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Coolatai grass
Hyparrhenia hirta

How does this weed affect us? 
Coolatai grass is an invasive drought, fire and 
herbicide tolerant, tussock forming perennial 
grass. Coolatai grass readily invades pastures 
and dominates them, particularly where ground 
cover is low (less than 70%) due to the grazing 
regime (set stocking) and low soil fertility. Failure to 
appropriately manage a Coolatai grass dominated 
pasture will see a monoculture of tall rank growth 
of low digestibility (<40%) and protein (<7%).

How does it spread? 
Coolatai grass has the characteristics that allow it 
to benefit from the increased spring/summer rainfall 
events and milder winter temperatures. Seeds 
shed quickly on maturity. The hairy, awned seeds 
readily adhere to the hair and wool of animals, 
clothing and is easily caught on and in vehicles.
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What does it look like? 
Coolatai grass is a long-lived summer active 
perennial that produces short rhizomes that forms 
a dense grass tussocks and grows to 1.5m. It has 
greyish-green leaves that turn orangey-red in winter, 
particularly after frost, the leaves are harsh to touch. 
Leaf sheaths are usually hairless and keeled. The 
leaf blade is flat and 2-3mm wide with the ligule 
2-3mm long and minutely toothed. The seedhead 
is a ‘false panicle’ consisting of paired racemes with 
5-8 awns per raceme. The paired racemes are up to 
35mm long and arise from 3-8cm long flower bracts. 
Half the flowers are male and therefore sterile.

Life cycle
Being drought tolerant, it has the ability to rapidly 
respond to rain, producing new culms from the 
tussock base and flowering in a matter of weeks. 
It is well adapted to fire, with tussocks surviving hot 
burns. Coolatai grass will flower and set seed from 
spring to autumn. Although Coolatai grass seed will 
germinate at temperatures between 5° and 40°C, 
its optimum temperature range for germination is 
from 20-30°C. Seedlings are small, weak and killed 
by heavy frost and temperatures below 10°C. This 
pattern is common in tropical grasses.


