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African boxthorn

Lycium ferocissimum

How does this weed affect us?

African boxthorn has large thorns which can
injure livestock, forms impenetrable, spiny
thickets that block access for vehicles, livestock
and people. Invades pastures, roadsides,
reserves, remnant bushland and waterways.
Provides shelter and food for pest animals
including foxes, rabbits and starlings. Prevents
livestock from accessing shade, is poisonous to
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humans and is a host for pest insects including
fruit fly, tomato fly and house fly.

Human poisoning

African boxthorn berries, leaves, stems and
roots are toxic to humans. Symptoms include
nausea, vomiting, breathing difficulties and
unconsciousness. Eating plant parts will cause
discomfort and irritation but is not usually life-
threatening.
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What does it look like?
African boxthorn is a woody, thorny shrub that can
grow up to 5m in height and 3m wide. Young plants
grow quickly. Plants sometimes drop their leaves
and appear dead during drought or in winter.

Where is it found?

African boxthorn grows across NSW. It is most
common on well drained soils of the western slopes
and plains. It was brought to Australia from South
Africa in the mid-1800s as a hedge plant. It has
spread from around old homesteads and urban
areas.
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What type of environment does it grow in?

African boxthorn is drought tolerant and grows in
temperate, sub- tropical and semi-arid regions.
It can grow on all soil types. It grows best on
well-drained, sandier soils along dry creek beds.

African boxthorn plants are at least two years old
when they flower. The plant has an extensive,
deep, branched taproot that will sucker and
produce new growth if broken. Early root growth
is rapid to allow seedlings to compete with other
plants.
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