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Silverleaf nightshade
Solanum Elaeagnifolium

How does this weed affect us?
Silverleaf nightshade is one of the most costly
weeds for grain producers. It has the potential 
to:
•	 Halve summer crop yields through direct 

competition.
•	 Reduce winter crop yields by depleting soil 

moisture.
•	 Invade pasture and reduce sub-clover growth.

•	 Poison stock.
•	 It is a long lived perennial plant with very 

deep resilient roots.
•	 Spread is relatively slow but once established 

it is extremely difficult to eradicate.
•	 There is no suitable effective herbicide 

treatment that will kill dense infestations 
quickly.
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Where are you likely to find it?
Silverleaf nightshade is adapted to a wide range 
of habitats. It grows in warm temperate regions 
of Australia with annual rainfall of 250- 600mm. 
Most dense infestations occur in a band within the 
south eastern wheat sheep zone, from northern 
NSW through Victoria and across western South 
Australia.

What does it look like?
Silverleaf nightshade is a member of the 
Solanaceae family of plants and is closely related 
to eggplant, potato and capsicum.

Shoots are typically 30 to 60cm in height. 
Prickles covering the stem particularly the lower 
stem. Leaves are wavy and fuzzy to touch and 
silvery in colour. Flowers are circular 2 to 3cm 
with bright yellow centre with mid to dark purple 
petals, but may also be white and pinkish. Round 
green berries with dark green stripes form and 
enlarge to 8 to 12mm. Mature berries turn yellow 
and orange as they dry.

Looks similar to native Quena or Western 
nightshade.


