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Spiny burrgrass

Cenchrus spinifex

How does this weed affect us?
Spiny burrgrass is a weed of national significants + Injury to stock causing swellings and ulcers

because of its sharp and clingy burr, its ability in the mouth.
to spread rapidly and tendency to develop into ¢ Clinging to wool and penetrating the skin of
dense infestations in favourable conditions. It is stock, reducing value of both.

also difficult and expensive to manage, especially + Shearing difficulties.
in marginal rainfall areas.

Hilltops Council NSW Biosecurity
Weeds Officer:  Helpline:

Help protect our land, plants and wildlife.

For control and biosecurity information visit ‘ | | ‘ ‘_to p S

NSW WeedWise: COUNCIL



Where are you likely to find it?

In NSW Spiny burrgrass is commonly found in
drier regions with rainfall of 250 to 600mm per
annum. It grows well on low fertility, well drained
soils and readily establishes on disturbed sites
such as roadsides, creeks and riverbanks. It is
generally not found on heavy clay soils. Spiny
burrgrass has spread extensively throughout
NSW .

What does it look like?

Spiny burrgrass is a summer growing grass that
forms large clumps and generally grows to 30cm
but can reach 60cm.
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For each plant, several stems grow from the base
and can be either erect or spreading. The leaves
can be up to 20cm long and are smooth but
sometimes twisted and finely serrated. The roots
are fibrous and usually shallow. The flowers are
a spike like panicle, 3-8mm long and consisting
of up to 40 burrs. The burrs are straw in colour,
sharply pointed with finely barbed spines up to
7mm long. Each plant can produce up to 1000
seeds per plant.
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