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Across the Hilltops, we acknowledge that this country  
is Wiradjuri and Ngunnawal country  

In Hilltops we are conscious of the Wiradjuri and Ngunnawal people, the Indigenous men and women 
who managed these fertile valleys and plains for thousands of years before the first European settlers 
appeared.  We respect their country, we value the opportunity to learn more about the culture that 
nurtured the land through tough or plentiful seasons, understanding the relationship between the  
spirits, the elements, the land, the creatures and the humans living there and passing through.
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Wiradjuri &  
Ngunnawal Country

This country is



Welcome to the hilltops region
As the Mayor of Hilltops, I am  
delighted to welcome you to your 
new home in our thriving and  
diverse region.

The fertile soils and favourable  
climate of the Hilltops has nurtured 
our growth primarily from  
agriculture. Over time the business 
community has also kept growing, 
diversifying and maintained its  
dynamic nature through an ever 
changing brigade of local business 
champions. These visionaries 
have seen business opportunities 
and seized on them to make their 
livelihoods here, along the way 
investing in and unlocking skills and 
employment opportunities for the 
local community.

This has all added to the wealth and 
diversity of employment prospects 
we all now enjoy and along with 
stable employment comes a higher 
standard of living and the chance to 
lead the type of life you’ve dreamed 
of in the home of your dreams. 

Your home here can take many 
forms from quality rental properties, 

to owning an established home 
or building your dream from the 
ground up in town or village  
settings or acreage, you have so 
many options to consider.

Underpinning the community you 
will find a wealth of services and 
providers all ready to assist you to 
cover your basic needs like shopping 
or having the car serviced, right up 
to furthering your education or that 
of your children, taking care of your 
health needs, or providing a safe and 
secure lifestyle in supported  
accommodation for those in their 
senior years needing a hand up.

Our strength has always been our 
people and engaging with them 
by doing business here, shopping, 
attending places of worship, sport or 
other cultural activities will help you 
make a comfortable transition to 
your new home with us.

So once again, I extend a warm  
welcome and thank you for  
choosing Hilltops.

Brian Ingram - Mayor
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Home
welcome to our

Weather 

Average  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Max   32.1 30.5 27.3 22.8 17.7 14.0 13.0 14.6 18.0 22.3 26.2 29.3

Min  15.0 14.7 11.4 6.8 3.3 2.2 0.9 1.1 2.9 5.4 9.4 12.1

Rainfall mm 41.8 52.8 47.5 33.3 40.5 60.5 56.4 48.9 49.4 43.9 62.4 57.0
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Our Hilltops community stands ready to welcome  
you with a host of options for lifestyle, business,  
or career.

When you decide to trade up to a better way of life with us you’ll have more 
time with family and friends, less time commuting and a mortgage that is 
much more affordable delivering you more money in your hip pocket and a 
higher standard of living as a result.

Affordability, liveability and opportunity are the pillars that set the Hilltops far 
above its big city and larger regional centre neighbours based on an array of 
housing, health, education and lifestyle options.

Young
The largest of our three towns and here you will find a bustling centre with 
room to grow, work and study, supported by community, cultural and  
sporting groups all adding zest to life. You have convenient access to the  
services you need, and its central location means you can head in any  
direction across the state and beyond.

Young is regarded as a regional hub, with a well-developed and diverse  
business community serving more than 57,000 people and it entices visitors 
to experience a variety of shopping and dining, explore its manicured parks 
and gardens and compete on its well-maintained playing fields.

The array of professional services, a full complement of banks and a business 
community willing to invest all add to the attraction and opportunity of this 
thriving regional centre.

Recent large private investments are a Bunnings and a childcare centre both 
adding to the spice of the CBD.

 

Harden-Murrumburrah
Proud and unique in character the twin town of Harden-Murrumburrah  
aspires to greatness and delivers much for a town of its size.

Its streets are wide, its business community welcoming and investments like 
the construction of a new hospital which opened late last year along with the 
recent completion of a new multi-million dollar South West Zone Fire Control 
Centre on the outskirts of town inspire confidence in those who choose to 
call Harden-Murrumburrah home.

Harden-Murrumburrah like all our towns is well connected with road  
transport links along the Burley Griffin Way and it sits directly on the Sydney  
to Melbourne rail line.

The common thread of our communities is our high standard of public  
amenities and the sporting fields, parks and gardens of Harden-Murrumburrah 
add to its residential options that offer space and elbow room.
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Fast Facts on Distance

Sydney
Boorowa to Sydney 328km
Harden to Sydney 342km
Young to Sydney 374km
Jugiong to Sydney 338km

Melbourne
Boorowa to Melbourne 613km
Harden to Melbourne 578km
Young to Melbourne 605km
Jugiong to Melbourne 543km

Canberra
Boorowa to Canberra 113km
Harden to Canberra 125km
Young to Canberra 185km
Jugiong to Canberra  122km

Join our growing 
community of 

18,704 

Find the job  
for you

The Hilltops Region  
has a 5.5%  

unemployment rate and 
strong industry growth

Explore the great  
outdoors at more than

22 local parks 

Find your team at over 

89 local  
sporting clubs 

Practice your swing at

4 golf courses 

Enjoy a day at the  
races at

3 racecourses 

Make a splash at

4 public  
swimming pools 

Shop till you 
drop

at our boutiques and 
nationally recognised 

chains
Practice your faith at

22 places of 
worship 

Fuel your learning at our

 21 educational 
facilities 

Ignite your creativity with

15 art and  
culture groups

hilltops area
7,140 square kilometres
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Boorowa
The smallest of our three main urban centres but certainly punching well 
above its weight is Boorowa which presents you with an idyllic country town 
nestled in a picturesque rural landscape.

Its recently redeveloped main street precinct entices you to stop, relax and 
soak up the hospitality of local business for which Boorowa is renowned.

Community spirit thrives and you will be well supported by a network of 
locally based services, clubs, and cultural groups. 

Running straight through town is the busy arterial route of the Lachlan Valley 
Way. This links Boorowa to the Mid-Western Highway to the north at Cowra 
and the Hume Highway to the south, so businesses established in Boorowa 
benefit from a steady flow of passing trade and convenient access to road 
transport bringing goods in and out.

Once again, the open spaces and playing fields of this fine small town invite 
you to get outdoors and enjoy an active life and social engagement through 
sport.

Boorowa is synonymous as the home of the Superb Parrot, scientific name 
Polutelis swainsonii, and if the pace of life in Boorowa seems right for you 
your life there will be truly superb.

Villages
Rounding out an impressive inventory of lifestyle options are our charming 
and completely individual villages dotted across the breadth of Hilltops, all 
unique in setting and character. These close-knit communities mostly led by 
village progress associations, will give you the chance to really sit back and 
soak up country living. Our regional road network ensures our village residents 
are within a comfortable drive to our major urban centres, and the services 
they offer within easy reach.

Now you’re inspired to call Hilltops home let us guide you on your  
journey to explore all that Hilltops has to offer through the pages  
that follow or by going to www.visithilltopsregion.com.au or  
www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au

Wagga Wagga
Boorowa to Wagga 168km
Harden to Wagga 129km
Young to Wagga 159km
Jugiong to Wagga 125km

Orange
Boorowa to Orange 167km
Harden to Orange  199km
Young to Orange 160km
Jugiong to Orange 238km

Bathurst
Boorowa to Bathurst  182km
Harden to Bathurst  214km
Young to Bathurst  175km
Jugiong to Bathurst 253km



Finigans
MEET THE
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The Finnigans have lived in multiple cities and towns  

across Australia but they couldn’t be happier about  

their move to Young in the Hilltops region of NSW  

where they are finding everything they need.



When Sydney sea changers began moving into Jim and 
Sue Finnigan’s coastal retreat it became a bit crowded 
for Jim, who is an inlander at heart. 

“I was sick of the coast, I wanted to move back to the bush,” explains Jim. 

He said after 12 years, their coastal getaway was becoming too busy and  
was losing its intimate community vibe.

Since marrying, the couple have had many moves, and many homes.  
Sue spent 20 years travelling all over Australia in what she describes as a  
privileged public service career. They shifted to Sydney, Canberra, Perth, back 
to Canberra and to the coast. She says the timing for the move to Young in 
2020 was right. 

“Over the years we covered lots of different places which were right at the 
time but now it is right that we go home.  I said to my friends and family  
that as it is our 50th wedding anniversary this year we thought we’d go  
home to where it all started.”

Both grew up in Young, started dating as 12-year-old school students and 
only left as teenagers to further their employment.

“Young is a beautiful town, I always thought that, and it is very easy living  
in it in terms of movements, opportunity for activities, employment and  
services for those who need access to them. 

“So it really is a good place, not just for retirees,” says Sue.

“It has everything we need. Some big stores like Woolworths and IGA and 
good medical facilities,” says Jim.  It is also small enough to have that friendly 
community spirit that Jim loves.

Initially Jim settled in at Young while Sue commuted back and forth weekly  
to fulfill a commitment to do the school run for her daughter back at their  
old home. 

Now they have joined the Services Club and both are keen to contribute in 
coming months and become part of the Young community.

Jim has always preferred inland Australia and is particularly happy to be  
back living in the Hilltops.

Always one to maintain relationships throughout those years away,  
he is now seeing old mates, including one friend who he has known since  
babyhood as their mothers were close friends. He points out, for those who 
don’t have those usual connections there are plenty of clubs and activities to 
help new residents settle into the community and there are welcoming locals 
to ease the transition.
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Live
where we
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Median House Prices 
(MAY 2021)

Boorowa $303,000, average rental 3 bedroom home $275 p/w
Harden  $222,000, average rental 3 bedroom home $250 p/w
Young  $325,000, average rental 3 bedroom home $295 p/w



It may be a cliché but its true there’s no place like 
home and there’s no place like the Hilltops to find  
the perfect fit for your place to call home.

Property options in the Hilltops come in all styles and budgets to suit  
individuals, couples and families allowing you the freedom to pursue the  
lifestyle you’ve always dreamed of and leave those hefty city mortgages  
behind. In the Hilltops you really are spoilt for choice. 

Whether you’re looking for something small and cosy like an apartment or  
the wide-open spaces of broadacre farming we can accommodate you.

On the market the inventory includes family homes new and established, 
town houses and apartments, land where you can see your dream home rise 
from the ground up, small rural lifestyle offerings with elbow room where the 
kids and the family dog can run wild, right through to broad acre properties 
where you can turn your hand to making a living from the land.

Build Your Dream
As demand increases new estates are opening, broadening horizons and  
options even further. They nestle on the outskirts of our major centres,  
designed with convenience in mind and all within a few minutes of the CBD, 
shopping centres, medical facilities, sporting fields and schools.

 

More Than A House
The freedom of relaxed country living is at the heart of the Hilltops and if 
you’re looking for more than a home there are large lifestyle blocks offering 
open space, privacy and the chance to explore options such as planting  
your own idyllic garden on a large block of land, cultivating your own small  
orchard, growing your own vegetables and even running a few head of  
livestock. Alternatively, some of these real estate gems pop up on the  
market occasionally already established and offering you the chance to  
move right in and start living your dream.

Living the Laid-Back Life
If you’re looking for something even more relaxed, removed but at the same 
time connected then one of our villages may prove to be the perfect choice. 
All are situated within a comfortable drive of one of our major urban centres 
and give you living options without the big price tag. You can choose to live 
a private life or engage with the locals through social or sporting activities, 
village progress associations, even become a member of the Rural Fire Service 
if that’s where your interest lies. Many of our villages have schools for younger 
children where they can learn just a short distance from home before heading 
off to further their education at high schools in Boorowa, Harden or Young.

All our villages rest in beautiful rural settings as diverse as the Hilltops itself, 
their characters are different and unique and if you find your slice of paradise 
there you will also find a sense of connection to the broad acres of  
agricultural land surrounding you.
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Villages
our

Our Villages grew from mining, from soldier settlements,  

from rail, from pastoral settlements.  

You’ll see the different architectural styles which tell  

the visitor when the villages were established. 



Jugiong
Hilltops meets the Hume Highway at Jugiong on the Murrumbidgee, one of 
Australia’s great inland rivers.  If you’re travelling north, Jugiong is about 20 
minutes from Gundagai; and not much longer south from Yass. There is no 
better fare along the Sydney-Melbourne route.

Jugiong has become a gourmet destination with notable establishments 
being the Long Track Pantry and the Sir George which also offers welcoming 
accommodation. Other accommodation options are available at the Jugiong 
Motor Inn or great nearby B&Bs and one of Australia’s best riverside camping 
spots (also serving as the showground) is on Riverside drive beside the river.  

The road connecting Jugiong to Harden-Murrumburrah is a picturesque  
introduction to the region; winding up steep granite hills: you’ll see changing 
vistas of the beautiful Murrumbidgee ranges.

Galong
Galong, 30-minutes south-west of Boorowa, and 20 minutes from Harden, 
links with Boorowa’s Irish heritage. It has a remarkable walled cemetery, of 
heritage significance. Graves date from 1854 and the cemetery features some 
spectacular monuments in marble and sandstone. Today, the village is home 
to the St Clement’s Retreat and Conference Centre, in a historic monastery on 
a 300-hectare property.  The Galong Railway Station is a charming remnant of 
a bygone age. 

Bribbaree
Bribbaree, on the edge of the Hilltops Region, is just 35 minutes west of 
Young, at the beginning of the great Western Plains of NSW.  The village has a 
marvellous pub and is an excellent base for exploring the Weddin Mountains 
and Ben Hall’s Caves to the east. Walkers will want to start their treks from 
here. The vibrant community spirit is evident in the welcome delivered by 
friendly locals, and the church buildings are worth a look. 

Koorawatha
Koorawatha is only 30 minutes from Young, and twenty from Murringo. You’ll 
find really good food and a cheerful welcome at the Koorawatha Hotel, a 
lovely Victorian-style building. Gracious village buildings remind us this was 
once a prosperous railway junction. If you come to Hilltops from the Central 
West via Cowra, you’ll travel through the scenic valley in which the village sits. 
The 20-minute drive to Koorawatha from Murringo also brings you through 
the Murringo Gap, a dramatic introduction to the fascinating valley.

Murringo
Murringo is about 15 minutes from Young and Boorowa founded in the gold 
rush era. As the oldest village in the region, Murringo has several Georgian 
cottages, and the 1862 schoolhouse is still educating children. 
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Monteagle
Monteagle village located 15-minutes north of Young, is surrounded by orchards and olive groves.  
Another 10 minutes on the gravelled Scenic Road brings visitors to Tout’s Lookout for stunning views 
of the countryside. 

Maimuru
Maimaru is 15-minutes north-west of Young, sits on a steep rise offering views of the surrounding 
broad acres and orchards, Maimuru is a picturesque photo-stop on your visit to the Hilltops region.  
Its sweet traditional wooden Public School overlooks the whole valley of Maimuru. A post World War 1  
soldier settlement, its intensive prune production has given way to olive and dairy production. 

Wirrimah
Still surrounded by plum and olive orchards, in a sweet little valley where kangaroos graze alongside 
sheep, the only real indication of Wirrimah’s soldier settler past are the remains of the prune  
dehydrator, now a private house. The drive from Bendick Murrell or from Koorawatha or Monteagle  
(on the Scenic Road) is one of the loveliest in the district. 

Bendick Murrell
Bendick Murrell village, located 20-minutes north-east of Young and a short drive from the road to 
Koorawatha, was originally a railway maintenance settlement, named after the pastoral station on 
which it was built. Now the region’s equestrian centre, it is recognised for its regular events and  
first-rate recreation ground. 

Frogmore
Frogmore is a pleasant 25-minutes north-east of Boorowa. Copper was first discovered and mined in 
Frogmore in the 1850s, and the area yielded silver and tungsten. Frogmore is a gateway to Wyangala 
Dam, a site for watersports, canoeing and waterskiing; there’s a good caravan park and pleasant walks.  
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Reids Flat 
Located one-hour north-east of Boorowa, Reids Flat is above the banks of the Lachlan River.  Such 
a pretty town, the tiered streets emphasise the speedy rate of the rise of the region’s rivers.  The 
well-maintained timber school and the church are valued community assets; there’s a picnic ground 
on the flat beside the Lachlan where you can enjoy your sandwiches and tea in peace. 

Rugby
Rugby was built when the Walla Walla copper mine operated; the village is about 25-minutes  
north-east of Boorowa. On the way you’ll see a ruined mining village, old mine-heads scar the  
landscape. The Rugby Community Hall is a fine building with beautiful brickwork; the adjacent war  
memorial recreation ground would be a greater place for a picnic, with two early church buildings on 
the slope on the other side of the road giving further architectural interest. 

Rye Park 
Rye Park is located 20-minutes south-east of Boorowa and is the entrance to Hilltops from the centre 
of Yass. Rye Park was the site of one of the richest silver mines in New South Wales. The wide-open 
pastureland and ridges give a sense of space as you drive along, and the town has a number of  
attractive houses, and the cemetery is well planted. 

Wombat
The sweet village of Wombat is only 10 minutes outside Young featuring a great pub and fresh local 
produce available from roadside stalls when in season.

Kingsvale
Kingsvale is just 10 minutes from Young on the Back Creek Road in the heart of Hilltop’s stone fruit 
industry with several large orchards running up to the town limits. Beautiful vistas of the Hilltops can  
be seen as you head along the Back Creek Road to Harden.
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Learn
where we
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Libraries 
Increase your knowledge and enhance your recreation opportunities through the Hilltops Council Library 
(formerly the South West Regional Library Service) which provides facilities in Boorowa, Harden and Young.

Items available for loan include books (standard, large print and talking books) periodicals, videos, DVDs, 
multi-media kits and CDs. Public access to the Internet and Wi-Fi is available at all branches and a  
Housebound Reader Service can be arranged for borrowers with special needs. 

• Boorowa Library: Pudman St, Boorowa
• Harden Library: Trinity Centre, East Street, Harden
• Young Library: Lynch Street, Young

Phone: 1300 445 586
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Education enriches lives and creates opportunity for  
advancement and the Hilltops offers a variety of  
learning pathways for everyone at every stage of life.

Childcare 
The steps to education and care in our communities starts early with a huge 
variety of childcare options available comprising a mix of Council owned and 
privately run facilities. More than 10 facilities currently serve the community 
and adding to this rich tapestry of choice is a new childcare centre in the 
heart of Young.

Schools 
When your children are ready to take the next step in their learning journey,  
depending on where you live and your family circumstances, there are 19 
primary and secondary schools ready to educate your children. 

Tafe
TAFE NSW Young is adjacent to the picturesque Carrington Park and has been  
providing training to the community and surrounding districts since 1941. 
TAFE NSW Young has a new multi-million-dollar state of the art training  
facility while still embracing its historic roots. The campus offers courses up to 
an Advanced Diploma level in the areas of Engineering, Transport, Electrical, 
Administration and Management, Vocational Access, Community/Disability 
Services, Child Care and Aged Care.

Tertiary Education 
The proximity of the Hilltops to major University Campuses in Canberra,  
Wagga, Bathurst, and Orange means that you can engage with online courses 
and complete practical components with a short drive to your appropriate 
campus depending on your course choice. 

A multimillion-dollar collaboration between the Department of Education and 
the Hilltops Community is expected to deliver for the Hilltops a new Joint-use 
Library and Community facility at the Young High School site. 

ANU
Young is one of six regional communities to boast a campus of the Rural 
Clinical School (RCS) of the ANU Medical School (ANUMS), offering an exciting 
opportunity for medical students to prepare for a career as a rural doctor.  
The RCS is funded by the Federal Government to encourage medical students 
to take up careers in rural  practice and strengthen the health workforce in 
rural communities across Australia.
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Healthy
how we keep

Libraries 
Increase your knowledge and enhance your recreation opportunities through the Hilltops Council Library 
(formerly the South West Regional Library Service) which provides facilities in Boorowa, Harden and Young.

Items available for loan include books (standard, large print and talking books) periodicals, videos, DVDs, 
multi-media kits and CDs. Public access to the Internet and Wi-Fi is available at all branches and a  
Housebound Reader Service can be arranged for borrowers with special needs.  Find out more at  
www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/LifeStyle/Libraries-and-Learning

Hospitals 
Each of the major urban centres have hospitals 
serving the community 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week and all are part of the Murrumbidgee Local 
Health District.

The Young Health Service includes a 26-bed hospital 
delivering emergency, acute care, maternity, surgical 
as well as other various services.

The Hospital is supported by and linked to the 
neighbouring Mercy Care Centre which is another 
26-bed health service providing a range of  
outpatient, community health and aged care 
services for the people of Young and surrounding 
regions. They specialise in geriatric evaluation and  
management, rehabilitation, and palliative care.

Whilst at Harden the Murrumburrah-Harden Health 

Service redevelopment project has delivered a new 
expanded facility which opened in August 2020.

The new facility offers 33 beds in total, including 
13 hospital care beds and 20 residential aged care 
beds, 24 hour Accident and Emergency Department 
which is equipped with telehealth cameras to 
connect the team in with specialists through the  
Critical Care Advisory Service. A range of community 
nursing and allied health services are also available.

At Boorowa you will find the Boorowa Multipurpose 
Service (BMPS) which is an 18-bed facility with 5 
hospital care beds and 13 residential aged care 
beds. Boorowa MPS provides a 24-hour Accident 
and Emergency Department which is equipped with 
telehealth cameras to connect the team in Boorowa 
with specialists through the Critical Care Advisory 
Service. 
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The well-being of the Hilltops community is supported 
by a raft of services through a combined platform  
of public, private, and allied health facilities and  
practitioners.

Health Practitioners 
When you need to connect with a General Health Practitioner you will find 
you have ready access through each of the General Practice locations in 
Boorowa, Harden and Young and if more in-depth assistance is needed there 
are visiting specialists and a range of diagnostic services. The community is 
also served by dentists, orthodontists, dental technicians, physiotherapists, 
dieticians, mental health professionals, podiatrists, and optometrists.

Mind Body Soul Spirit
If it is your preference to find alternative health options, the Hilltops has you 
covered with massage therapists, yoga, homeopathy, chiropractic, and  
acupuncture. These options for good health coupled with the relaxing lifestyle, 
wide open spaces, an assortment of gyms, organised sporting activities and  
a myriad of ways to connect with and enjoy the great outdoors make the  
Hilltops a very attractive place to keep the mind and body in tune.

Pharmacies 
Supporting both traditional and non-traditional health services are  
pharmacies located in each of the major centres of Boorowa, Harden and 
Young.

Not only are they able to dispense medicine but they provide important 
advice to compliment the care of your health care professionals and in doing 
so keep the whole community in the best possible shape. And when you visit 
your local pharmacy you also have the chance to take part in a little retail 
therapy with cosmetics, skin care and gift lines all adding to your well-being.

Retirement 
Hilltops has an enviable reputation with retirees. Diversity in real estate and 
value for money makes it an attractive option for those still able and wanting 
to live independently in a safe and secure environment. However, as needs 
change there are villages, hostels, and specialist care options available right 
across the Hilltops. All cater for the individual needs of residents to ensure  
you remain connected to family and friends

Disability Support 
The special needs of individual community members from the very young  
to the elderly are supported by a large contingent of organizations with  
programs for early intervention and learning all the way through to transport 
services for those no longer able to drive ensuring connection and  
independence for as long as possible.



Work
where we
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The Hilltops top 5 industry sectors for employment in 2019:

Agriculture1. Health Care and 
Social Assistance2. Retail3. Construction4. Education and 

Training5.
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In our ever changing world, work life balance is becoming precious to all of us 
and employment options available in the Hilltops present an opportunity for 
those who want to roll up their sleeves and have a go, a real chance to find  
harmony and fulfilment to enrich lives.

The Hilltops has much to offer whether you are looking to start your own 
business, grow in a particular career path or strive to make a complete 
change to your working life and work-life balance, the Hilltops may offer you 
the perfect chance for advancement.

As a region the we enjoy diversity and growth. Over the years Hilltops has had 
an enviable workforce participation rate with relatively high employment in 
full and part-time positions. Even when the unexpected challenges the area, 
local business remains resilient and adaptive to change minimising impacts  
to workforce participation.

Where You’re Most Likely to Find Work
The Hilltops economy is strong and diversified, blessed with a resilient  
business community especially in the major urban centres of Boorowa,  
Harden and Young. When you are looking for employment opportunities  
you are most likely to find them in the following sectors where our major  
industries strongly underpin the local economy: Agriculture, Health Care  
and Social Assistance, Retail, Education and Training and Construction.

Live Central
The Hilltops encompasses some of the richest agricultural land in NSW and 
it in turn is well connected by the major transport corridors of the Olympic 
Highway (A41), the Henry Lawson Way, Burley Griffin Way (B94), Hume  
Highway (M31) and the Lachlan Valley Way (B81). All of this means if you live 
or do business in the Hilltops you are only a short drive from other major  
urban centres like Canberra just an hour’s drive from the Hilltops, Wagga to 
our South, Bathurst and Orange to our north. 

Taking to the air is also possible with light planes able to access the Young 
Airport and you can hop on commercial flights both domestic and  
international from the Canberra Airport and domestic connections can be 
made through Wagga, Orange or Bathurst airports.

The Main Southern Railway is a key arterial link connecting Sydney to Albury 
and beyond to Melbourne and both passenger and freight services can be 
accessed on the line at Harden.

In December 2017 Hilltops supply chain capabilities were further boosted 
when GrainCorp officially unveiled its grain receival site at Cunningar just up 
the line from Harden. The $8.1 million investment in the site means that grain 
growers of the region enjoy record turnaround times for the loading of grain 
and its delivery to port whilst transport costs have been dramatically reduced.

Live Big and Local
Whether you choose to live in one of our major urban centres, a charming 
Hilltops village or on acreage your commute to work will be short and sweet 
on a well-connected road network. And of course, the NBN traverses the  
Hilltops bringing you even more flexibility with the option to dial in to work 
from home.
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Business
getting down to

The Hilltops top 5 value add industries in 2019:

Agriculture1. Health Care and 
Social Assistance3.Mining2. Education and 

Training5.Retail4.
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Hilltops is a region of opportunity and its hugely  
diverse business community is partnered by Council 
and many other agencies all playing a role to deliver 
a strong and robust regional economy.

It’s your choice how you want to make your way in the Hilltops. You can 
carve out your career with one of our local employers or start your own  
business with advice and support readily at hand.

Business Networks
Three business networks link the business communities of Boorowa,  
Harden-Murrumburrah and Young as well as representing business in  
village and farming settings. They provide networking opportunities, advice 
and support and are your gateway to getting to better know the Hilltops  
business community. 

They have worked collaboratively to deliver marketing initiatives to  
encourage local shopping and attract new patrons to our region. They are  
also key partners in the efforts of the Council’s Events and Marketing team  
to deliver events which keep Hilltops top of mind as a destination of  
choice with travelers.

Across the business network you will find a strong compliment of banks,  
accountants, solicitors and financial advisors at your disposal to provide 
professional advice and guidance, giving you confidence that you have  
help at hand to enable growth in all facets of your business and life.

Business and training providers such as the TAFE NSW, the Southern Region 
Business Enterprise Centre, Charles Sturt University, NSW Farmers, and others 
provide additional opportunities to enhance your skills and those of your staff 
though short courses and personalized advice.

Also serving the region are representatives of State and Federal agencies who 
have the capacity to provide advice on government programs designed to 
deliver growth to regional economies.

We’re Here to Help
If you’ve decided to make the Hilltops your business home or are planning to 
expand your existing one, the professional team at Hilltops Council can help 
with access to community profile data, industry insights and planning advice. 
We can also connect you with local business networks and agencies to build 
your industry capability.

Local jobs

7,569

In 2020 the Gross 
Regional Product of the 

Hilltops was

$1.02 billion

ABNs registered in  
Hilltops 2019/20

4,065

Employed residents

8,501



Play
where we

WWW.HILLTOPS.NSW.GOV.AUPAGE 23

Big skies, big country Hilltops is the ultimate  

playground and there’s no better place to  

enjoy all the natural pleasures of life.

For more information on Council run facilities please visit 
www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/LifeStyle/Recreation-Facilities

how we connect
Across the Hilltops there is an abundance of clubs, organisations and groups ready to open their arms  
to connect you with your favourite passion, pursuit, pastime or assist you in your everyday life.

Hilltops Council has developed a list of local contacts with everything from schools to churches to  
farming organisations. For more information go to www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au or  
www.visithilltopsregion.com.au



Spoilt for Choice
We have variety and that’s the truth, from rolling hills in our east and south 
where the mighty Murrumbidgee River flows to wide-open plains in our west, 
you never tire of the view that awaits you and if boating and fresh water 
fishing are your thing, Wyangala Dam lies to the east and Burrinjuck Dam to 
our south.

Cycling enthusiasts can hit the road on one of our cycleways or the tarmac on 
one of our country roads or laneways. Bike riding is truly one of the best ways 
to relax,  connect to country and get to know it intimately, probably one of 
the reasons why Hilltops is home to a large contingent of cyclists who engage 
with this sport in many varied ways. 

Picture Perfect Parks
Right across the Hilltops Council’s staff and respective communities work 
tirelessly to present some of the best kept parks and open spaces in NSW. 
These places present you with an opportunity to take a relaxing stroll, lie back 
under a shady tree and enjoy a book, have a family BBQ, walk with your best 
mate on two legs or four, or let the kids loose on the play equipment. And if 
you want to let your four-legged pal run free there’s an off-leash dog park 
available in Young.

Aquatic Centres 
Fitness and recreation through the summer months is a breeze at any one of 
four Aquatic Centres across the Hilltops, make a splash and do some laps at 
one of our pools in Boorowa, Harden, Jugiong or Young. 

Ovals and Sporting Fields 
Participation in team sport brings great benefits through social interaction 
and the release of some of that competitive steam, and many sporting codes 
take advantage of our dedicated and multipurpose ovals and sporting fields. 
If you’re the sporting type you’re bound to find your sporting tribe in the 
Hilltops.

Golf Courses
Tee off on one of our four magnificent golf courses to be found in Boorowa, 
Harden and Young.

Skate Parks
If skating is more up your alley for recreation then the young and young at 
heart, with skills levels from beginners to advanced can take part in wheeled 
sports at any one of our Skateparks located in Boorowa, Harden and Young.

Gyms 
Stay active and engaged with life by becoming a member of one of the many 
privately owned gyms and fitness centres across the Hilltops or engage in 
pilates, yoga, group fitness and many other private classes on offer to improve 
your physical and mental wellbeing.
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Shopping big, small or online, the Hilltops  

has it all with a huge variety of businesses  

to serve your buying needs, and you can  

rest assured when you shop local you’re  

keeping money local, supporting the jobs  

that add so much vibrancy and value to  

our local communities.

Shop
where we
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Shop Local
Your decision to shop local and support local business is the best investment you can make to ensure 
the community you now call home remains strong and vibrant. When you spend in the Hilltops, you’re 
helping to support jobs and create opportunity for an even greater variety of goods and services that 
you then have at your disposal. Invite your friends and family to visit and share in the experience as this 
is a way to bring in new dollars to circulate in and grow the local economy on which we all rely. 



spoilt for choice
Across the Hilltops we are spoilt for choice with different shopping experiences in 
each of our major CBD’s as well as some of our charming village locations such as 
Jugiong, which packs a big punch for a little town growing an enviable reputation as 
a destination of choice with travelers and locals alike.

See You in the CBD
You won’t find malls in our CBD’s, but you will find well rounded strip shopping and 
the smiling faces of local retailers ready and willing to help you enjoy a memorable 
retailing experience. Everything is covered whether they are dressing you in style, 
accessorizing to create that perfect look, helping to give your home, your castle that 
much needed facelift or putting food on your table.

Can’t find what you want, then local business will often go above and beyond to try 
and source goods specifically for you in a timely and efficient manner, sometimes all 
you have to do is ask.

Grabbing the Groceries
A trip to the supermarket has never been easier with each CBD featuring either major 
chains or independent grocers able to provide you with everything from the staples 
of milk and bread to health foods, kitchenware, cosmetics, or green groceries.

Find That Something Special
The tapestry of retail in the Hilltops comes together in many strands with stylish  
and sassy boutiques intermingling amongst mainstream nationally recognized  
brands affording you the opportunity to find that perfect piece or item you’ve been 
looking for.

More Than Just Stores
As every keen shopper knows you also need to re-energize and take time to feed the 
soul. Relax with friends or simply take some well-earned “me time”, the invitation is 
always open to check out the hospitality offerings of coffee shops and restaurants 
dotted throughout our main street areas, you’re never far away from good coffee 
here.

Other options include a well-chosen takeaway enjoyed at home or beneath the 
spreading branches of a magnificent tree, on a warm sunny day in one of our pristine 
parks.

Meet Me at The Markets 
Our Hilltop’s markets are the perfect place to discover the grassroots character of 
your new home,  meet new people and enjoy a unique shopping experience.  
We have it all from church to makers,  from farmers to village markets in various  
locations across the Hilltops. Check out the event calendar and take advantage of  
the opportunity to really connect with the people who are at the very heart of  
the community.
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Heroes
we are hometown

Visitor Infomration Centres

Young and Region Visitor 
Information Centre 
Railway Station, Lovell Street, 
Young NSW 2594 
P: 1800 628 233
Open 7 Days 
Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm 
Saturday – Sunday 9:30am – 4pm

Harden Visitor Information 
Centre 
Vernon St
Murrumburrah NSW 2587
P: 1800 628 233
Open 7 Days

Boorowa Visitor Information  
Centre and Boorowa Court 
House Arts and Crafts Co-op
Marsden Street 
Boorowa NSW 2586
P: 02 6385 3885
Open 7 Days from 10am – 5pm 



The unique character and diversity of Hilltops means 
that it has a lot to offer visiting friends and family. 

Specially crafted trails within our towns along with signature events have 
been developed not only for your enjoyment, but to give you the  
opportunity to be a local ambassador when family and friends come to visit 
by taking them on one of the trails or inviting them to a signature event.

Our Trails
The Boorowa Shamrock Trail will take you to some of the highlights of 
Boorowa including the Old Courthouse, St Patrick’s Church, and the War  
Memorial. In taking the trail you’ll develop a real understanding of the story  
of the town and its Irish origins. At the same time enjoy the pleasures of  
modern-day Boorowa and refresh yourself with shopping at a range of 
specialty stores and boutiques whilst partaking of the fine hospitality at local 
cafes and hotels for which Boorowa is quickly becoming known.

In Harden-Murrumburrah the visitor trail aims to give you a deeper  
understanding of the past of our unique “Twin Towns” borne from their  
railway heritage. Along the trail you’ll visit the Harden Railway Station, the 
WhichCraft and Coffee Cottage and the Lighthorse Memorial which  
commemorates the birthplace of the First Australian Light Horse at  
Murrumburrah in 1897. In the Harden-Murrumurrah of today you’ll be greeted 
by passionate locals offering an array of crafts, homewares and smart country 
clothes along with a range of dining options.

Young is the largest of the three main towns of the Hilltops. It emerged as a 
regional powerhouse when gold was discovered on a local property in the 
1860’s but today the strengths of the town are varied including its fame as 
the “National Cherry Capital” of Australia. Some of the highlights you’ll find 
on the Young Heritage Trail are the Lambing Flat Folk Museum, Carrington 
Park and Blackguard Gully. A major attraction is the Chinese Tribute Gardens 
located a short drive from the CBD which acknowledges the important legacy 
of Chinese miners who were active on the early goldfields. As a major urban 
centre Young offers a range of amenities, shopping from local boutiques to 
National chains and a wealth of dining experiences.

Signature Events
Hilltops also offers signature events to celebrate life in the region including 
the Boorowa Irish Woolfest www.irishwoolfest.com.au and the Harden Kite 
Festival www.hardenkitefestival.org both in October and the National  
Cherry Festival www.nationalcherryfestival.com.au in December. 

The expert staff at our Visitor Information Centres can give you greater detail 
and you find out more at www.visithilltopsregion.com.au

THE HILLTOPS REGION NEW RESIDENT GUIDE PAGE 28



Events
calendar of
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Murrumburrah Harden Show  
Young Show  
Hilltops Wine Show  
Cherry Blossom Long Lazy Lunch  
Irish Woolfest 

Harden Races
Harden Murrumburrah Twin Town 
Rodeo  
Sgt Parry Memorial Day (Biannual) 
Reid’s Flat Gymkhana

Burrangong Picnic Races  
Bribbaree Annual Show  
Kite Festival  
Boorowa Football and Netball 
Carnival  

SPRING
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Markets in the hilltops region
Boorowa Makers and Growers 
Markets
4th Saturday of the month  
9:00am - 2:00pm                   
Old Court House Grounds,  
Marsden Street 
Ph: 0428 622 755 
Local produce, craft and products 
made by local people.     

Uniting Church Markets
2nd Saturday of the month  
8:00am - 12:00pm 
82 Lynch Street, Young
Ph: (02) 6382 1519
Homemade products, plants,  
vegetables, candles,  jewellery, cards, 
honey, books, and refreshments.           

Handmade in Harden- 
Murrumburrah Markets
3rd Sunday of the month
9:00am - 2:00pm
The Old Court House  
Corner Vernon & Albury Street 
Ph: 0402 418 252 
Enjoy the history and hospitality 
that Murrumburrah has to offer.  
Handcrafted goods from the Hilltops 
Region. 

Young and Region Farmers Market
1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday of the 
month 9:00am - 12:00pm
Anderson Park, Lovell Street
Ph: 0429 323 137 
Lots of handmade local products 
and produce.       

Jugiong Riverside Markets
Held on a Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm 
Call (02) 6945 4144  for market dates 
Riverside Drive, Jugiong
Handmade dog biscuits, plants, local 
produce, plants including succulents, 
trees, gingerbread, preserves, and 
more.

Koorawatha Community Markets
5th Saturday of the month  
9:00am - 1:00pm 
Memorial Park, Boorowa Street 
Koorawatha
Ph: 0421 035 490 
All stallholders welcome,  
non-powered sites only. 

Murringo Village Markets
Twice a year. Call 0428 989 699 to 
confirm date.
Murringo Hall & Recreation Ground, 
Murringo Gap Road, Murringo. 

Pick your own Cherries and  
Stone Fruit  
National Cherry Festival 
Christmas Carols  
Australia Day Celebrations  

SUMMER

Boorowa Picnic Races  
Southwest Slopes Merino  
Breeders Field Day 
Polocrosse  

WINTERAUTUMN

Boorowa Show  
Jugiong Writers Festival  
ANZAC Day Services  
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Council
hilltops

council office locations

Young 
189 Boorowa St, YOUNG

Boorowa
6-8 Market St, BOOROWA

Harden 
3 East St, HARDEN

Hours:  Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5pm

Phone: 1300 445 586

Email:  mail@hilltops.nsw.gov.au

Web:  www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au

council contact details



When are my rates due?
• 1st Instalment – August
• 2nd Instalment – November
• 3rd Instalment – February 
• 4th Instalment – May

I want to build who do I talk to
Contact the friendly customer service team at council who will transfer you to the 
Planning Department who will be only too happy to assist you with your enquiry.

What do I do if I find a stray animal?
Contact Council on 1300 445 586 during office hours 8.30am to 5.00pm Monday to 
Friday and Council will attend and assess the situation if it is a companion animal. 
If microchipped Council officers have access to databases which they can search, 
check for compliance and then contact the owner. In the case of larger animals such 
as tagged livestock council has access to databases to search for owners and return 
animals, if animals are untagged they are able to secure the stock in their  
impounding yard until the owners can be found.

For emergencies after hours contact the Dog Pound/Ranger on 0408 298 413.

When is my rubbish collected?
Hilltops Council kerbside collection is offered to residents within the residential areas 
of Boorowa, Harden, Galong, Jugiong and Young.  

Other village and rural areas do not receive kerbside collection services. However,  
there are alternative options for these areas which may include engaging a private  
contractor or purchasing a tip key/tip voucher from Hilltops Council. 

What happens if my bin is missed?
There generally is a reason why a garbage bin has not been collected.  Reasons could 
include: 

• The bin was taken out on the incorrect garbage day.
• The bin was not taken out the front the night before.
• The bin is not a Council issued bin.  Note: only Council issued bins will be  

collected. 
• The bin was too heavy for the truck. 
• The bin was facing the wrong way. 
• There were cars/other obstructions in the way.
• There was noticeable contamination in the bin.

If you believe your bin wasn’t collect due to the above reasons, please phone Hilltops 
Council on 1300 445 586. 
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Frequently asked questions...
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Recycling
waste and

GENERAL WASTE
YES NO

• General household rubbish
• Crockery/porcelain/ceramics
• Nappies
• Plastic bags/plastic wrap
• Clothes/rags/shoes
• Meat trays
• Polystyrene/bubble wrap 

packaging
• Drinking glasses/window 
• Glass/mirrors

• Paints
• Syringes
• Cooking/motor oil
• Demolition/building mate-

rials
• Tyres 
• Chemicals
• Car batteries
• Gas cylinders

RECYCLING
YES NO

• Plastic bottles & jars
• Plastic containers
• Glass bottles and jars
• Aluminium & steel cans
• Aerosol cans
• Cardboard/paper/newspaper
• Poppers/milk/juice cartons
• Telephone books/magazines
• Egg cartons

• Plastic bags
• Soft plastics (e.g. Bread bags,  

cling wrap, biscuit trays etc.)
• Food waste
• Liquids
• Clothes
• Electrical items 
• Green waste

GREEN WASTE
YES NO

• Leaves, grass clippings, 
flowers, bark, weeds, garden 
pruning.

• Twigs & small branches 
(no longer than 30cm with 
a maximum diameter of 
10cm).

• Timber off-cuts (untreated, 
unpainted with no nails -  
less than 30cm in length  
& 7.5cm in diameter.

• Food waste
• Plastic bags
• Plant pots
• Wire
• Cloth
• Material, plastic or nylon ties
• Soil bricks or rubble
• Large logs, 
• Tree roots & stumps
• Recyclable material 
• Household rubbish

What can I put in my bin?
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Tip Locations

Boorowa
Tip Road, Boorowa
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 1.15pm to 4pm, Saturday & Sunday 8am to 4pm 
(closed 12.30pm to 1pm)
Closed: Public Holidays

The Boorowa Waste Management Facility accepts mixed solid waste,  
whitegoods, tyres and green waste, as well as recycling facilities (including 
scrap metal, paper, plastics, glass, aluminium, e-waste, waste oils, and  
DrumMuster)

Galong
579 Bobbara Rd, Galong 
Thursday & Saturday 9.30am - 12pm

Harden - Murrumburrah
Araluen Road, Murrumburrah
Wednesday & Friday 9am - 3:30pm, Sunday 9am - 4pm

The Murrumburrah Waste Transfer Station accepts mixed solid waste,  
whitegoods, tyres and green waste, as well as recycling facilities (including 
scrap metal, paper, plastics, glass, aluminium, e-waste, waste oils, and  
DrumMuster)

Jugiong
3186 McMahons Reef Rd, Jugiong
Thursday & Saturday 1.30pm – 4.30pm

Young - Victoria St
Victoria St, Young
Monday to Saturday 8.30am-4pm, 
Sunday and Public Holidays  
8.30am – 2.30pm
Closed: Good Friday and Christmas Day

The Victoria St site accepts mixed solid waste, whitegoods, tyres and green 
waste, as well as facilities for recycling (including scrap metal, paper, plastics, 
glass, aluminium, e-waste, waste oils, and DrumMuster)

Young - Redhill
Redhill Rd, Young
Monday to Saturday 8am - 12pm, 2pm - 4pm (closed 12pm-2pm)
Closed: Sundays and Public Holidays

The Redhill Rd site accepts inert and non-organic materials only, including  
concrete and rubble, building materials, furniture, plastics, and fabrics  
(mattresses, lounges etc).  No green waste, food items, hazardous wastes will 
be accepted at this site.



CONTACT US
Locked Bag 5, YOUNG NSW 2594
www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au
P 1300 445 586

Region
HILLTOPS

hilltopscouncil

HilltopsCouncil

Hilltops Council


