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Chilean needle grass
Nassell neesiana

How does this weed affect us?
•	 Takes over pastures.
•	 Can halve productivity during summer.
•	 Injures animals eyes and hides.
•	 Downgrades wool.
•	 Affects meat quality.
Animals and machinery spread Chilean needle 
grass seeds.

The hairs at the sharp end of the seed anchors 
itself into wool or fur. Each plant produces up to 
22,000 seeds and in a good season can seed 
up to twice a season over summer. It is very 
invasive and forms dense stands. It is proven to 
be drought tolerant.
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Where are you likely to find it?
The main infestation areas are in the Northern 
Tablelands, Southern Tablelands, Northwest 
slopes and Southwest slopes and Plains of 
NSW. It originated from South America.

What does it look like?
Chilean needle grass is an upright tussock that 
grows to 1m high. Its leaves are flat, coarse or 
ribbed, 1-5mm wide with small tuffs of hair.
Seeds are pale brown when mature 8-10mm 
long with very sharp backwards pointing hairs 
on the stem.

It has a long bristle called an awn attached to the 
end of the seed furthest from the stem. The awn 
is 6-9cm long, twisted when dry, difficult to pull off 
the seed, surrounded by small teeth where it joins 
the seed. Chilean needle grass also produces 
seeds in the nodes of the flowering stems. These 
stem seeds have a shorter awn, and account for 
about ¼ of seeds a plant produces. It is similar 
looking to native spear grasses. It is related to 
Serrated tussock and Mexican feather grass and 
can look like other green winter grasses.


