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Parthenium weed
Parthenium hysterophorus

How does this weed affect us? 
Parthenium weed grows quickly. It outcompetes other 
plants by competing for nutrients and moisture and 
by releasing chemicals into the soil that inhibit growth. 
Parthenium weed causes human health problems, 
is unpalatable to stock, outcompetes degraded or 
drought affected pastures, reduces carrying capacity, 
causes livestock health problems, competes with crop 
seedlings, reduces crop yields, is a host for crop viruses.

Human Health Warning
Parthenium weed can cause respiratory problems 
and severe dermatitis. Never touch the plant with bare 
hands. Use a dust mask if working near the weed. 
People might not have an allergic reaction the first 
time they touch a plant, allergies can develop after a 
few exposures. Once a reaction to parthenium weed 
develops, some people go on to develop allergies to 
related plants such as sunflowers. 
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What does it look like?
Grows up to 1.5-2m, leaves are pale green 
and covered in fine hairs, flowers are creamy 
white star like with 5 distinct ‘points’. Stems are 
grooved or ribbed, making stems look striped,
woody with age and highly branched off the 
upper half of the main stem during flowering.

Where are you likely to find it?
Parthenium weed has recently been found in several 
locations across NSW.  Conditions are ideal in most 
areas of NSW except for very arid or wet areas.

Seeds are introduced into NSW mainly on or in:
• Harvesting machinery.
• Hay and grain.
• Vehicles and machinery from infested areas 

of Queensland.
Seeds can also be moved in contaminated soil, 
potting mix or compost. Once established, the 
seed is spread locally along waterways, in flood 
waters and by animals and whirlwinds. Dense 
infestations can produce up to 700 million seeds 
per hectare.


