Blackberry

Rubus fruticosus

Where are you likely to find it?

Blackberry infests about 9 million hectares of land
in Australia. Blackberry likes temperate climate with
a warm summer and cool winter annual rainfall of
at least 700mm.

How does this weed affect us?

Blackberry has already cost around $100 million
to control and in lost production, it quickly infests
large areas and forms dense thickets.

Help protect our land, plants and wildlife.

For control and biosecurity information visit
NSW WeedWise:

Hilltops Council
Weeds Officer:
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What does it look like?
Blackberry is a shrub with tangled, prickly stems.
Leaves are dark green and covered in small prickles.
Flowers are white to purple, stems up to 7m long
covered in thorns and roots can be up to 4m deep.

How does it spread?

Blackberries produce up to 13,000 seeds per
square meter, birds and animals eat the berries
and spread the seeds in their droppings.

NSW Biosecurity
Helpline:
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Vegetatively when first year canes (primocanes)
touch the ground, they sprout roots and become
new ‘daughter’ plants. The next year, primocanes
produce short canes with flowers and berries on
the end.

Biological control the leaf rust fungus
Phragmidium violaceum is the only deliberately
released biological control agent in Australia.
It attacks the leaves and infects flower buds
and unripe fruit and stops blackberry producing
daughter plants.

Help protect our land, plants and wildlife.

For control and biosecurity information visit
NSW WeedWise:

Hilltops Council
Weeds Officer:

Grazmg Goats can make a start on controlling
heavy infestations. Goats prefer blackberry over
improved pasture species.

Burning will not kill blackberry. Burning can
make infestations more accessible for follow-up
treatment.

Chemical control herbicides are the most
reliable blackberry control method. Use
herbicides in combination with other control
methods.

NSW Biosecurity
Helpline:

Hill DS
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