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St John’s wort
Hypericum Perforatum

How does this weed affect us?
St John’s wort contains the toxin Hypericin, which 
causes photosensitization in sheep, cattle, horses 
and goats. The skin damage associated with this 
problem leads to weight loss, reduced productivity 
and, in extreme cases death. St John’s wort also adds 
vegetable fault in wool. St John’s wort competes with 
useful plants in pastures.

Keep affected stock in full shade for 4 to 7 days. 
Animals should not show further signs of poisoning 
when returned to sunlight. If they do, they haven’t 
excreted all the Hypericin from their blood and need to 
go back into the shade. Keep pregnant and lactating 
animals out of St John’s wort infested pastures. 
Provide shade in infested paddocks to improve stock 
tolerance to Hypericin.
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What does it look like?	
•	 Yellow flowers from October to January about 

22mm across with five petals. 
•	 Leaves branch always opposite one another 

on the stem. 
•	 Leaves appear perforated when held up to 

the light. 
•	 The fruit is sticky three celled capsule about 

8mm long, the seed is small cylindrical and 
light to dark brown or black. 

A single plant can produce up to 30,000 seeds 
a year. St John’s wort has one set of roots that 
grow vertically up to 1m deep.

St John’s wort spreads by seeds and lateral 
roots. And the sticky seed can be picked up 
by animals and dispersed. When new season 
flowering stems appear in spring, heavy grazing 
significantly suppresses the growth rate, which 
in tune suppresses the hypericin productions. 
Currently 6 biocontrol agents have been 
released in Australia to control St John’s wort, 
these agents can reduce the spread and density 
of infestations. In some cases control is achieved 
to a level where the weed is no longer needed to 
be controlled.


