of the 
Stockinbingal to Parkes (S2P) Project through the 
enhancement of 173km of existing rail corridor to enhance 
vertical and horizontal clearances along the rail corridor and 
build a new passing loop to accommodate double-stacked 
freight trains. This project is currently in the feasibility phase 
to inform an early design. It is considered that there is 
opportunity for Council to seek further investment in 
infrastructure at the Bribbaree and Milvale silo locations. 

Private 
Sector 

24 

Continued support for 
proposed high speed rail 
connection between 
Melbourne and Sydney and 
encourage strong transport 
connections to Wagga Wagga 
where the station will be 
provided. 

High speed rail between Melbourne and Sydney is a long term 
project with federal support at the planning stage. Whilst the 
corridor passes through the southern tip of the Shire they 
may be opportunity to build on the investment of 
infrastructure in nearby local government areas by providing 
strong road freight and passenger transport connections. 

Private 
Sector 

25 

Investigate opportunities for 
a heavy vehicle transport 
corridor that provides an 
alternative to the Olympic 
Highway for north-south 
heavy vehicles movements in 
the vicinity of the Young 
township. 

Research and analysis has confirmed the need to investigate 
opportunities to provide a heavy vehicle transport corridor to 
support north-south movements of heavy vehicles along the 
Olympic Highway and reduce opportunities for conflict 
between heavy vehicles and more vulnerable road users such 
as light vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. A heavy vehicle 
transport corridor has been actively discussed by Council 
since 2010 and future investigations will built on these 
discussions and findings from Reports commissioned by 
Council. 

Council 

26 

Implement a data 
collection routine to aid 
in future network 
maintenance 
assessment and future 
network planning. 

Due to the amalgamation of council areas, there is 
inconsistency in the traffic volume datasets with 
regards to count location, heavy vehicle percentage 
and direction of traffic counts undertaken. The 
ongoing collection of traffic volumes by vehicle 
classification on key routes within the road 
hierarchy will assist in future network planning and 
in review of maintenance requirements. 

Council 

27 Investigate potential Between Griffith and Yass, which is approximately a Council 
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PROJECT 
ID 

ACTION DETAILS LEAD 

locations for a rest area 
on Burley Griffin Way in 
the vicinity of Harden. 

300 km journey, there are no parking bays which 
provide drivers access to toilet facilities or food and 
drink. Given the manufacturing and agricultural 
growth to the west of Hilltops region with Griffin, 
West Wyalong, Cowra and the Lachlan Valley area 
and the proximity of Hilltops region to Canberra 
Airport and Eden Port, its location between Sydney 
and Melbourne's local export markets, Harden 
could be considered as a possible location for a 
hard stand change over area and service centre. 
This facility would be accessed directly from Burley 
Griffin Way and has the potential to generate much 
needed employment for Harden and surrounding 
villages in the Hilltops Council, (Harden Wombat 
Boorowa  Jugiong  and Wallendbeen Binalong on  
western and Eastern boundaries of Hilltops 
Council). 

28 

Upgrade of Burley Griffin 
Way (incl. provision for 
overtaking lanes) from 
Yass to Griffith. 

Upgrade of road to improve road alignment, road 
width, provide heavy vehicle passing bays, traffic 
safety improvements and pavement strengthening. 
The road will be upgraded to provide improved 
heavy transport connectivity both within the region 
and through the region to Canberra and major 
ports in Sydney and Melbourne. This project will 
improve traffic safety and the road alignment 
resulting in a reduction of travel time for HML 
vehicles. 

State 
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11.2 EVALUATION FRAMEWORK 
The evaluation framework delivers a methodology where actions are filtered through three stages to ensure that they 
achieve the goals and vision and address the strategic needs.  

The methodology for the evaluation framework involves three stages as shown in Figure 34, and detailed below. 

 

Figure 34: Overview of Evaluation Framework (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 

In Stage 1 each action identified is assessed against the four goals and the strategic needs. The assessment is based on 
the extent to which each action addresses the strategic needs and contributes to each goal. This is determined through 
applied professional judgement. Stage 1 is the initial filter to confirm the relevance and applicability of each action. 

Stage 2 involves a SWOT analysis where each action is assessed and Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats 
identified. This SWOT analysis provides a qualitative assessment filter that examines an action from a number of angles 
and clearly demonstrates the potential benefits and dis-benefits to Council.    

In Stage 3 the action is assessed against a number of key criteria for network efficiency and value for money to provide a 
quantitative tool in prioritising actions. 

Network efficiency is focused on the extent to which the action contributes to an efficient transport network that 
addresses the goals, with particularly attention on freight movements. A measurement of network efficiency was 
assigned using the following criteria: 

• number of freight generators impacted; 
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• improved redundancy in the network; and 

• potential attractiveness of upgraded route. 

Each criterion was assigned a figure on a 1 to 5 scale – 1 being Very Low and 5 being Very High. The score for each 
criterion was then combined for the total deliverability score. 

Value for money focused on a high level estimate of the magnitude of cost and the certainty and variety of funding 
available for each action. A measure of value for money was assigned using the following criteria: 

• Order of magnitude cost; and 

• Certainty and variety of funding sources available. 

A measure of the order of magnitude cost was assigned on a 1 to 5 scale with 1 being High Cost (greater than $50 million) 
and 5 being Low Cost (less than $10 million). A measure for certainty and variety of funding sources available is assigned 
on a 1 to 5 scale – 1 being Very Low and 5 being Very High. 

An order of magnitude was used as a measure in light of the wide range of actions proposed, and the lack of certainty 
with respect to costing for a number of the potential actions. It is considered that an order of magnitude cost provides an 
effective measure that provides potential cost at a strategic level. As further work is undertaken on the actions more 
certainty will be available with respect to cost and funding requirements. 

11.3 EVALUATION RESULTS 
The actions were assessed and evaluated against the framework outlined in Section 11.2. The complete evaluation 
spreadsheet is provided as Appendix 6 with a summary of the results provided in Table 16. 

As shown in Table 16 a majority of the actions performed well in the evaluation, particularly considering the cost of many 
the actions proposed is significant and rated lower in the evaluation accordingly. Of the total 20 actions 10 achieved an 
average score of 3 or over with another 4 averaging scores between 2.5 and 3, 8  averaging between 2 and 2.5 and one 
averaging below 2.  

These evaluation scores, combined with the SWOT analysis, have been used to identify projects to be put forward as 
recommendations for the forward program of work. Actions that rated highly in the qualitative SWOT analysis and the 
quantitative assessment, such as the Murringo Road HML upgrade, have been recommended for the forward program of 
work as they have clear benefits. In some instances actions which performed lower than others in terms of the average 
score arising from the quantitative evaluation have been recommended based on the outcome of the SWOT analysis and 
professional judgement. For example the actions relating to community transport services did not rate highly in the 
average score due to a low scoring against the quantitative freight criteria. However, the importance of providing 
transport options for an ageing population was considered sufficient grounds to include these actions as a 
recommendation of this Report. Further detail is provided in the evaluation spreadsheet in Appendix 6 as to the 
reasoning for an action being recommended or not. 

Table 16 lists all actions assessed using the evaluation framework from highest ranked average score through to lowest. 
For consistency and context the reference number remains the same as that used in Table 15 and the evaluation 
spreadsheet in Appendix 6 they do not represent a prioritisation or ranking of the options.  

 

Table 16: Actions - Summary of assessment and evaluation findings 

POTENTIAL ACTIONS 
LEAD 

AGENCY 
TIMEFRA

ME 
PROJECT ID 

# 
AVG SCORE 
(OUT OF 5) 

RECOMMENDED 

Murringo Road HML upgrade (bridge 
replacement, widening, safety 
improvements and pavement 
strengthening) 

Hilltops 
Council 
/CRJO 

Short 2 4.2 ✓ 
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POTENTIAL ACTIONS 
LEAD 

AGENCY 
TIMEFRA

ME 
PROJECT ID 

# 
AVG SCORE 
(OUT OF 5) 

RECOMMENDED 

Henry Lawson Way from Young to 
border with Weddin Shire - HML 
upgrade 

Hilltops 
Council 
/CRJO 

Short 3 4 ✓ 

Milvale Road from Young to Milvale - 
HML upgrade 

Hilltops 
Council 

Short 6 3.7 ✓ 

Bribbaree Road from Young to Bribbaree 
- HML upgrade 

Hilltops 
Council 
/CRJO 

Short 5 3.6 ✓ 

Wombat Road between the Olympic 
Highway at Young and Burley Griffin 
Way at Harden Murrumburrah 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 11 3.5 ✓ 

Continued support for proposed ARTC 
Inland Rail alignment and advocacy for 
exploration of opportunities to include 
new infrastructure at Bribbaree or 
Milvale. 

Private 
Sector 

Medium 23 3.5 ✓ 

Jugiong Road HML upgrade (widening, 
pavement and safety improvements) 

Hilltops 
Council 
/CRJO 

Short 1 3.4 ✓ 

Investigate potential locations for a rest 
area on Burley Griffin Way in the vicinity 
of Harden. 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 27 3.4 ✓ 

Cunningar Road from Lachlan Valley 
Way to Burley Griffin Way at Cunningar - 
HML upgrade 

Hilltops 
Council 

Short 7 3.3 ✓ 

Investigate opportunities for a heavy 
vehicle transport corridor that provides 
an alternative to the Olympic Highway 
for north-south heavy vehicles 
movements in the vicinity of the Young 
township. 

Council / 
State 

Long 25 3.2 ✓ 

Realignment of Lachlan Valley Way (incl. 
provision for overtaking lanes) from 
Hume Highway to Boorowa 

State 
Governme
nt / CRJO 

Short 19 3.1 ✓ 
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POTENTIAL ACTIONS 
LEAD 

AGENCY 
TIMEFRA

ME 
PROJECT ID 

# 
AVG SCORE 
(OUT OF 5) 

RECOMMENDED 

Realignment and upgrade of Olympic 
Highway (incl. provision for overtaking 
lanes and consideration of a heavy 
vehicle bypass of Young) from 
Wallendbeen to Cowra 

State 
Governme

nt 
Long 21 3.1 ✓ 

Realignment and upgrade of Lachlan 
Valley Way (incl. provision for overtaking 
lanes) from Boorowa to Cowra 

State 
Governme

nt 
Medium 20 2.9 ✓ 

Upgrade of Burley Griffin Way (incl. 
provision for overtaking lanes) from Yass 
to Griffith. 

State 
Governme

nt 
Long 28 2.9 ✓ 

Old Forbes Road from Henry Lawson 
Way to boundary with Weddin Shire 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 10 2.8 ✓ 

Chews Lane and Murringo Gap Road 
from Olympic Highway at Bendick 
Murrell to Murringo Road - HML 
upgrade 

Hilltops 
Council 
/CRJO 

Short 4 2.7 ✓ 

Moppity Road from Cunningar Road to 
Young 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 12 2.6 ✓ 

McMahons Reef Road from Burley 
Griffin Way to Jugiong - HML upgrade 

Hilltops 
Council 

Short 8 2.4 ✓ 

Rugby Road 
Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 13 2.4 
 

Continued support and advocacy for 
funding of the Young/Boorowa 
Community Transport Service to provide 
opportunities for community members 
in the Young and Boorowa townships 
and surrounding areas to access services 
within and outside of the Shire. 

Hilltops 
Council 

Short 16 2.4 ✓ 

Support and advocate for funding of a 
community transport service that 
provides the Harden/Murrumburrah 
community, and residents from 
surrounding areas with access to 
essential services within and outside of 
the Shire. 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 17 2.4 ✓ 
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POTENTIAL ACTIONS 
LEAD 

AGENCY 
TIMEFRA

ME 
PROJECT ID 

# 
AVG SCORE 
(OUT OF 5) 

RECOMMENDED 

Continued support and advocacy for 
recommissioning and reopening of the 
Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line 

State 
Governme
nt / CRJO 

Long / 
Ongoing 

22 2.4 ✓ 

Rye Park Road from Lachlan Valley Way 
at Boorowa to the boundary with Upper 
Lachlan Shire 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 9 2.3 
 

Investigate potential locations for a rest 
area on Lachlan Valley Way north of 
Boorowa. 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 18 2.2 ✓ 

Implement a data collection routine to 
aid in future network maintenance 
assessment and future network 
planning. 

Hilltops 
Council 

Short 26 2.2 ✓ 

Galong Road from Kalangan Road to 
Cunningar Road 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 15 2 ✓ 

Continued support for proposed high 
speed rail connection between 
Melbourne and Sydney and encourage 
strong transport connections to Wagga 
Wagga where the station will be 
provided. 

Private 
Sector 

Long 
/Ongoing 

24 2 ✓ 

Cullinga Mines Road from Jugiong Road 
to boundary with Gundagai Council 

Hilltops 
Council 

Medium 14 1.2 
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12 TRANSPORT AND LOGISITICS HUB 

The Hilltops Council Economic Action Plan identifies the opportunity for development of a transport and logistics hub in 
Hilltops to capitalise on the proximity of the Hilltops to regional hubs and key ports.  

“The Hilltops location between Sydney and Melbourne make it an ideal location for a major service centre, and/or the 
development of a transport and logistics hub, that provides all the facilities of a major service centre, but also 
accommodates associated businesses that provide servicing, equipment and other opportunities linked to the transport 
and logistics supply chain. Finding a suitable location for this type of development that has good access to relevant 
transport networks, such as the Hume Highway, and near to rail infrastructure, is the first priority.” 

Hilltops Council Economic Action Plan 2018 

The intent of this Report is to develop a set of criterion to guide the location of a transport and logistics hub in Hilltops. A 
range of sites have been identified and a desktop assessment of each potential site against the criteria.  It is envisaged 
that this desktop assessment of sites will assist in refining Council’s expectations of a local transport and logistics hub and 
provide the first step in locating and developing a transport and logistics hub in Hilltops.  

12.1 LOCAL CONTEXT CONSIDERATIONS 
The Hilltops Economic Action Plan 2018 identifies potential for a transport and logistics hub / service centre – whilst both 
being land uses that contribute to the transport network they have different characteristics and are generally used by 
different road users. A transport and logistics hub if defined in the relevant literature as; “A location where traffic is 
exchanged across several modes of transport”x, and “Integrated centres for transhipment, storage, collection and 
distribution of goods”xixii. 

A service centre is generally located to provide a rest opportunity for road users as well as access to refreshments (food 
and drink). According to the current LEPs a “A highway service centre means a building or place used to provide 
refreshments and vehicle services to highway users. It may include any one or more of the following:  

• A restaurant or café; 

• Take away food and drink premises; 

• Service stations and facilities for emergency vehicle towing and repairs; 

• Parking for vehicles; and 

• Rest areas and public amenities.” 

For service centres provided on State roads RMS generally requires that a service centre:  

• is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week; 

• provides at least 25 heavy vehicle parking spaces (nominally to suit B-Doubles, with capacity to expand to cater 
for longer combinations in the future) be provided; 

• provides a number of parking spaces for recreation vehicles and coaches  

• provides a children’s play areas and tourist information; 

• provides publicly accessible toilets and other amenities; 

• separate undercover fuel areas for heavy and light vehicles; and  

• that no alcohol be sold on site. 

With the investment required to support a service centre of a scale that would be feasibly operated in Hilltops 
significantly higher AADT would be required. Additionally, the spacing of townships and villages throughout Hilltops 
means that any service centre would be located within the catchment of existing businesses in those towns and villages 
and may have adverse economic impacts on the towns themselves. Finally, it is understood that a service centre is 
proposed at Wallendbeen which will have a catchment that covers most of the Hilltops region. They may be some 
capacity for a service centre on Lachlan Valley Way if there is a significant increase in the AADT. 
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As a result, this Report has focused on developing criteria and investigating potential locations for a transport and 
logistics hub in the future which can ultimately support an improved supply chain for local businesses. 

In the local context of Hilltops, with the importance of efficient freight movements, it is considered that a transport and 
logistics hub could be beneficial and support an improved supply chain if delivered in partnership with the industry. 
Hilltops has a broad range of produce requiring transport to market, each with a different set of parameters and needs 
driving the demand for freight. Ultimately any future transport and logistics hub needs to provide a cost saving for local 
business and provide significant supply chain benefits. This preliminary exercise in investigating potential locations will 
inform discussions with industry to ensure that the freight transport needs of local businesses are being met and that 
there is a market demand for a transport and logistics hub. 

12.2 CRITERIA FOR LOCATING A TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS HUB 
The process of locating a transport and logistics hub is complex and more intricate than locating industrial land uses or 
distribution centres as a transport and logistics hub is not intended to be used exclusively by one supply chain, but a 
broader network of distribution xiii. As the investigation of potential sites progresses, further work will be required to 
determine what the local industry needs are to ensure that any future transport and logistic hub meets these needs. 

The feasibility of a transport and logistics hub is dependant on a number of factors, transport being only one significant 
factor which is the element that is the focus of this Report. A transport and logistics hub is a specific area where all 
activities relating to transport, logistics and goods distribution- both for national and international transit – are carried 
out, on a commercial basis, by various operators. The intent is that the hub is managed in such a way that it simplifies the 
process for getting products and produce to market with the aim of seamlessness and cost reductionxiv. 

Transport and logistics hubs are large-scale structures within which different logistics service providers collaborate in 
order to offer value-added services by sharing assets. As a result it is necessary to identify potential locations with certain 
attributes at a strategic level so that land that may be appropriate and can be investigated s with the view of protecting 
preferred site so that when the market is ready for the investment the land is available.  

The purpose of adequate location of a transport and logistics hub is to make products available to different markets 
through the best possible connections, allowing for better use of the logistics and transportation infrastructure 
availablexv. Hubs are high traffic generators and significantly impact on the efficiency of transportation systems, since they 
directly affect the flow of goods. In order to achieve increased efficiency, it is necessary to correctly position these hubs 
on the networkxvi. An optimal location for a logistics hub may lead to reduced transport costs, promote synchronisation 
between product and consumption and ensure a balanced development of transport systemsxvii. 

A set of criteria have been developed to guide the location of a transport and logistics hub in Hilltops and provide an 
assessment framework for potential sites. These criteria are focused on transport considerations with some other general 
land use and economic considerations included to balance the assessment.  

A development of this type will have significant operating outputs including noise, air quality, light, and visual amenity 
impacts. These outputs have the potential to have a detrimental effect on surrounding amenity. The development of a 
transport and logistics hub will also create the requirement to upgrade supporting infrastructure networks, particularly 
roads and rail (if applicable to the specific site), and to a lesser extent water and electricity. 
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Table 17 outlines the criteria for locating a transport and logistics hub in Hilltops and forms the basis of the assessment 
framework for this preliminary investigation. These criteria are not exhaustive and as the concept and investigation 
progress will need to be tested with industry. 

Table 17: Criteria for location of a Transport and Logistics Hub in Hilltops (Source: PSA Consulting, 2018) 

CRITERIA CHARACTERISTICS 

Access to road transport  • Located beside or within 2 kilometres of: 

o a State road (Priority 1 Strategic Freight Route); or  

o a Regional road (Priority 2 Strategic Freight Route). 

AND 

• Vehicle access can be obtained, ideally without traversing residential 
and commercial areas where possible 

Accessible by heavy vehicles • Accessible by b-double with: 

o gradients for the roads and access points  no more than 10-15%; 
and 

o Intersections and access roads have sufficient turning circles for 
heavy vehicles. 

Access to rail transport • Located beside or within 2km of an operational or planned (operational 
within 5 years) rail line capable of carrying freight trains. 

Multi-modal transfer opportunities • Location and infrastructure provides for the transfer between modes 
i.e. road and rail and within modes i.e. heavy vehicle to light 
commercial vehicle is efficient. 

Serviced or planned to be serviced 
land – electricity, water, sewer and 
telecommunications 

• Serviced or planned to be serviced within a 10 year horizon with water, 
sewerage, electricity (3 phase power), gas and telecommunications 
services, including national broadband network where available.  

Size and configuration • Provides for between 50 and 100 hectares of gross area and the site 
geometry provides for a range of lot sizes matching market demand 
and requirements for future tenants.  

• Capable of having lots sized and configured to accommodate a cleared 
area on each lot to fit a level building pad, assuming the building pad & 
car parking area takes up about 75% of each lot.  

Relatively flat topography • Relatively flat with typical gradients of no more than 10% across the 
site.  

OR 

• Able to be levelled without undermining the viability of the 
development. 

Unconstrained land • Developable areas are free of environmental constraints and natural 
hazards (bushfire hazard, and, flood hazard). 

OR 

• Environmental constraints and natural hazards (bushfire hazard and, 
flood hazard) can be appropriately managed.  

Separation from sensitive uses • Located generally away from residential and commercial uses, or 
alternately, buffers are able to be provided from residential and 
commercial uses without undue impact on the development footprint. 

Proximity to economic generators • Area of Hilltops region within 50km of hub. 
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12.3 PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL LOCATIONS 
Locations have been identified from across Hilltops in an effort to provide a broad view of potential sites, and to test the 
locational attributes of different parts of the region in terms of accessibility and proximity to markets.  A total of eight 
locations have been assessed against the criteria with a SWOT Analysis undertaken for each one. The locations are as 
follows. 

• Lachlan Valley Way, Boorowa 

• Corner of Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar Road, Cunningar 

• Crescent Street, Galong 

• Saleyards Road, Harden 

• Milvale Road, Milvale 

• Corner of Burley Griffin Way and Wombat Road, Murrumburrah 

• Henry Lawson Way, Young 

• Milvale Road, Burrangong 

The eight locations selected for this preliminary investigation were chosen based predominately on transport factors - the 
ease of access to economic generators within the Hilltops region and the efficient access to market. A particular focus was 
given to finding locations that have both rail and road transport access, or the potential for it in the future.  

The full preliminary assessment for each location is provided in Appendix 7. Each location was assessed strategically 
against the criteria identified in Table 17 and rated as either able to meet the criteria or not. A SWOT Analysis provides a 
qualitative assessment of the attributes for each location and provided an important lens to test the viability of the 
location at a high level beyond the structure of the criteria. The requirement for land use consent and permissibility of the 
proposed use, freight transport facility, was also checked to highlight the potential need for rezoning in some areas. All of 
this information is captured in Appendix 7, and for ease of reference an overview of the location and the results of the 
SWOT Analysis in provided for each location over page. 

The preliminary assessment found that locations with access to road and rail transport networks located in the central to 
southern part of the Shire  performed more strongly than those with only road access and those close to the boundaries 
of the Shire. As a result the locations at Cunningar, Harden and Murrumburrah performed well. Other locations that 
performed well were located in proximity to Young with good access to the Olympic Highway and the potential to access 
rail transport if the Blaney to Demondrille Line is reopened.  

Please note that this preliminary assessment has been informed by a desktop analysis using a variety of online mapping 
tools and data sets. It is not exhaustive and detailed assessment will be required for any preferred sites moving forward. 
It is also considered that a review of feasibility from both an economic and industrial perspective will be required to 
ensure that development of a transport and logistics hub on a particular site is viable. Finally, the loss of agricultural land 
has not been investigated as part of this preliminary assessment. 

12.4 NEXT STEPS 
In considering a broad range of potential locations that may or may not be suitable for a transport and logistics hub the 
preliminary assessment undertaken has tested the criteria and reinforced the importance of the various attributes 
outlined in the criteria. 

The next stage should involve industry consultation to confirm the criteria and set the scope for what is required from a 
transport and logistics hub to meet the needs of the local industries. This will assist in refining the criteria, particularly 
with respect to the size, location and mix of produce and commodities for a transport and logistics hub in the Hilltops 
region. 

It is considered that after consultation with local industry a future investigation will be required to confirm appropriate 
locations based on the updated scope and accompanying set of criteria. 
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LACHLAN VALLEY WAY, BOOROWA 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 65 hectares of land directly south of Boorowa on the Lachlan Valley Way 
opposite Meads Lane. Potential for direct access to Lachlan Valley Way and adjacent to the 
decommissioned Boorowa Railway Spur. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* freight transport facility and transport depot 
permitted with consent in IN1 - General Industrial 

* directly adjacent to Lachlan Valley Way 

* good access to Hume Highway 

* no direct access to rail infrastructure 

* directly adjacent to R1 General Residential zoned land to the 
north-east and north-west 

* directly adjacent to R2 Low Density Residential zoned land 
directly to the east 

* access to bulk water supply 

Opportunities Threats 

* Potential economic boost to Boorowa 

* Planned upgrades to Lachlan Valley Way and 
Murringo Road 

* Proximity to CSIRO site may present biosecurity challenges 

* less investment by economic generators in Boorowa area, by 
comparison to other areas of the Shire 

* Ongoing challenges with access to bulk water not resolved 
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CNR OF BURLEY GRIFFIN WAY AND CUNNINGAR ROAD, CUNNINGAR 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 140 hectares of land directly west of Harden-Murrumburrah  along Burley 
Griffin Way. Co-located with Graincorp's Cunningar facility there is potential for access to 
the Main South Rail Line and direct access to Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar Road. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* freight transport facility is permitted within RU1 - Primary 
Production 

* access to both Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar Road 

* access to Main South Rail Line 

* existing rail siding and operational grain loading facility 
on site 

* captures a large number of economic generators and 
freight generators in 50km radius 

* good access to Hume Highway 

* direct access to Port Kembla via rail 

* Vulnerable Regulated Land following Cunningham Plains 
Creek 

* not all required services currently available 

Opportunities Threats 

* Potential to expand an existing successful facility 

* overnight rail transport to Port Kembla could be 
extended to other goods (other than grain) 

* strong east west connections and potential to improve 
connectivity to northern part of Shire 

* access to routes into the southern area of the Shire 

*Potential flooding from Cunningham Plains Creek 
although not mapped in Council data as a hazard 
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CRESCENT STREET, GALONG 

 

DESCRIPTION An Environmental Impact Statement is currently being prepared to facilitate development of 
a Freight Transport Terminal on 8 hectares of land along the Main South Rail Line at Galong. 
Wholegrain Australia Pty Ltd is the proponent. While it is acknowledged that the proposal is 
not for a Transport and Logistics Hub this site has been included for assessment to provide 
an overview of the potential of a Transport and Logistics Hub into the future. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* freight transport facility is permitted within RU1 - Primary 
Production 

* Bouyeo Road is a HML route and provides access to 
Burley Griffin Way 

* captures a large number of economic generators and 
freight generators in 50km radius 

* transport depot is a prohibited uses in RU1 - Primary 
Production 

* size of site at 8ha does not provide sufficient area to 
accommodate a Transport and Logistics Hub 

* use of Bouyeo Road as the primary road connection to 
Burley Griffin Way will increase number of freight vehicles 
and potential for conflict between cars accessing Galong 

* R5 and RU5 uses are directly north of the site with limited 
potential to provide a buffer and mitigate impacts 

Opportunities Threats 

* market driven proposal - Wholegrain have identified the 
site as a good location 

* use of existing rail infrastructure  

* Proximity to Galong township may restrict operations 
into the future 
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SALEYARDS ROAD, HARDEN 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 90 hectares of land on Saleyards Road located directly north of the 
Main South Rail Line in Harden-Murrumburrah . Access to Burley Griffin Way via 
Saleyards Road Stair Street. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* freight transport facility is permitted within RU1 - Primary 
Production and IN1 - General Industrial 

* HML and GML access to site from Burley Griffin Way 

* access to Main South Rail Line 

* captures a large number of economic generators and 
freight generators in 50km radius 

* route to Burley Griffin Way passes through residential 
areas in Harden 

* route to Burley Griffin Way passes under rail bridge with 
4.6 m clearance 

Opportunities Threats 

* potential for alternative route to Burley Griffin Way via 
Barwang Road , Jellambi Road and Cunningar Road 

* Proximity to Harden township may restrict operations 
into the future 
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MILVALE ROAD, MILVALE 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 110 hectares of land on Milvale Road located directly adjacent to the 
Stockinbingal to Parkes Rail Line (future ARTC Inland Rail Route). 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* proximity to ARTC Inland Rail Corridor 

* access to Stockinbingal to Parkes Rail Line 

* existing rail siding and operational grain loading facility 
on site 

* access to Milvale Road 

* freight transport facility is a prohibited use in RU1 - 
Primary Production 

* distance from population centres and economic 
generators west of Young 

* access to State highway network requires driving to the 
Olympic Highway at Young 

* western location of the site means that accessibility by 
economic generators located in the area between Young, 
Harden and Boorowa are disadvantaged 

Opportunities Threats 

* Planned upgrades to rail line as part of ARTC Inland Rail 
project 

* lack of supporting road network 
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CNR OF BURLEY GRIFFIN WAY AND WOMBAT ROAD, MURRUMBURRAH 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 70 hectares of land on the corner of Wombat Road and Burley Griffin Way 
located adjacent to the Main South Rail Line. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* freight transport facility is permitted within RU1 

* HML and GML access to site from Burley Griffin Way 

* access to Main South Rail Line 

* captures a large number of economic generators and 
freight generators in 50km radius 

* Located easy distance from Harden-Murrumburrah  but 
with sufficient separation from sensitive uses 

* Wombat Road provides link to Olympic Highway and 
facilitates north-south movements to Young and 
surrounding area 

* Wombat Road / Burley Griffin Way intersection has 
engineering challenges (sight distance, turning capabilities 
for larger vehicles) with respect to horizontal and vertical 
geometry 

Opportunities Threats 

* strong east west connections and potential to improve 
connectivity to northern part of Shire 

* access to routes into the southern area of the Shire 

* well located to take advantage of reopening of Blayney to 
Demondrille Rail Line 

*Potential flooding from watercourse through site although 
not mapped in Council data as a hazard 
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HENRY LAWSON WAY, YOUNG 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 110 hectares of land on Henry Lawson Way adjacent to the decommissioned 
Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* proximity to Young township 

* access to Henry Lawson Way and Chillingworks Road 
(onto Milvale Road) 

* HML and GML access along Henry Lawson Way 

* GML access along Chillingworks Road 

* centrally located to a large number of economic 
generators 

* good access to established industrial area via 
Chillingworks Road 

* freight transport facility is a prohibited use in RU1 - 
Primary Production and RU4 - Primary Production Small 
Lots 

* no direct access to rail infrastructure 

* watercourse runs through site 

* access to Highway network means heavy vehicles pass 
through Young  

* No HML access along Henry Lawson Way north of site 
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Opportunities Threats 

* proximity to Young Airport 

* reopening of Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line 

* recent investment in Henry Lawson Way 

* use of heavy vehicle service corridors through Young 

*Potential flooding from watercourse through site although 
not mapped in Council data as a hazard 
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CNR OF MILVALE ROAD AND CHILLINGWORKS ROAD, BURRANGONG 

 

DESCRIPTION Approximately 100 hectares of land on the corner of Chillingworks Road and Milvale Road 
adjacent to the decommissioned Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line. 

SWOT ANALYSIS 

Strengths Weaknesses 

* proximity to Young township 

* access to Milvale Road and Chillingworks Road 

* within 2km of Olympic Highway  

* HML and GML access along Milvale Road 

* GML access along Chillingworks Road 

* centrally located to a large number of economic 
generators 

* good access to established industrial area via 
Chillingworks Road 

* freight transport facility is a prohibited use in SP2, RU1, 
RU4 and RE2 

* no direct access to rail infrastructure 

* area includes existing sports fields and other community 
infrastructure 

* watercourse runs through site 

* access to Highway network means heavy vehicles pass 
through Young 

Opportunities Threats 

* reopening of Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line 

* recent investment in Milvale Road 

* use of heavy vehicle service corridors through Young 

*Potential flooding from watercourse through site although 
not mapped in Council data as a hazard 
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13 RECOMMENDATIONS 

Transport is vital in supporting the aspirations of the Hilltops community and the ongoing operations and growth of local 
businesses. A transport network that supports the needs of the community and local businesses and responds to 
changing demand, and particularly drivers for freight movement, will support the growth of Hilltops into the future. A 
strong transport network can also be the catalyst for new investment and the attraction of new businesses and / or 
industries to Hilltops. 

The recommended actions have been selected based on their capacity to contribute to respond to the strategic needs 
and achievement of the vision and goals. Actions are presented below in order of priority. 

It is acknowledged that the fiscal environment means Council has to do a lot more with less funding. The ongoing 
maintenance of the road network to the current standard alone requires significant investment and uses a majority of 
Council budget. As a result, funding for upgrades outside of the maintenance program are required from other sources, 
such as the State government. The CRJO is an important platform to advocate for funding of projects and initiatives and a 
number of the actions listed below are also to be included in the forthcoming applications for funding by the CRJO. 

It is intended that the Report and the assessment and analysis undertaken will provide a solid base for Council to justify 
funding applications and assist Council in prioritising projects for funding.  

13.1 RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 
The recommendation actions are outlined below with the intention of forming the basis of a forward program of work 
and road map for advocacy activities. The recommended actions have been selected based on their capacity to contribute 
to the strategic needs and achievement of the vision and goals. The recommended actions are outlined below with the 
intention of forming the basis of a forward program of work and road map for advocacy activities. The recommended 
actions are split into three categories to reflect the type of action the are – Infrastructure, LSPS and Economic and 
Community Development. The recommended actions also have an identified timeframe of either short, medium and long 
term and are listed in order of priority according to the outcome of the evaluation.  

Figure 35, shows the location for each recommended action on a map of the Hilltops region. 

Table 18: Recommended actions 

ACTION PROJECT ID TIMEFRAME LEAD NEXT STEPS 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Murringo Road HML upgrade  2 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case. 

Henry Lawson Way from Young to border with 
Weddin Shire - HML upgrade 3 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Milvale Road from Young to Milvale - HML 
upgrade 6 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Bribbaree Road from Young to Bribbaree - HML 
upgrade 5 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Wombat Road between the Olympic Highway at 
Young and Burley Griffin Way at Harden 
Murrumburrah 

11 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council Preliminary design 

Continued support for proposed ARTC Inland Rail 
alignment and advocacy for exploration of 
opportunities to include new infrastructure at 

23 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council Continued advocacy. 
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ACTION PROJECT ID TIMEFRAME LEAD NEXT STEPS 

Bribbaree or Milvale. 

Jugiong Road HML upgrade  1 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Cunningar Road from Lachlan Valley Way to 
Burley Griffin Way at Cunningar - HML upgrade 7 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 
Preliminary design.  
Funding secured. 

Realignment of Lachlan Valley Way (incl. 
provision for overtaking lanes) from Hume 
Highway to Boorowa 

19 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

State 

Detailed design, tender 
and construction. 
Confirm status with RMS. 

Realignment and upgrade of Olympic Highway 
(incl. provision for overtaking lanes and 
consideration of a heavy vehicle bypass of 
Young) from Wallendbeen to Cowra 

21 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

State Strategic planning 

Realignment and upgrade of Lachlan Valley Way 
(incl. provision for overtaking lanes) from 
Boorowa to Cowra 

20 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

State 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Upgrade of Burley Griffin Way (incl. provision for 
overtaking lanes) from Yass to Griffith. 28 

Long term 
(6 + years) 

State Strategic planning 

Old Forbes Road from Henry Lawson Way to 
boundary with Weddin Shire 10 

Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Chews Lane and Murringo Gap Road from 
Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell to Murringo 
Road - HML upgrade 

4 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Moppity Road from Cunningar Road to Young 12 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

McMahons Reef Road from Burley Griffin Way to 
Jugiong - HML upgrade 8 

Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council 

Needs assessment, 
concept design and 
business case 

Continued support and advocacy for 
recommissioning and reopening of the Blayney 
to Demondrille Rail Line 

22 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

State / 
Council 

Continued advocacy 
through Lachlan Regional 
Transport Committee Inc. 
for access to ports and 
reduced freight costs. 

Continued support for proposed high speed rail 
connection between Melbourne and Sydney and 
encourage strong transport connections to 
Wagga Wagga where the station will be 
provided. 

24 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

Council 
Federal 
State 

Continued support 

LSPS/LEP RECOMMENDATIONS 

Investigate opportunities for a heavy vehicle 
transport corridor that provides an alternative to 
the Olympic Highway for north-south heavy 
vehicles movements in the vicinity of the Young 
township. 

25 
Long term 
(6 + years) 

Council Further investigation 
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ACTION PROJECT ID TIMEFRAME LEAD NEXT STEPS 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITYDEVELOPMENT 

Investigate potential locations for a rest area on 
Burley Griffin Way in the vicinity of Harden. 27 

Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council / 
State 

Support and advocacy to 
RMS 

Continued support and advocacy for funding of 
the Young/Boorowa Community Transport 
Service to provide opportunities for community 
members to access services within and outside 
of the Shire. 

16 
Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council Continued advocacy 

Support and advocate for funding of a 
community transport service that provides the 
Harden-Murrumburrah community, and 
residents from surrounding areas with access to 
essential services within and outside of the Shire. 

17 
Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council Continued advocacy 

Investigate potential locations for a rest area on 
Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa.  18 

Medium 
term 
(3-6 years) 

Council/ 
State 

Support and advocacy to 
RMS 

Implement a data collection routine to aid in 
future network maintenance assessment and 
future network planning. 

26 Short term 
(1-3 years) 

Council Create database for 
ongoing collection 

 

The recommended actions have been identified and evaluated based on desktop analysis and informed by feedback 
received through consultation with members of the community, elected representatives, and Council officers. As a next 
step Council’s engineering team will undertake further investigations to develop a prioritised program of projects. 

13.2 TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS HUB 
It is recommended that the concept and criteria outlined in Table 17 for a transport and logistics hub be tested with local 
industry groups to ensure that the intent and scope of future work is focused on delivering a product that is going to 
provide benefit to local industries and the community. Following this, potential locations for a transport and logistics hub 
can be further investigated based on the updated scope and criteria to ensure any future transport and logistics hub is 
responsive to the needs of local industry. 
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Figure 35: Recommended actions (Source: PSA Consulting, 2019) 
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APPENDIX 1: STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 
 

AP01 
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HILLTOPS ECONOMIC GROWTH AND LAND USE STRATEGY AND FREIGHT AND TRANSPORT STUDY 

CONSOLIDATED FEEDBACK FROM CONSULTATION SESSIONS HELD ON 19TH AND 20TH NOVEMBER 
2018 

OPPORTUNITIES/STRENGTHS 

STRATEGIES AND INITIATIVES 
- Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO): 

o Water security strategy 
o Waste water prospectus 
o Regional freight and transport prospectus (work has been costed) 
o Will be working on a Regional Economic Strategy for CBJO area (12 councils) 
o Freight and logistics 

- Snowy Hydro 2.0 
- Herron Mine 
- CENTROC (Central NSW Councils) and CRJO both prioritised  

o Cowra – Demondrille line 
o Barton Highway duplication – allows freight and commuters 

- Attraction of business from Western Sydney (manufacturing and intensive agriculture) 
- Decentralisation 
- Joint venture ANU and CSIRO for innovation in agriculture and research 
- Country university centres options for Young (funding from Snowy 2.0) – Young High School 

site?) 
- Office of Water – doing a Regional Water Strategy  
- Changing image of Young as a “can do business” place 
- Proactive of Council: 

o Helpers of Council 
o Encourage  

- Grant opportunities: 
o Email 
o Economic Development Officer 
o Industry focus 

- Sunday activity – Main Street 
- Contacts: Ken Gillespie – trans-rail and Gillian CRJO Infrastructure 

RURAL AND RESIDENTIAL LANDS 
- 10ha Rural Res/Ag: 

o ^ eligible to pay rates for (cost) 
o Biosecurity (LLS) 
o Pests – locus - rates 

- Ageing Population - Harden: 
o Living in place 
o Over 55 community 
o Flexibility zone 

- Land negotiations: 
o Crown land – land bigger lots 
o Crown land – operational lands 
o Crown land – transport/sewage 
o Crown road - upkeep 
o LAC 
o Surrounding Councils – opportunity for processing 
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- Rural Fire Service/State Emergency Service: 
o Population ^ Broaden base of people, however not influx at the moment 

- Rural residential: 
o Tighten up planning policy 
o Water reticulated/setbacks (planning controls) 

- Growth of residential 
- Retirement: 

o Young Hospital 
o General Health 
o Access to Canberra 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
- Tree policy – retention/cutting 
- Cowra line – fire suppression opportunity 
- Consider climate change data and projections (available on Adapt NSW web site) 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
- Transgrid (Power) 

o New lines 
o Connecting up renewable energy lines 
o Wagga to Bannaby 

- Telecom – NBN 
- Yass substation  
- Coppabella wind farm 
- Boorowa – potable water, growth 
- Sport facilities 
- Strategic approach: 

o Water/hydrology 
- Irrigation 

AGRICULTURE 
- Diversity of agriculture 
- Viticulture – higher section (altitude) 
- Processing of industry 
- Critical mass of noxious agriculture (piggeries and poultry) 
- Intensive agricultural location: 

o Young/Harden 
- Proactive advice – reverse engineering problems 
- Growth sustains other things 
- Stock feed industry in Young services eastern seaboard of Australia 
- Waste management and re-use from intensive agriculture can create ‘closed systems’ 
- Carbon credit market 
- Small goods production/processing 
- Region’s biosecurity especially in pigs farms 
- Build on strengths – processing ducks 
- Intensive animal product – grain 
- Look at abattoir – organic poultry currently going to Sydney 
- Wine:  

o Griffith/Hunter 
o Processing out of the region 
o $25 million for a facility 

TOURISM 
- Strong history underutilised by tourism – need a destination tourism strategy 
- Proximity to regional towns: 
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o Too far 
o Support local tenders 

- Proximity of Boorowa and Harden to Canberra: 
o Boorowa needs reticulated water 

- Tourism: 
o Increasing number 
o Cellar doors 

- Folder/dossier for types of development to help applicants, e.g. cellar doors 
- Tourism office – promotion of industry 
- Things to do: 

o Historic 
o Gold 
o Light Horse 
o Murringo 

- Good restaurants in Young 
- Accommodation quality 
- Promotion of tourism 
- Wine/tourism: 

o Cellar door 
o Harden 

- Tourism: 
o Historic 
o Grey nomad demographic – food/wine festival, caravan parking/free camp 

(Chinaman’s Dam) 
o Social media 

- Tourism 
o Need to consider tourism as an opportunity in it’s own right – not just as a value add 

to agriculture. 
o Chinese history of the area is unique – could be an attraction. 
o Direct flights from Canberra to China. 
o Canola spectacle. 
o Drive tourism and RV visitors. Have some infrastructure at Murrumburrah 

Showgrounds which has been successful and attracts RV tourists. 
o As the ‘wheat growing capital’ Harden could have a micro-brewery to attract 

visitors. 
o Turning day trippers into longer stay tourists. 

TRANSPORT  
- Rail: 

o Cunningar (Hub) 
o Grain 
o Blayney 

- Canberra Airport 
- Boorowa: 

o LVW road 
o Proximity to Canberra 
o Barton Highway 
o Destination 

- Yass service centre – high speed to Canberra 
- Public transport between Canberra and Boorowa 
- Transport  
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o Main routes clear and running 
o Maintained 

- Inland Rail 
o Milvale Employment 
o Infrastructure/processing 

- Roads to and from Milvale 
- Commuters to Canberra – 100+ commuters 
- Western Sydney Airport – Canberra (3hrs) 
- Hilltops truck stops 
- Road transport 

o Have the base of a good network – just need to invest in the quality to support 
industry. 

o Expansion of the b-double network. 
o Utilise the available infrastructure better. 

- Rail transport 
o Need to consider the opportunity to reduce wear and tear on roads with use of rail 

for freight movements. Can assist in building a case for support. 
- Canberra Airport and the planned expansion is a significant opportunity and should be a 

focus. 
- Port of Eden presents a significant opportunity as it has major expansion plans and capacity 

will be less of an issue than for Port Botany and Port Kembla. 
- Access to international ports is key. 
- Expansion of Cunningar grain storage and loading facility presents opportunity to have a 

freight and logistics focus in this area. 

INDUSTRIAL 
- Access for Canberra markets 
- Opportunity in Telegraph Road for more industrial land – has power, gas and water 
- Access to Sydney construction markets 
- Attract businesses back to town, especially manufacturing 
- Innovation in recycling  
- Support intensive agriculture and manufacturing – provide employment 
- Industry 

o Support for new businesses, particularly small business.  

EDUCATION/RESEARCH 
- Education 
- Expertise – Boorowa Agriculture – CSIRO and grazing and horticulture 
- International agricultural school 
- Other facilitation of Education 
- High school/TAFE relationship: 

o Chef 
o Vet 

- Education 
o Virtual campus 

- TAFE: 
o Agricultural, trades 
o Link to CSIRO 
o Building there 
o Linkage to High School 

PLANNING 
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- Planning 
- Commercial zoning:  

o Boorowa 
o Staging 

- Flexibility of residential and business 
- Concern over rates 
- Accommodation for ageing population: 

o Houses and opportunity for density – stay where you are 
o Retirement house 
o Home care  

- Lot size 
- Lot size not small – large 
- Protect farm land 
- Rising lot size 
- Solution – focused approach Council/LEP with long term planning  
- Best agricultural land (protection) – promote in the LEP 
- Importance of well located industrial land. 
- Social well being/cohesion 

 

CONSTRAINTS/ISSUES 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
Water and Sewer 

- Water supply and impact of intensive agriculture 
- Whole of catchment use is considered in the health guidelines for drinking water quality 

(impact on Goldenfields) 
- Tourism not connected to reticulated supply would have to produce own potable water 

supply  
- Lot sizes needs to account for uses not connected to sewer 
- Pump out solution not encouraged 
- Survey – water resources (real issue) 
- Need sophisticated water re-use schemes 
- Water supply and security 
- Ageing treatment plant – Boorowa 
- Water  

o Access 
- Headworks charges 
- Water 

o Access to water for industry north of Young and around Boorowa are major 
constraint. Industry – particularly intensive livestock industry – needs significant 
water infrastructure to support it. Not enough investment. 

- Water and sewerage  
- Land locked – constraints 

Power/Energy 
- Capacity of power lines to piggeries – consumption and generation back to grid 
- Energy 

o Electricity not reliable for industry in some areas of the LGA – example of LPC 
Trading needing to use generators to ensure reliable power supply. 

o Electricity prices are rising higher than businesses can keep up with. 
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o Limitations on the infrastructure to allow for reliable flows. 

Waste Management 
- Waste management facilities and transport: 
- Economies of scale needed for recyclers to service the area 

Telecommunications 
- Lack of fast internet (Young) 
- Mobile phone coverage in the region 
- Telecommunications 

o Online education 
o NBN 

- Young people: 
o Internet speed  
o Mobile coverage 

RURAL AND RESIDENTIAL LANDS 
- Charges and not seeing value from land owner perspective 
- Ageing population – move to Wagga/Canberra (out of the area) 
- Changing residential land – water flow and stormwater 
- Rural 10ha^ - additional rates 
- East of Boorowa –Rye Park: 

o Small sub 20-50ha  
o Absentee landowners 
o No regard for fire, weed management issues, pests 
o Work for RFS/SES 
o Long weekenders – higher ignition points 

- SES: 
o Not looking after/maintaining properties = issues after storms 

- Availability of residential and industrial 
AGRICULTURE 

- Intensive agriculture – biosecurity risk 
- No restriction of feedlot: 

o More intensive areas (LLS) 
o 1000 head 
o Stock management area 
o (Drought relief) 
o Flow onto biosecurity 

- Population vs Enterprise (Noxious industries and intensive agriculture) 
- Temora Shire (Narandra) proactive to deal with (poultry/pigs) 
- Amenity especially for pork production sites: 

o Image: intensive vs free range 
- Locations for intensive agriculture 
- Turn over of pigs at abattoir 
- Corporate farming 
- Travelling stock reserves 

o Locations 
o Moving around 
o Movement of vehicles 
o Have been leased out 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
- Environmental: 

o Sensitive native grasslands  
o Box gum grassland/woodland: white box, yellow box, red gum 
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o Most of the area 
- Rail: 

o Weed corridor 
o Manage corridor growth 
o Burn off 

- Widen roads: 
o Clear of trees 
o Only remnant remain 

- Environmental matters 
o There are 2 distinct catchments with different soil types – clay soil in the north of 

the LGA and porous, erosion prone soil in the south. Referenced DPI mapping. 
o Southern part of the LGA drains into the Murrumbidgee 

INDUSTRIAL 
- No industrial areas for medium/high impact industries 
- Lack of industrial land in Young 
- Need for 5 acre (and >) industrial lots and close to main road 
- Availability of land 

o Need more industrial land in the right locations. 
o Harden/Murrumburrah has very limited industrial land that is not in proximity or 

historically ‘mixed-in’ with residential and commercial uses. 
o Importance of having industrial land that can be serviced with water, electricity and 

good road access. 
- Industry 

o Accommodating workers is a challenge. 
o Attracting younger workers is a challenge. Not enough services and entertainment 

to attract young workers to Hilltops. 

TRANSPORT 
- Standard of roads – Young to Yass via Murringo Road/Lachlan Valley 
- B-double holes in LGA 
- Rye Park Road 
- No public transport 
- Road access – B-double 
- Temora: Road trains – West Wyalong 
- Rationalisation: 

o B-double routes 
o Freight – in and out 

- Rail:  
o interchange  
o Double handling 

- Road transport 
o B-doubles/B-triples 
o Isolated areas (e.g. Greenthorp) 
o Access to the Hume Highway 

- Rail upgrade (not a priority) 
- Question Demondrille to Blayney 
- Wagga freight hub – will not work 
- Road Transport 

o The road infrastructure is a major constraint to growth. Road pavement and bridges 
in particular are barriers. 
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o More b-double access routes required to support industry and agriculture. Particular 
routes discussed as requiring upgrade to accommodate b-doubles are: 
 Murringo Gap Road – Nine Mile Gap Road – Chews Lane which provides a 

bypass of Young for vehicles travelling from north of Young on the Olympic 
Highway to the Lachlan Valley Way at Boorowa. 

 Jugiong Road – linking Burley Griffin Way to the Hume Highway  
o Not enough rest areas for heavy vehicles to make their required stops – some gaps 

in the network. Only rest areas near Cowra, Boorowa (in town) and Cootamundra. 
Truckies are also stopping at Wombat Pub although there is no heavy vehicle 
parking. 

o Don’t want truck parking in the centre of towns. Need to find more appropriate 
places. 

o A truck stop is planned near the roundabout at Wallendbeen. More facilities like this 
are needed although the participants had some concerns that this would drain trade 
from Harden/Murrumburrah. Would prefer these sorts of service centres were 
located on the outskirts of towns and be focused on heavy vehicles. 

- Rail Transport 
o Flooding damaged the portion of the Blayney to Demondrille rail corridor from 

Bendick Murrell to the border with Cowra Shire 

PLANNING 
- 4ha planning zone:  

o will constrain areas suitable for piggeries and industrial areas 
o Landlocking township 
o Conflict of existing land uses 

- Use by some hobby farmers of prime ag land (Cowra example) 
- DA – constraints in applications: 

o Toilets 
o Ramps 

- Process 
- Restrictive development practices in Council 

o Red tape  
o 12 months for approval 
o Impacts on contracts – cheaper to pay fines 

- Approvals process 
o Timing 
o Too hard 

TOURISM 
- Accommodation at townships – limited 
- No road signs – Young – large presence 
- Tourism 

o Quality of roads seen as barrier to drive tourism in the LGA. 
o Not enough accommodation. Limited range of options. 

EDUCATION/RESEARCH 
- Agricultural schools at Orange/Wagga 
- Lack of public transport facilities 

o Education 
o Tertiary/schools 
o Charles Stuart 
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o Face to face vs online 
- Quality of education 
- CSIRO  Boorowa employees not living in Boorowa 
- Education 

o Focus on education should not just be tertiary. Needs to start earlier in secondary 
school.  

o Young people often have to leave Hilltops for education – traineeships. Not all of 
them come back. 

o Need more opportunities for younger people – jobs and education. 

GENERAL 
- Health 

o Access to health services. Long wait times. 
- All talk/no action from Council 
- Image of Young and attractiveness of Temora 
- Lack of natural attractions for tourism 
- Lack of nightlife 
- Staffing – good people 

o Keeping young people 
o People to return 

- Vacant land – 10c 
- Council – Problem/development 
- Council as a facilitator 

o Would like to see Council be more proactive and supportive of business. 
- Don’t want to see the resolution of constraints such as water and transport left up to 

operators to deal with. 
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East-West Corridor

Existing Coasta l Route

NORTH STAR

YELARBON

Approximately 37km of new track
This will complete one of the key missing links of 
track between NSW and QLD, using disused rail 
corridor of new track to connect to the operating 
line running to Yelarbon.

NORTH STAR TO NSW/QLD BORDER 

NSW/QLD BORDER

INGLEWOOD

Approximately 188km of upgraded 
track, 1.6km of new track
This track will be upgraded (with a 

to travel at maximum speed.

NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR 

Approximately 300km of new track
This new track will reduce the overall  
journey time and complete one of the 
missing links between Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Perth and Brisbane. 

NARROMINE TO NARRABRI 

Approximately 98km of upgraded track, 
5km of new track
This track will be upgraded to allow the inland 

PARKES TO NARROMINE 

Approximately 169km of existing track
Inland Rail will benefit from the track 
upgrades that ARTC has already 
completed to this section. Additional 
works will be undertaken to 
accommodate double stacking.

STOCKINBINGAL TO PARKES 

Approximately 37km of new track
This new track will reduce route 
distance by 30km and avoid the 
Bethungra Spiral.

ILLABO TO STOCKINBINGAL 

Approximately 305km of existing track
This track will be upgraded to increase height clearance 
and to accommodate double stacking.

TOTTENHAM TO ALBURY (VIC/NSW BORDER) 

Approximately 185km of existing track
This track will be upgraded to increase height 
clearance and to accommodate double stacking.

 ALBURY (VIC/NSW BORDER) TO ILLABO 

Approximately  146km of new, dual gauge track and 78km of 
upgraded track from the NSW/QLD border near Yelarbon, to 
Gowrie Junction, north-west of Toowoomba
The Australian Government has determined a nominal 2km 
wide preferred study corridor for the project. Detailed 
environmental and engineering investigations will now be 
undertaken in the study corridor to determine a refined 
alignment for the rail line.

NSW/QLD BORDER TO GOWRIE

BRISBANE

ACACIA RIDGE

KAGARU

BROMELTON

TOOWOOMBA

DETAIL OF QLD SECTIONS

Approximately 53km of new track 
(dual gauge)
Using 1.1km of tunnelling this section will 
connect Inland Rail with the Sydney to 
Brisbane coastal line, diverting freight 
away from metropolitan areas.

CALVERT TO KAGARU 
Approximately 26km of new 
dual gauge track
This route will traverse the steep 
terrain of the Toowoomba Range 
and will include a 6.4km tunnel.

GOWRIE TO HELIDON

ROSEWOOD

CALVERT

GOWRIE
HELIDON

Approximately 47km of new dual 
gauge track (approximately half 
within existing rail corridors)
This track will cross the Lockyer Valley 
flood plain and the Little Liverpool 
Range with a 1km tunnel.

HELIDON TO CALVERT

GRANDCHESTER

Approximately 49km of existing track
This track will be upgraded to increase height 
clearance and allow double stacking.

KAGARU TO ACACIA RIDGE & BROMELTON

ALIGNMENT KEY
Existing track to be upgraded

New track

Dual gauge track

NSW/QLD BORDER

MOREE

JUNEE

ILLABO

SEYMOUR

TOTTENHAM

GWABEGAR

NARROMINE

MELBOURNE

WAGGA WAGGA

GRANDCHESTER
KAGARU

BRISBANE
ACACIA RIDGECALVERT

GOWRIE
TOOWOOMBA

NARRABRI

PARKES

STOCKINBINGAL

ALBURY

NEWCASTLE

SYDNEY

CANBERRA

< PERTH /ADELAIDE

BROMELTON

INLAND RAIL ALIGNMENT

BRISBANE

MELBOURNE

HOBART

SYDNEY
CANBERRAADELAIDE

PERTH 

DARWIN

inlandrail.com.au 1800 732 761 MARCH 2018
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1

Jugiong Road HML upgrade (widening, pavement and safety improvements)

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 20km section of road to achieve HML standard 

and provide heavy transport connectivity both within the region and through the region to Canberra 

and major ports in Sydney and Melbourne. Works will include 2 bridge replacements, acceleration 

lane onto Hume Highway, shoulder widening, guard rail installation and pavement strengthening. This 

project has been identified by the Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CBRJO) as a priority. 

Connected and Accessible ✓

Robust and responsive ✓

Safe and secure ✓

Economic Growth and Investment ✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* provides north-south connectivity between Harden/Murrumburrah and the Hume Highway at 

Jugiong

* route is partially approved for HML - the upgrade will allow the entire route to be approved for HML

* addresses a significant gap in the HML network with limited north-south connections to the Hume 

Highway

* provides another north-south connection to the Hume Highway which allows for redundancy and 

resilience in the network

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* limited number of freight generators located along route

* works include 2 bridge replacements

* identified as a priority project by the CBRJO

* provides opportunity for more north-south movements between the Harden/Murrumburrah area 

and the Hume Highway 

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* travel time improvements and reduction in km when travelling between Hume Highway / Jugiong 

and Harden/Murrumburrah

*access to funding for planning and construction works

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

1

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

4

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

4

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

4

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

4

17

3.4

YES

Hilltops Council /CRJO

Cost estimate for CRJO $22 million.

Considered a priority project due to need for improved north-south connections and inclusion in CRJO 

submission.

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

2

Murringo Road HML upgrade (bridge replacement, widening, safety improvements and pavement 

strengthening)

Detailed planning and construction  of upgrades to a 49km section of road to achieve HML standard 

and provide heavy vehicle transport connectivity both within the region and through the region to 

Canberra and major ports in Melbourne and Sydney. Works include 5 bridge replacements to HML 

capacity with major culverts, 22km of pavement strengthening and shoulder widening. This project 

has been identified by the CBRJO as a priority.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* provides a key east-west connection between the Olympic Highway at Young and Lachlan Valley 

Way at Boorowa 

* addresses a significant gap in the HML network - limited east-west connectivity can significantly 

impact travel efficiency for freight

* provides an important connection for a range of road users

* provide a more direct route to the Hume Highway and Barton Highway (via Lachlan Valley Road) 

heading south-east 

* a number of economic attractors are located along the route - access by heavy vehicles is required

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safe use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* works include 5 bridge replacements

* identified as priority project by the CBRJO

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements by HML

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* significant travel time improvements and reduction in km between the Olympic Highway at Young 

and Lachlan Valley Way at Boorowa

* Investment in Lachlan Valley Way south of Boorowa has improved the travel experience between 

Boorowa and the Hume Highway encouraging drivers coming or going from/to Canberra and Sydney 

to travel to Young via Lachlan Valley Way and Murringo Road rather than the Olympic Highway

*access to funding for planning and construction works

5

5

4

3

4

21

4.2

YES

Hilltops Council /CRJO

Cost estimate for CRJO $30 million.

Considered a priority project due to need for improved east-west connection between Lachlan Valley 

Way and Olympic Highway, as well as significant time and km travelled penalties resulting from not 

having the route available for heavy vehicles.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

3

Henry Lawson Way from Young to border with Weddin Shire - HML upgrade

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 26km section of road to achieve HML standard 

and provide heavy vehicle transport connectivity. Works will include 4 bridge replacements and 

widening, traffic safety improvements and pavement strengthening.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* provides north-south connectivity between the Olympic Highway at Young and the Mid Western 

Highway at Grenfell

* addresses a gap in the HML network by providing another north-south route connecting Young to 

the surrounding area

* provides another north-south connection to Young which allows for redundancy and resilience in 

the network

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* a number of economic attractors are located along the route - access by heavy vehicles is required

* works include 4 bridge replacements

* identified as priority project by the CBRJO

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements by HML

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* main arterial access to Young Airport

* build on current investment in bridge upgrades

*access to funding for planning and construction works

*Olympic Highway provides a north-south connection between Young and Cowra - two key centres in 

the region - Henry Lawson Way may be seen as the less preferred option

4.5

4

4

2.5

5

20

4

YES

Hilltops Council /CRJO

Bridges programmed for replacement 2018/19, some work underway.

Cost estimate for CRJO $24 million.

Considered a priority project due to need for improved north-south connection and connection to 

Bribbarree Road and Old Forbes Road.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

4

Chews Lane and Murringo Gap Road from Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell to Murringo Road - 

HML upgrade

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 14km section of road to achieve HML standard 

and provide an alternative HML transport link instead of using Murringo Road and joining the Olympic 

Highway at Young. Works include 1 bridge replacement and widening, traffic safety improvement, 

14km of pavement strengthening, shoulder widening and seal widening. 

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* provides a 'short-cut' from the Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell to Murringo Road and onto 

Lachlan Valley Way at Boorowa

* provides significant travel time improvements and reduction in km travelled

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* improved HML access will address access challenge for an existing business and economic generator

* Road is currently unsealed so significant works required to reach HML standard

* works include 1 bridge replacement

* identified as a priority project by the CBRJO

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* travel time improvements and reduction in km when travelling between Hume Highway / Jugiong 

and Harden/Murrumburrah

* potential to function as a 'bypass' of Young for some vehicle types

*access to funding for planning and construction works

* addresses a more localised access need so may be less attractive for funding that other routes

* Could be seen as a short-cut for HML to avoid Young, resulting in a potential drop in economic 

activity in Young

1

4

3

2.5

3

13.5

2.7

YES

Hilltops Council /CRJO

Cost estimate for CRJO $24 million.

Considered a missing gap in the network - a priority project due to the potential time and km travelled 

savings for north-bound services. Also provides a bypass function to those vehicles not wanting to 

pass through Young township.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

5

Bribbaree Road from Young to Bribbaree - HML upgrade

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to a 42km section of road to achieve HML standard 

and provide heavy vehicle transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators. 

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

*provides east-west connectivity between the Olympic Highway at Young - via Henry Lawson Way -  

and Bribbaree as well as freight generator in the surrounding area

* addresses a gap in the HML network by providing another east-west route connecting key freight 

routes as well as connecting Young to the surrounding area

* provides another east-west connection which allows for redundancy and resilience in the network

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* a number of economic attractors are located along the route - access by heavy vehicles is required

* improved HML access will support existing businesses and freight generators in the area

*similar connectivity provided by upgrades to Milvale Road

* identified as a priority project by the CBRJO

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* potential for rare metal mining along route which will require HML access

* the ARTC Inland Rail route passes through Bribbaree - Bribbaree Road provides direct road access 

between the Henry Lawson Way and the Olympic Highway at Young and the inland rail corridor

*access to funding for planning and construction works

5

3

4

2.5

3.5

18

3.6

YES

Hilltops Council /CRJO

Cost estimate for CRJO $24 million.

Considered a priority project due to the number of freight generators on the routes and the direct 

access to the ARTC Inland Rail corridor at Bribbarree.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

6

Milvale Road from Young to Milvale - HML upgrade

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

*provides local access to industrial areas in Young linking businesses to key freight routes (Olympic 

Highway etc.)

* provides east-west connectivity between the Olympic Highway at Young  and Milvale as well as 

Temora and freight generators in the surrounding area

* addresses a gap in the HML network by providing another east-west route connecting key freight 

routes as well as connecting Young to the surrounding area

* improved access from Young (westbound) to Burley Griffin Way and Goldfields Way at Temora

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* a number of economic attractors are located along the route - access by heavy vehicles is required

* improved HML access will support existing businesses and freight generators in the area

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* build on current investment in road upgrades

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements by HML

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* the ARTC Inland Rail route passes through Milvale - Milvale Road provides direct road access 

between the  Olympic Highway at Young and the inland rail corridor

*access to funding for planning and construction works

4

3

4

2.5

5

18.5

3.7

YES

Hilltops Council

Considered a priority project due to the number of freight generators on the routes and the 

connection to Temora in the west.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

7

Cunningar Road from Lachlan Valley Way to Burley Griffin Way at Cunningar - HML upgrade

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

*provides local access to industrial areas outside of Harden linking businesses to key freight routes 

(Burley Griffin Way and Lachlan Valley Way)

* provides connectivity between Burley Griffin Way near Harden/Murrumburrah and Lachlan Valley 

Way near Boorowa as well as the Cunningar GrainCorp facility and other freight generators in the 

surrounding area (e.g. Pepe's Ducks)

* provides significant travel time improvements and reduction in km travelled as a 'short-cut' between 

Boorowa and Harden/Murrumburrah

* addresses a gap in the HML network by providing a 'short-cut' and connecting key freight routes 

Burley Griffin Way and Lachlan Valley Way

* improved access between Harden/Murrumburrah and Boorowa

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* improved HML access will support existing businesses and freight generators in the area

* limited number of freight generators located along full extent of the route - mostly focused around 

Cunningar

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* improved HML access will attract further investment in the area - maximise the opportunity 

provided by existing facilities and operations as Cunningar

* travel time improvements and reduction in km when travelling between Hume Highway / Jugiong 

and Harden/Murrumburrah

*access to funding for planning and construction works

3

4

3.5

3

3

16.5

3.3

YES

Hilltops Council

Considered a priority project due to the importance of the connection between Burley Griffin Way 

and Lachlan Valley Way in providing broader freight connectivity and access to freight generators in 

the surrounding area.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

8

McMahons Reef Road from Burley Griffin Way to Jugiong - HML upgrade

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* provides north-south connectivity between Burley Griffin Way near Cunningar and the Hume 

Highway at Jugiong

* addresses a  gap in the HML network with limited north-south connections to the Hume Highway

* provides another north-south connection to the Hume Highway which allows for redundancy and 

resilience in the network

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* limited number of freight generators located along route

* similar connectivity provided by potential upgrades to Jugiong Road

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* provides opportunity for more north-south movements between Burley Griffin Way and the Hume 

Highway 

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

* travel time improvements and reduction in km when travelling between Hume Highway / Jugiong 

and Burley Griffin Way near Cunningar

*access to funding for planning and construction works

1

4

3

1

3

12

2.4

YES

Hilltops Council

Considered a priority project due to its inclusion in CRJO submission and the benefit of an additional 

north-south connection.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

9

Rye Park Road from Lachlan Valley Way at Boorowa to the boundary with Upper Lachlan Shire

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium 

* provides east-west connectivity between Lachlan Valley Way at Boorowa and freight generators 

(feedlots) on Rye Park Road)

* addresses a gap in the HML network by providing another east-west route connecting key freight 

routes

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* a number of economic attractors are located along the route - access by heavy vehicles is required

* improved HML access will support existing businesses and freight generators in the area

* lower number of freight generators by comparison to other routes

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

*access to funding for planning and construction works

2

3

3.5

1

2

11.5

2.3

NO

Hilltops Council

While providing access to feedlots the link otherwise provides limited benefit to broader freight 

network. Access to feedlots has not been raised as an issue throughout the Study. 



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

10

Old Forbes Road from Henry Lawson Way to boundary with Weddin Shire

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

Medium

* provides access to a number of freight generators

* shorter length of road requiring upgrade

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* improved HML access will address access challenge for an existing business and economic 

generators

* similar connectivity to that provided by Bribbaree Road and Henry Lawson Way

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

*access to funding for planning and construction works

* addresses a more localised access need so may be less attractive for funding that other routes

4

3

3

2.5

1.5

14

2.8

YES

Hilltops Council

Considered a priority due to the number of freight generators on the route.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

11

Wombat Road between the Olympic Highway at Young and Burley Griffin Way at Harden 

Murrumburrah

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* an important link between the Olympic Highway and Burley Griffin Way

* provides travel time and km savings for traffic travelling between the Olympic Highway and Burley 

Griffin Way

* shorter length of road requiring upgrade

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* improved HML access will address access challenge for an existing business and economic 

generators

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

*access to funding for planning and construction works

* addresses a more localised access need so may be less attractive for funding that other routes

2.5

5

3.5

3

3.5

17.5

3.5

YES

Hilltops Council

Provides an important connection between Burley Griffin Way and the Olympic Highway.  A priority 

project due to the potential time and km travelled savings.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

12

Moppity Road from Cunningar Road to Young

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* provide a for local connectivity between Cunningar Road and Young

* addresses a gap in the HML network with limited east-west connections

* provides another east-west connection from Young to Lachlan Valley Way and Burley Griffin Way 

(via Cunningar Road) which allows for redundancy and resilience in the network

* provides significant travel time improvements and reduction in km travelled for localised freight

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* improved HML access will address access challenge for an existing business and economic generator

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

*access to funding for planning and construction works

* addresses a more localised access need so may be less attractive for funding that other routes

3

3

3

2

2

13

2.6

YES

Hilltops Council

Considered a missing link providing for HML access to freight generators and potential freight 

generators in the central area of the LGA.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

13

Rugby Road

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* provides east-west connectivity between Lachlan Valley Way at Boorowa and freight generators 

(feedlots) on Rugby Road)

* addresses a gap in the HML network by providing another east-west route connecting key freight 

routes

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* a number of economic attractors are located along the route - access by heavy vehicles is required

* improved HML access will support existing businesses and freight generators in the area

* lower number of freight generators by comparison to other routes

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

*access to funding for planning and construction works

2.5

3

3.5

1

2

12

2.4

NO

Hilltops Council

Route is currently designated for GML so existing operators can utilise the road network for 

movement of product. No issues raised with respect to Rugby Road throughout Study.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

14

Cullinga Mines Road from Jugiong Road to boundary with Gundagai Council

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* provides east-west connectivity between Jugiong Road and Cootamundra

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* currently a 'back-road' to Cootamundra

* does not provide a travel time or km saving by comparison to travelling along Burley Griffin Way and 

the Olympic Highway

* low number of freight generators by comparison to other routes

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* provides opportunity for more east-west movements

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

*access to funding for planning and construction works

1

1

2

1

1

6

1.2

NO

Hilltops Council

Does not provide a travel time or km travelled saving by comparison to Burley Griffin Way and 

Olympic Highway. A non-direct 'back road' to Cootamundra with limited potential for upgrade to a 

standard that can accommodate HML and increased traffic.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

15

Galong Road from Kalangan Road to Cunningar Road

Detailed planning and construction of upgrades to achieve HML standard and provide heavy vehicle 

transport connectivity within the region and access to freight generators.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* completes an additional north-south route between Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar Road

* improved road safety - upgrade works such as pavement widening, pavement strengthening and 

bridge works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and provide benefits to other road 

users in terms of safety

* provides an additional route for an existing mine to access the HML network to the north

* lower number of freight generators by comparison to other routes

* Upgrade concepts not yet developed

* improved HML access may attract further investment in the area

* provides for alternative HML access to existing mine that does not require heavy vehicles to pass 

through Galong

*access to funding for planning and construction works

* addresses a more localised access need so may be less attractive for funding that other routes

2

2

3

2

1

10

2

NO

Hilltops Council

Would provide benefits for access to existing mine but with no current access issues identified and 

limited benefit to the broader network it is considered that this action should not be recommended. If 

significant safety issues associated with the transport of outputs from the mine passing through the 

township of Galong arise this may need to be reassessed.
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16

Continued support and advocacy for funding of the Young/Boorowa Community Transport Service to 

provide opportunities for community members in the Young and Boorowa townships and surrounding 

areas to access services within and outside of the Shire.

Young/Boorowa Community Transport Service is the primary community transport operation servicing 

Hilltops Council area. The service is currently functioning efficiently and offering a level of service 

commensurate with the community need. To ensure operations into the future can support the 

changing transport needs of an ageing population continued support and advocacy for funding from 

various sources will be required.

✓

✓

✓

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* Established community transport service providing connections to key destinations within and 

outside of Hilltops

* Accessible and relatively affordable for older members of the community

* Comfortable driving distance within Hilltops and to key centres such as Cootamundra, Cowra, 

Wagga Wagga, Yass, Goulburn and Canberra

* support for community members who's transport needs are changing as they age

* Low frequency of services due to lower demand 

* Investment in community transport to provide more options 

* Demand responsive transport and mobility as a service models

* Ageing population requiring passenger transport services

* Seeking funding for services from a low patronage base

* Not keeping up with demand for passenger transport emerging from ageing population pressures 

1

1

1

5

4

12

2.4

YES

Hilltops Council

While not performing as well in the quantitative evaluation it is considered that not supporting and 

advocating community transport despite the cost of delivery may have significant social impacts that 

will prove to be unacceptable to the community and Council. As a result this action will be 

recommended to enable Council to source funding and continue their support of the existing 

community transport service.
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17

Support and advocate for funding of a community transport service that provides the 

Harden/Murrumburrah community, and residents from surrounding areas with access to essential 

services within and outside of the Shire.

Harden is currently not serviced by a dedicated community transport service that provides access to 

essential services outside of the Shire. To ensure the changing transport needs of an ageing 

population are met into the future, advocacy for funding a new community transport service or 

expanding the existing Young/Boorowa service to include Harden/Murrumburrah will be required to 

be sought from various sources.

✓

✓

✓

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* Comfortable driving distance within Hilltops and to key centres such as Cootamundra, Cowra, 

Wagga Wagga, Yass, Goulburn and Canberra

* support for community members who's transport needs are changing as they age

* currently limited demand

* Potential to expand existing Young and Boorowa service to include Harden/Murrumburrah - may 

provide efficiencies in operation

* Investment in community transport to provide more options 

* Demand responsive transport and mobility as a service models

* Ageing population requiring passenger transport services

* Seeking funding for services from a low patronage base

* Not keeping up with demand for passenger transport emerging from ageing population pressures 

1

1

1

5

4

12

2.4

YES

Hilltops Council

While not performing as well in the quantitative evaluation it is considered that not supporting and 

advocating community transport despite the cost of delivery may have significant social impacts that 

will prove to be unacceptable to the community and Council. As a result this action will be 

recommended to enable Council to source funding for a new service as required. 
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18

Investigate potential locations for a rest area on Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa. 

A gap analysis of the existing network of rest areas showed the need for a rest area north of Boorowa 

on the Lachlan Valley Way. This location will service GML, CML and HML heavy vehicles routes and will 

fill the existing gap from Binalong to Cowra particularly as the only rest area for those travelling north-

south is located on the Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell. As identified in the analysis any issues on 

the Olympic Highway resulting in closure would make this rest area redundant and this is a key rest 

area for vehicles travelling north-south in the shire.

✓

2. Road safety

Medium

* services GML, CML and HML heavy vehicle routes 

* addresses an existing gap from Binalong to Cowra particularly as the only rest area for those 

travelling north-south is located on the Olympic Highway at Bendick Murrell 

* provide redundancy in the rest area network with respect to closure of Olympic Highway 

* location of rest area to comply with engineering requirements may be a challenge with vertical and 

horizontal geometry of Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa

* attraction for tourists who are looking for rest areas to break their journey

* consideration for location of rest area as part of upgrade of Lachlan Valley Way north of Boorowa

1

1

1

5

3

11

2.2

YES

Hilltops Council

Whilst not performing well in the quantitative evaluation it is considered that investigating the 

provision of a new rest area will have significant road safety benefits and may provide the opportunity 

to attract more travellers to stop and stay in the Hilltops region.
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19

Realignment of Lachlan Valley Way (incl. provision for overtaking lanes) from Hume Highway to 

Boorowa

Realignment and upgrade of 44km section of road to improve road alignment, road width, provide 

heavy vehicle passing bays, traffic safety improvements and pavement strengthening. The road will be 

upgraded to provide improved heavy transport connectivity both within the region and through the 

region to Canberra and major ports in Sydney and Melbourne. This project will improve traffic safety 

and the road alignment resulting in a reduction of travel time for HML vehicles.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Short

* increased opportunities for freight movement

* increased efficiency in use of road freight

* improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles

* contributes to increased route options and opportunity for freight movements in Hilltops

* improvements on a critical road link will benefit other road users

* provides north-south connectivity between Boorowa and the Hume Highway

* provides an improved north-south connection to the Hume Highway which will improve travel time 

and overall road user experience

* improved road safety - upgrade works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and 

provide benefits to other road users in terms of safety

* recognised as an 'initiative for investigation' in the Regional NSW Services and Infrastructure Plan

*current road has some areas of challenging vertical and horizontal geometry

* identified as a priority project by the CBRJO

* provides opportunity for improved north-south movements between the Boorowa area and the 

Hume Highway 

* travel time improvements and improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* good road access to CSIRO facility may encourage further investment and the creation of other 

businesses and facilities that have a nexus with the CSIRO facility

* funding is dependant on State government priorities

3

3.5

5

1

3

15.5

3.1

YES

State Government / CRJO

Consistently recognised in State government documents as a priority with some work already 

underway. Does not perform well in the evaluation due to the lack of control Council has over the 

project due to the stewardship of the road by RMS and the high cost.
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20

Realignment and upgrade of Lachlan Valley Way (incl. provision for overtaking lanes) from Boorowa to 

Cowra

Realignment and upgrade of road to improve road alignment, road width, provide heavy vehicle 

passing bays, traffic safety improvements and pavement strengthening. The road will be upgraded to 

provide improved heavy transport connectivity both within the region and through the region to 

Canberra and major ports in Sydney and Melbourne. This project will improve traffic safety and the 

road alignment resulting in a reduction of travel time for HML vehicles.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* increased opportunities for freight movement

* increased efficiency in use of road freight

* improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles

* contributes to increased route options and opportunity for freight movements in Hilltops

* improvements on a critical road link will benefit other road users

* provides an improved north-south connection between Boorowa and Cowra which will improve 

travel time and overall road user experience

* improved road safety - upgrade works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and 

provide benefits to other road users in terms of safety

* recognised as an 'initiative for investigation' in the Regional NSW Services and Infrastructure Plan

*current road has some areas of challenging vertical and horizontal geometry

* provides opportunity for improved north-south movements between Cowra and Boorowa

* travel time improvements and improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* good road access to CSIRO facility may encourage further investment and the creation of other 

businesses and facilities that have a nexus with the CSIRO facility

* funding is dependant on State government priorities

3

3.5

5

1

2

14.5

2.9

YES

State Government

Consistently recognised in State government documents as a priority with some work already 

underway. Does not perform well in the evaluation due to the lack of control Council has over the 

project due to the stewardship of the road by RMS and the high cost.
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21

Realignment and upgrade of Olympic Highway (incl. provision for overtaking lanes and consideration 

of a heavy vehicle bypass of Young) from Wallendbeen to Cowra

Realignment and upgrade of road to improve road alignment, road width, provide heavy vehicle 

passing bays, traffic safety improvements and pavement strengthening. The road will be upgraded to 

address challenges with vertical and horizontal geometry (e.g. the Bendick Murrell Bends) and provide 

improved heavy transport connectivity both within the region and through the region to Canberra and 

major ports in Sydney and Melbourne. This project will improve traffic safety and the road alignment 

resulting in a reduction of travel time for HML vehicles.  This project will also consider the need for a 

heavy vehicle bypass of Young in the broader context of the road upgrades.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Long

* increased opportunities for freight movement

* increased efficiency in use of road freight

* improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles

* contributes to increased route options and opportunity for freight movements in Hilltops

* improvements on a critical road link will benefit other road users

* provides an improved north-south connection through to Shire connecting Cowra in the north and 

Cootamundra in the south as well as providing improved connections to the Mid Western Highway 

and Hume Highway 

* improved travel time and overall road user experience

* improved road safety - upgrade works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and 

provide benefits to other road users in terms of safety

*current road has some areas of challenging vertical and horizontal geometry

* not currently on the forward planning program for RMS (based on verbal feedback from officers)

* provides opportunity for improved north-south movements through the region

* travel time improvements and improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* potential to resolve some access challenges

* funding is dependant on State government priorities

5

3.5

5

1

1

15.5

3.1

YES

State Government

Considerable benefits but not considered by RMS to be required in the short to medium term.
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22

Continued support and advocacy for recommissioning and reopening of the Blayney to Demondrille 

Rail Line

Reopening of the Blayney to Demondrille rail line which runs north south and connects the Main West 

line to the Main South line. This rail link provides a through route from the north to the Sydney 

metropolitan network and would provide the opportunity for north-south freight to travel via rail. 

✓

✓

✓

✓

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Long / Ongoing

* enables increased freight movements by rail

* use of an existing rail corridor with some remaining infrastructure

* connection into existing rail infrastructure on Main South Line

* project of regional significance

* limited rail movements currently

* runs somewhat parallel to ARTC Inland Rail corridor - potential competition

* no significant increase in efficiency freight movements by comparison to road

* GrainCorp Cunningar Facility designed to accommodate movement of grain by road rather than rail 

from the north (may undermine the Cunningar facility)

* strategic link to support the Western and Southern Lines and provide an alternative route to Sydney

* potential to reduce congestion on Sydney network by diverting some of the freight task from the 

Western Line through Blayney-Demondrille and accessing Ports Kembla and Botany via Southern Line 

and return

* potential to increase passenger capacity through the Western Line / Metro network by reducing 

congestion

* reduced pressure on road freight network

* passenger services - Young 

* funding is dependant on State government priorities

* significant cost investment

5

1

3

1

2

12

2.4

YES

State Government / CRJO

Cost estimate based on previous studies is between $50 million  - $200 million depending on track 

class and scope of upgrades. Note that studies are more than two years old so estimates may be out 

of date.

Continued support and advocacy is recommended to maintain Council's current position however 

active contribution of funding is not considered prudent at this time.
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23

Continued support for proposed ARTC Inland Rail alignment and advocacy for exploration of 

opportunities to include new infrastructure at Bribbaree or Milvale.

ARTC Inland Rail is proposed to utilise the existing rail line passing through Bribbaree and Milvale as 

part of the Stockinbingal to Parkes (S2P) Project through the enhancement of 173km of existing rail 

corridor to enhance vertical and horizontal clearances along the rail corridor and build a new passing 

loop to accommodate double-stacked freight trains. This project is currently in the feasibility phase to 

inform a early design. It is considered that there is opportunity for Council to seek further investment 

in infrastructure at the Bribbaree and Milvale silo locations.

✓

✓

✓

✓

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* Existing committed project

* alignment that utilises existing rail infrastructure running through Hilltops Council area

* enables increased freight movements by rail

* project of regional and national significance

* provides access to a number of significant regional centres between Melbourne and Brisbane

* limited rail movements currently

* re-establish rail infrastructure at Bribbaree and Milvale to maximise benefit to Hilltops region

* provide driver change-over and rest facilities

* reinforce road freight transport links to access corridor

* ongoing primacy of road freight in terms of time and cost advantages

3

3.5

5

1

5

17.5

3.5

YES

Private Sector

Continued support and advocacy is recommended to maintain Council's current position and provide 

the opportunity to discuss infrastructure investment in Hilltops.
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24

Continued support for proposed high speed rail connection between Melbourne and Sydney and 

encourage strong transport connections to Wagga Wagga where the station will be provided.

High speed rail between Melbourne and Sydney is a long term project with federal support at the 

planning stage. Whilst the corridor passes through the southern tip of the Shire they may be 

opportunity to build on the investment of infrastructure in nearby local government areas by 

providing strong road freight and passenger transport connections.

✓

✓

✓

✓

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Long /Ongoing

* a significant project with major implications for travel between Sydney and Melbourne - and also 

Canberra

* passes through Hilltops with stations proposed in nearby local government areas.

* no stations proposed within Hilltops

* large scale project requiring significant investment by the private sector and likely the Federal 

government

* improved transport connections to Melbourne and Sydney - connection to Wagga Wagga required

* improved access to broader region may attract new visitors

* securing funding for this high cost project

* competition with air travel

1

2

5

1

1

10

2

YES

Private Sector

As a long term unfunded project this does not perform well in the evaluation however it takes limited 

resources and effort from Council to continue to show public support for a high speed rail connection.
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Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

25

Investigate opportunities for a heavy vehicle transport corridor that provides an alternative to the 

Olympic Highway for north-south heavy vehicles movements in the vicinity of the Young township.

Research and analysis has confirmed the need to investigate opportunities to provide a heavy vehicle 

transport corridor to support north-south movements of heavy vehicles along the Olympic Highway 

and reduce opportunities for conflict between heavy vehicles and more vulnerable road users such as 

light vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists. A heavy vehicle transport corridor has been actively discussed 

by Council since 2010 and future investigations will built on these discussions and findings from 

Reports commissioned by Council.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Long

* increased opportunities for freight movement

* increased efficiency in use of road freight

* improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles

* addresses safety challenges with mixing light and heavy vehicles and heavy vehicles and pedestrians 

and cyclists

* contributes to increased route options and opportunity for freight movements in Hilltops

* provides north-south connectivity to support Olympic Highway corridor passing through the CBD of 

Young

* supported as part of the Albury to Cowra Corridor Strategy  released by RMS in 2010

* limited support from RMS

* address current points of conflict between heavy vehicles and vulnerable road users

* provides opportunity for improved business in Young township due to potential for increased 

pedestrian activity

* provides opportunity for improved north-south movements of heavy vehicles through the Young 

township

* travel time improvements and improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* potential to consider access to generators of freight movements as part of the investigation

* topography and existing land use pattern limiting opportunities for a identification of a heavy vehicle transport corridor

* lack of financial and technical support from RMS

4

5

4

1

2

16

3.2

YES

Council / State

Further investigation of opportunities for heavy vehicle transport corridor required to refine options 

for a corridor. Considerable benefits but not an RMS priority. Would need to be led by Council as a 

Council project.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

26

Implement a data collection routine to aid in future network maintenance assessment and future 

network planning.

Due to the amalgamation of council areas, there is inconsistency in the traffic volume datasets with 

regards to count location, heavy vehicle percentage and direction of traffic counts undertaken. The 

ongoing collection of traffic volumes by vehicle classification on key routes within the road hierarchy 

will assist in future network planning and in review of maintenance requirements.

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

Short

* increased evidence to be used to assess maintenance costs and future maintenance planning

* increased evidence to be used in future network planning

* address current gaps in data across the network including growth rates and heavy vehicle impacts

* lack of funding for ongoing data collection

1

1

3

5

1

11

2.2

YES

Hilltops Council

A starting point for data collection is the current database for the previous Harden Shire.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

27

Investigate potential locations for a rest area on Burley Griffin Way in the vicinity of Harden. 

Between Griffith and Yass, which is approximately a 300 km journey, there are no parking bays which 

provide drivers access to toilet facilities or food and drink. Given the manufacturing and agricultural 

growth to the west of Hilltops region with Griffin, West Wyalong, Cowra and the Lachlan Valley area 

and the proximity of Hilltops region to Canberra Airport and Eden Port, its location between Sydney 

and Melbourne's local export markets, Harden could be considered as a possible location for a hard 

stand change over area and service centre. This facility would be accessed directly from Burley Griffin 

Way and has the potential to generate much needed employment for Harden and surrounding 

villages in the Hilltops Council, (Harden Wombat Boorowa  Jugiong  and Wallendbeen Binalong on  

western and Eastern boundaries of Hilltops Council).

✓

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Medium

* services GML, CML and HML heavy vehicle routes 

* addresses an existing gap as a rest area, service facility and driver change over area for those 

travelling east-west along Burley Griffin Way from the Griffin and Riveria regions to Canberra Airport 

and Eden Port

* attraction for tourists and truck drivers who are looking for rest areas to break their journey

* location of rest area to ensure that the facility brings economic benefit to the Hilltops region instead 

of taking opportunities away from existing local businesses will be a challenge

5

1

3

5

3

17

3.4

YES

Hilltops Council

It is considered that investigating the provision of a new rest area will have significant road safety 

benefits and may provide the opportunity to attract more travellers to stop and stay in the Hilltops 

region.



Connected and Accessible

Robust and responsive

Safe and secure

Economic Growth and Investment

FREIGHT GENERATORS IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight generators on route

5 = Significant freight generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact on Travel Time / Distance

5 = Significant Impact on Travel Time / Distance

POTENTIAL ATTRACTIVENESS OF UPGRADED ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow points including Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high capacity route with overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost (>$50M)

5 = Lower Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and variety of funding  available
1 = Low (limited certainty and opportunity for alternative 

sources of funding)

5 = High 

NOTES

POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK 

EFFICIENCY

VALUE FOR 

MONEY

TOTAL SCORE

AVERAGE 

ALIGNMEN

T WITH 

GOALS

RESPONDS TO STRATEGIC NEEDS

PRIORITY (SHORT - 1 to 3 yrs | MEDIUM - 3 to 6 yrs | LONG - 6 + years)

STAGE TWO 

EVALUATION

STRENGTHS

WEAKNESSES

OPPORTUNITIES

THREATS 

REFERENCE #

STAGE ONE 

EVALUATION

DETAILS

STAGE THREE 

EVALUATION

SECTOR

PROGRESS AS RECOMMENDED ACTION

28

Upgrade of Burley Griffin Way (incl. provision for overtaking lanes) from Yass to Griffith.

Upgrade of road to improve road alignment, road width, provide heavy vehicle passing bays, traffic 

safety improvements and pavement strengthening. The road will be upgraded to provide improved 

heavy transport connectivity both within the region and through the region to Canberra and major 

ports in Sydney and Melbourne. This project will improve traffic safety and the road alignment 

resulting in a reduction of travel time for HML vehicles.

✓

✓

✓

✓

1. Developing and expanding the B-double and HML network

2. Road safety

3. Reinforcing access to freight hubs, regional centres and key ports

Long

* increased opportunities for freight movement

* increased efficiency in use of road freight

* improved accessibility and safety for heavy vehicles

* contributes to increased route options and opportunity for freight movements in Hilltops

* improvements on a critical road link will benefit other road users

* provides an improved east-west connection between Yass and Griffith which will improve travel 

time and overall road user experience

* improved road safety - upgrade works will allow for safer use of the road by HML vehicles and 

provide benefits to other road users in terms of safety

*current road has some areas of challenging vertical and horizontal geometry

* provides opportunity for improved east-west movements between Griffith and Yass

* travel time improvements and improved HML access will attract further investment in the area

* funding is dependant on State government priorities

3

3.5

5

1

2

14.5

2.9

YES

State Government

Does not perform well in the evaluation due to the lack of control Council has over the project due to 

the stewardship of the road by RMS and the high cost.



FREIGHT 

GENERATORS 

IMPACTED
1 = Few or no freight 

generators on route

5 = Significant freight 

generators on route

REDUNDANCY
1 = Minimal Impact 

on Travel Time / 

Distance

5 = Significant Impact 

on Travel Time / 

Distance

POTENTIAL 

ATTRACTIVENESS 

OF UPGRADED 

ROUTE
1 = Multiple slow 

points including 

Towns, narrow / 

winding sections

5 = Direct high 

capacity route with 

overtaking lanes

Order of magnitude 

DELIVERY COST
1 = Higher Cost 

(>$50M)

5 = Lower 

Cost(<$10M)

Certainty and 

variety of funding  

available
1 = Low (limited 

certainty and 

opportunity for 

alternative sources of 

funding)

5 = High 

2

Murringo Road HML upgrade (bridge 

replacement, widening, safety 

improvements and pavement 

strengthening)

5 5 4 3 4 21 4.2

3

Henry Lawson Way from Young to 

border with Weddin Shire - HML 

upgrade

4.5 4 4 2.5 5 20 4

6
Milvale Road from Young to Milvale - 

HML upgrade
4 3 4 2.5 5 18.5 3.7

5
Bribbaree Road from Young to 

Bribbaree - HML upgrade
5 3 4 2.5 3.5 18 3.6

11

Wombat Road between the Olympic 

Highway at Young and Burley Griffin 

Way at Harden Murrumburrah

2.5 5 3.5 3 3.5 17.5 3.5

23

Continued support for proposed 

ARTC Inland Rail alignment and 

advocacy for exploration of 

opportunities to include new 

infrastructure at Bribbaree or Milvale.

3 3.5 5 1 5 17.5 3.5

1

Jugiong Road HML upgrade 

(widening, pavement and safety 

improvements)

1 4 4 4 4 17 3.4

27

Investigate potential locations for a 

rest area on Burley Griffin Way in the 

vicinity of Harden. 

5 1 3 5 3 17 3.4

7

Cunningar Road from Lachlan Valley 

Way to Burley Griffin Way at 

Cunningar - HML upgrade

3 4 3.5 3 3 16.5 3.3

25

Investigate opportunities for a heavy 

vehicle transport corridor that 

provides an alternative to the 

Olympic Highway for north-south 

heavy vehicles movements in the 

vicinity of the Young township.

4 5 4 1 2 16 3.2

19

Realignment of Lachlan Valley Way 

(incl. provision for overtaking lanes) 

from Hume Highway to Boorowa

3 3.5 5 1 3 15.5 3.1

21

Realignment and upgrade of Olympic 

Highway (incl. provision for 

overtaking lanes and consideration of 

a heavy vehicle bypass of Young) 

from Wallendbeen to Cowra

5 3.5 5 1 1 15.5 3.1

20

Realignment and upgrade of Lachlan 

Valley Way (incl. provision for 

overtaking lanes) from Boorowa to 

Cowra

3 3.5 5 1 2 14.5 2.9

28

Upgrade of Burley Griffin Way (incl. 

provision for overtaking lanes) from 

Yass to Griffith.

3 3.5 5 1 2 14.5 2.9

10
Old Forbes Road from Henry Lawson 

Way to boundary with Weddin Shire
4 3 3 2.5 1.5 14 2.8

4

Chews Lane and Murringo Gap Road 

from Olympic Highway at Bendick 

Murrell to Murringo Road - HML 

upgrade

1 4 3 2.5 3 13.5 2.7

12
Moppity Road from Cunningar Road 

to Young
3 3 3 2 2 13 2.6

8
McMahons Reef Road from Burley 

Griffin Way to Jugiong - HML upgrade
1 4 3 1 3 12 2.4

13 Rugby Road 2.5 3 3.5 1 2 12 2.4

16

Continued support and advocacy for 

funding of the Young/Boorowa 

Community Transport Service to 

provide opportunities for community 

members in the Young and Boorowa 

townships and surrounding areas to 

access services within and outside of 

the Shire.

1 1 1 5 4 12 2.4

17

Support and advocate for funding of 

a community transport service that 

provides the Harden/Murrumburrah 

community, and residents from 

surrounding areas with access to 

essential services within and outside 

of the Shire.

1 1 1 5 4 12 2.4

22

Continued support and advocacy for 

recommissioning and reopening of 

the Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line

5 1 3 1 2 12 2.4

9

Rye Park Road from Lachlan Valley 

Way at Boorowa to the boundary 

with Upper Lachlan Shire

2 3 3.5 1 2 11.5 2.3

18

Investigate potential locations for a 

rest area on Lachlan Valley Way north 

of Boorowa. 

1 1 1 5 3 11 2.2

26

Implement a data collection routine 

to aid in future network maintenance 

assessment and future network 

planning.

1 1 3 5 1 11 2.2

15
Galong Road from Kalangan Road to 

Cunningar Road
2 2 3 2 1 10 2

24

Continued support for proposed high 

speed rail connection between 

Melbourne and Sydney and 

encourage strong transport 

connections to Wagga Wagga where 

the station will be provided.

1 2 5 1 1 10 2

14

Cullinga Mines Road from Jugiong 

Road to boundary with Gundagai 

Council

1 1 2 1 1 6 1.2

AVERAGE 

SCORE (OUT 

OF 5)

REFERENCE 

#
POTENTIAL ACTIONS

NETWORK EFFICIENCY VALUE FOR MONEY

TOTAL 

SCORE
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SWOT ANALYSIS

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL LOCATIONS FOR A TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS HUB - HILLOTPS COUNCIL

# POTENTIAL LOCATION DETAILS
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COMMENTS Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats
# POTENTIAL LOCATION DETAILS

1 Lachlan Valley Way, Boorowa

Approximately 65 hectares of land directly south of 
Boorowa on the Lachlan Valley Way opposite 
Meads Lane. Potential for direct access to Lachlan 
Valley Way and adjacent to the decommissioned 
Boorowa Railway Spur.

IN1 - General Industrial          

* Directly adjacent to Lachlan Valley Way
* Only accessible for road freight
* Rail line adjacent to site is not operational
* Lachlan Valley Way is a HML and GML route
* Provision of water is a challenge
* Average slope is less than 5%
* Exempt from Native Vegetation Regulatory Mapping
* No natural hazards identified on site based on available mapping
* Potential to provide a buffer to residential areas due to size of site
* 50km radius of site encompasses Young, Harden / Murrumburrah, and Yass

* freight transport facility and transport 
depot permitted with consent in IN1 - 
General Industrial
* directly adjacent to Lachlan Valley Way
* good access to Hume Highway

* no direct access to rail infrastructure
* directly adjacent to R1 General 
Residential zoned land to the north-east 
and north-west
* directly adjacent to R2 Low Density 
Residential zoned land directly to the 
east
* access to bulk water supply

* Potential economic boost to Boorowa
* Planned upgrades to Lachlan Valley 
Way and Murringo Road

* Proximity to CSIRO site may present 
biosecurity challenges
* less investment by economic 
generators in Boorowa area, by 
comparison to other areas of the Shire
* Ongoing challenges with access to bulk 
water not resolved

2 Corner of Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar 
Road, Cunningar

Approximately 140 hectares of land directly west of 
Harden/Murrumburrah along Burley Griffin Way. Co-
located with Graincorp's Cunningar facility there is 
potential for access to the Main South Rail Line and 
direct access to Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar 
Road

RU1 - Primary Production          

* Directly adjacent to Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar Road
* Burley Griffin Way and Cunningar Road (part of) are HML and GML routes
* Adjacent to the Main South Rail Line with access to the Cunningar rail siding
* Cunningar rail siding provides for intermodal transfer of goods
* not all services available currently
* average slope is less than 5% - balance cut and fill potential
* areas of Vulnerable Regulated Land through the site following Cunningham Plains 
Creek - potential to appropriately managed environmental values on the site
* No residential zoned land surrounding the site - nearest conglomeration of 
residential uses in the Harden township
* 50km radius of site encompasses Young, Harden/Murrumburrah, Boorowa and 
Cootamundra

 * freight transport facility is permitted 
within RU1 - Primary Production
* access to both Burley Griffin Way and 
Cunningar Road
* access to Main South Rail Line
* existing rail siding and operational grain 
loading facility on site
* captures a large number of economic 
generators and freight generators in 
50km radius
* good access to Hume Highway
* direct access to Port Kembla via rail

* Vulnerable Regulated Land following 
Cunningham Plains Creek
* not all required services currently 
available

* Potential to expand an existing 
successful facility
* overnight rail transport to Port Kembla 
could be extended to other goods (other 
than grain)
* strong east west connections and 
potential to improve connectivity to 
northern part of Shire
* access to routes into the southern area 
of the Shire

*Potential flooding from Cunningham 
Plains Creek although not mapped in 
Council data as a hazard

3 Crescent Street, Galong

An Environmental Impact Statement is currently 
being prepared to facilitate development of a 
Freight Transport Terminal  on 8 hectares of land 
along the Main South Rail Line at Galong. 
Wholegrain Australia Pty Ltd is the proponent. 
While it is acknowledged that the proposal is not for 
a Transport and Logistics Hub this site has been 
included for assessment to provide an overview of 
the potential of a Transport and Logistics Hub into 
the future.

RU1 - Primary Production          

* 2.7 km from Burley Griffin Way
* Bouyeo Road is a HML route
* adjacent to the Main South Rail Line with access to a rail siding
* land is able to be serviced as part of a new development
* 8 hectares is considered too small to accommodate a functional Transport and 
Logistics Hub with lots available for a number of parties
* average slope is less than 2% - balance of cut and fill likely
* No natural hazards identified on site based on available mapping
* Directly south of Galong township - smaller lot size (8ha) means that inclusion of 
a suitable buffer to residential areas is unlikely to be achieved
* 50km radius of site encompasses Young, Harden/Murrumburrah, Jugiong, 
Boorowa and Cootamundra

 * freight transport facility is permitted 
within RU1 - Primary Production
* Bouyeo Road is a HML route and 
provides access to Burley Griffin Way
* captures a large number of economic 
generators and freight generators in 
50km radius

* transport depot is a prohibited uses in 
RU1 - Primary Production
* size of site at 8ha does not provide 
sufficient area to accommodate a 
Transport and Logistics Hub
* use of Bouyeo Road as the primary 
road connection to Burley Griffin Way 
will increase number of freight vehicles 
and potential for conflict between cars 
accessing Galong
* R5 and RU5 uses are directly north of 
the site with limited potential to provide 
a buffer and mitigate impacts

* market driven proposal - Wholegrain 
have identified the site as a good location
* use of existing rail infrastructure

* Proximity to Galong township may 
restrict operations into the future

4 Saleyards Road, Harden

Approximately 90 hectares of land on Saleyards 
Road located  directly north of the Main South Rail 
Line in Harden/Murrumburrah. Access to Burley 
Griffin Way via Saleyards Road Stair Street.

RU1 - Primary Production
IN1 - General Industrial          

* 1.5km from site to Burley Griffin Way via Saleyards Road, Aurville Road and Stair 
Street
* route to Burley Griffin Way passes through residential areas - not ideal
* Saleyards Road, Aurville Road and Stair Street are HML and GML routes
* adjacent to the Main South Rail Line 
* currently no siding infrastructure - no opportunity for inter-modal transfers
* Land is able to be serviced as part of a new development
* average slope less than 10% - potential for balance of cut and fill
* No major constraints - part of site is land excluded from the LLS Act
* residential development 200m south of the site and rural residential to the east 
* 50km radius of site encompasses Young, Harden/Murrumburrah, Boorowa, 
Jugiong, Milvale and Cootamundra

* freight transport facility is permitted 
within RU1 - Primary Production and IN1 - 
General Industrial
* HML and GML access to site from 
Burley Griffin Way
* access to Main South Rail Line
* captures a large number of economic 
generators and freight generators in 
50km radius

* route to Burley Griffin Way passes 
through residential areas in Harden
* route to Burley Griffin Way passes 
under rail bridge with 4.6 m clearance

* potential for alternative route to Burley 
Griffin Way via Barwang Road , Jellambi 
Road and Cunningar Road

* Proximity to Harden township may 
restrict operations into the future

5 Milvale Road, Milvale
Approximately 110 hectares of land on Milvale Road 
located directly adjacent to the Stockinbingal to 
Parkes Rail Line (future ARTC Inland Rail Route).

RU1 - Primary Production          

* direct access to Milvale Road
* Milvale Road is a HML and GML route
* adjacent to the Stockinbingal to Parkes Rail Line with access to a Graincorp grain 
loading facility
* land is unserviced and distance from existing infrastructure networks would 
mean the site needs to be self sufficient for infrastructure which is unlikely
* average slope less than 10% - potential for balance of cut and fill
* limited residential development in the surrounding area
* 50km radius of site encompasses Young, Harden/Murrumburrah, Temora, and 
Cootamundra

* proximity to ARTC Inland Rail Corridor
* access to Stockinbingal to Parkes Rail 
Line
* existing rail siding and operational grain 
loading facility on site
* access to Milvale Road

* freight transport facility is a prohibited 
use in RU1 - Primary Production
* distance from population centres and 
economic generators west of Young
* access to State highway network 
requires driving to the Olympic Highway 
at Young
* western location of the site means that 
accessibility by economic generators 
located in the area between Young, 
Harden and Boorowa are disadvantaged

* Planned upgrades to rail line as part of 
ARTC Inland Rail project

* lack of supporting road network

6 Corner of Burley Griffin Way and Wombat Road, 
Murrumburrah

Approximately 70 hectares of land on the corner of 
Wombat Road and Burley Griffin Way located 
adjacent to the Main South Rail Line.

RU1 - Primary Production          

* direct access to Burley Griffin Way - potential access to Wombat Road 
(dependant on engineering considerations)
* adjacent to the Main South Line
* currently no siding infrastructure - no opportunity for inter-modal transfers
* servicing of land may be a challenge due to distance from existing networks - 
Goldenfields Water pipeline passes in proximity to the site
* gently sloping site with an average slope of less than 10%
* No regulated land on site but the other side of Burley Griffin Way has a large area 
of Sensitive Regulated Land
* an unnamed watercourse passes east-west through the site
* located outside of the Harden/Murrumburrah township - no surrounding 
residential uses
* 50km radius of site encompasses Young, Harden/Murrumburrah, Boorowa, 
Jugiong, Milvale and Cootamundra

* freight transport facility is permitted 
within RU1
* HML and GML access to site from 
Burley Griffin Way
* access to Main South Rail Line
* captures a large number of economic 
generators and freight generators in 
50km radius
* Located easy distance from 
Harden/Murrumburrah but with 
sufficient separation from sensitive uses
* Wombat Road provides link to Olympic 
Highway and facilitates north-south 
movements to Young and surrounding 
area 

* Wombat Road / Burley Griffin Way 
intersection has engineering challenges 
(sight distance, turning capabilities for 
larger vehicles) with respect to horizontal 
and vertical geometry

* strong east west connections and 
potential to improve connectivity to 
northern part of Shire
* access to routes into the southern area 
of the Shire
* well located to take advantage of 
reopening of Blayney to Demondrille Rail 
Line

*Potential flooding from watercourse 
through site although not mapped in 
Council data as a hazard

RU1 - Primary Production

RU4 - Primary Production Small 
Lots

* Directly adjacent to Henry Lawson Way
* Only accessible for road freight
* Rail line adjacent to site is not operational
* Chillingworks Road and Henry Lawson Way is a HML and GML route south of the 
site and a GML route north of the site
* limited services to site
* Gently sloping site with average slope is less than 10%
* Mchenrys Creek travels east -west through the site
* areas of Vulnerable Regulated Land through the site following Mchenrys Creek - 
potential to appropriately managed environmental values on the site
* No natural hazards identified on site based on available mapping
* located 7km north-west of Young - significant separation from residential zones
* 50km radius of site encompasses Grenfell, Bribbaree, Milvale, Cootamundra, 
Harden/Murrumburrah, Galong, Boorowa and Murringo.

    
Approximately 110 hectares of land on Henry 
Lawson Way adjacent to the decommissioned 
Blayney to Demondrille Rail Line.

Henry Lawson Way, Young7  

* proximity to Young township
* access to Henry Lawson Way and 
Chillingworks Road (onto Milvale Road)
* HML and GML access along Henry 
Lawson Way
* GML access along Chillingworks Road
* centrally located to a large number of 
economic generators
* good access to established industrial 
area via Chillingworks Road

* freight transport facility is a prohibited 
use in RU1 - Primary Production and RU4 - 
Primary Production Small Lots
* no direct access to rail infrastructure
* watercourse runs through site
* access to Highway network means 
heavy vehicles pass through Young 
* No HML access along Henry Lawson 
Way north of site

* proximity to Young Airport
* reopening of Blayney to Demondrille 
Rail Line
* recent investment in Henry Lawson 
Way
* use of heavy vehicle service corridors 
through Young

*Potential flooding from watercourse 
through site although not mapped in 
Council data as a hazard

  



SP2 - Infrastructure

RU1 - Primary Production

RU4 - Primary Production Small Lots

RE2 - Public Recreation

IN1 - General Industrial

Corner Milvale Road and Chillingworks Road, Burrangong8

Approximately 100 hectares of land on the corner of 
Chillingworks Road and Milvale Road adjacent to 
the decommissioned Blayney to Demondrille Rail 
Line.



* proximity to Young township
* access to Milvale Road and 
Chillingworks Road
* within 2km of Olympic Highway 
* HML and GML access along Milvale 
Road
* GML access along Chillingworks Road
* centrally located to a large number of 
economic generators
* good access to established industrial 
area via Chillingworks Road

* freight transport facility is a prohibited 
use in SP2, RU1, RU4 and RE2
* no direct access to rail infrastructure
* area includes existing sports fields and 
other community infrastructure
* watercourse runs through site
* access to Highway network means 
heavy vehicles pass through Young 

* reopening of Blayney to Demondrille 
Rail Line
* recent investment in Milvale Road
* use of heavy vehicle service corridors 
through Young

*Potential flooding from watercourse 
through site although not mapped in 
Council data as a hazard

   

*Directly adjacent to Milvale Road - access to Olympic Highway
* only accessible for road freight
* rail line adjacent to site is not operational
* Milvale Road is a HML and GML route
* Chillingworks Road is a GML route
* potential to service the site
* gently sloping land with average slope less than 10%
* Diarymans Gully, Milkmans Gully and Burrangong Creek travel through the site
* Areas of Vulnerable Regulated Land through the site following the watercourses - 
potential to appropriately manage environmental values on the site
* no natural hazards identified on site based on available mapping - although it is 
likely that the watercourses flood in high rainfall events
* 2km from Young CBD - separated from residential zones
* 50km radius of site encompasses Grenfell, Bribbaree, Milvale, Cootamundra, 
Harden/Murrumburrah, Galong, Boorowa and Murringo.
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