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African lovegrass
Eragrostis curvula

How does this weed affect us?
African lovegrass takes over pastures and 
disturbed areas. It degrades pastures because 
it is not nutritious for livestock. African lovegrass 
produces vast quantities of seeds, which quickly 
develop into a viable seed bank, making the plant 
very difficult to eradicate. African lovegrass is 
extremely competitive with other pasture species 

and is an aggressive invader, quickly overtaking 
sparse, overgrazed or poor quality pastures 
particularly in sandy soils. African lovegrass can 
form dense monocultures up to 1.2m high and 
create large fuel loads in the dry months, posing 
a fire hazard and creating competition with native 
species regeneration.
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Where are you likely to find it?
African lovegrass grows throughout NSW on 
roadsides and grazing land. African lovegrass 
is native to southern Africa. It was intruduced to 
America as a forage plant and was accidentally 
introduced into Australia in the early 1900s most 
likely in contaminated pasture seed.

What does it look like?
African lovegrass is a perennial grass grown in 
clumps up to 1.2m high. Leaves are dark green 
to blue-green, 3mm wide with a rolled edge.

Stems are slender, erect and sometimes bent 
at the nodes. Flowers are grey to green when 
young and straw coloured when mature, form 
in groups of 4 to 13 on a spike 4-10mm long. 
Seeds are 1mm long, clustered at the end of the 
stems in groups 6-30cm long and are present 
on the plant from mid-summer to late autumn. 
The robust tufted leaf blades are supported by a 
fibrous root system contained mostly in the top 
50cm of soil.


