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Pressure Sewer Systems Policy 

 

 
Introduction 
Council services three gravity sewer systems in the Hilltops Local Government Area including 
Boorowa, Harden-Murrumburrah and Young. In areas where conventional gravity sewer 
systems are not present, such as the villages of Jugiong, Galong and Wombat, domestic 
septic tank systems are used.  
 
Pressure sewer is an alternative collection system to conventional gravity sewer. Pressure 
sewer systems can offer an economical and environmentally friendly alternative for the 
collection, transportation, and disposal of household wastes. Pressure sewerage may be used 
in areas where it is impractical to install conventional gravity sewer.  
 
This policy provides a framework for the provision of pressure sewer systems within the 
Council area. It specifies the responsibilities of Council and property owners with respect to 
the installation and operation of pressure sewer systems and outlines the circumstances 
where pressure sewer will be accepted by Council. 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide a cost-effective sewerage service, that is compliant 
with legislation, meets health and environmental requirements, and provides for the 
development needs of the community. 
 
Gravity sewer is the preferred option for Council’s sewerage network. However, it is 
recognised that in some instances, the use of a gravity system is not always feasible. In these 
circumstances, Council will consider the use of pressure sewer systems. 

 

  

Policy Title Pressure Sewer Systems Policy 

Responsible Manager(s) Director Infrastructure 

Contact Officer(s) Manager Water, Sewer and Waste 

Directorate Infrastructure 

Approval Date 20 December 2022 

Strategic Focus Areas Infrastructure, Land Management, Assets & Services 

Delivery Plan Link 154 Provide safe, reliable and sustainable town sewerage 
services 

Operational Plan Link 154(b) Manage, operate and maintain Council’s sewerage 
systems 
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Policy Details 
 

1. POLICY 
Council will permit the installation of Pressure Sewer Systems (PSS) to provide 
sewerage services where other forms of connections cannot be effectively or 
economically used, or where pressure systems have overall environmental, 
economic, or social benefits that outweigh any additional costs.  
 
Council may accept pressure sewer systems as a suitable alternative to gravity 
systems, under the following conditions: 

 Pressure sewer systems will only be used in areas designated by Council as 
appropriate for their use. 

 The application of the pressure sewer system represents the lowest whole of 
life costs for Council. 

 There are significant environmental or physical constraints that only a 
pressure sewer system will satisfactorily address. 

 
Where pressure sewer is the most appropriate technology for an application or area, 
it may be adopted by Council as the means for providing sewerage to a wider area. 
 
The system must be designed in accordance with the pressure sewer guidelines in 
Council’s Engineering Guidelines. The property owner is encouraged to obtain 
expert advice from firms experienced and capable of design and supply of pressure 
sewer systems. 

2. OWNERSHIP OF SYSTEM COMPONENTS 
The property owner owns and is responsible for components including but not 
necessarily limited to the following items: 

 The sewer drainage pipes upstream of the PSSU; 
 The PSSU; 
 Property discharge line from the pump unit to the boundary kit; 
 Alarm and control panels;  
 Boundary kit box and lid and the non-return valve; and 
 Pump control and power cables. 

 
Council owns and maintains: 

 The boundary kit stop valve near the boundary of the property; and 
 The pressure pipe downstream of the boundary kit (common rising main 

outside of the property). 
3. PROPERTY OWNER’S RESPONSIBILITY 

The property owner’s responsibilities include but are not necessarily limited to: 
 The cost of the installation of the PSSU; 
 Payment of the annual sewerage availability charge; 
 Payment for and maintenance of the electricity supply to the unit; 
 Ensuring surface drainage does not enter the PSSU; and 
 Preventing damage to the system by following the recommended practices in 

the Supplier’s Operation and Maintenance manual. 
4. INDICATIVE ARRANGEMENT OF A PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEM 

The figure below shows areas of Council and property owner responsibility for an 
indicative pressure sewer installation. 
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Figure 1: Indicative arrangement of a pressure sewer system. 

5. MAINTAINING AND REPLACING EQUIPMENT 
The property owner is responsible for the care, maintenance and replacement of the 
equipment listed in Section 2 above, regardless of who previously supplied the 
equipment. 

6. REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW CONNECTIONS 
The following generic conditions will apply to a pressure sewer system. Specific or 
additional conditions may be applied in any development consent: 

 An application for a new connection for the development/subdivision must be 
submitted to and approved by Council under the Local Government Act 1993. 
If approved, the applicant is responsible for design and construction of the 
pressure sewer system including any pressure reticulation.  

 A suitably qualified designer and accredited installer must carry out design & 
installation of the system. 

 In the case of Council owned and managed pressure sewer systems, new 
pump units will be tested and commissioned by Council’s water and sewer 
staff before acceptance. 

 A section 68 certificate (for existing dwellings) or a construction certificate (for 
new dwellings) must be obtained from Council prior to commencement of work 
using the NSW Planning Portal and or another approved method.  

 Once the design and plans have been reviewed and approved, Council will 
issue a Construction Certificate (CC). 

 The pressure sewer system must be connected to Council’s gravity sewer 
system via a constructed manhole or another approved method. 

 All costs associated with the construction of pressure sewer infrastructure 
including the pressure sewer system shall be borne by the applicant.  

 Where work is carried out within a road reserve, a Section 138 works in road 
reserve application is required. 

 Provide works as executed (WAE) drawings & information to Council’s 
satisfaction. 

   

Council 

responsibility 

Property owner 

responsibility (excluding 

boundary kit stop valve) 
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7. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, INSTALLATION 
AND USE OF A PRESSURE SEWER SYSTEM 
The following requirements must be met by the pressure sewer system as designed 
and installed: 

 Conformance to the Pressure Sewerage Code of Australia WSAA-07 
 Conformance to the Sewage Pumping Station Code of Australia WSAA-04 
 The basic requirement for a normal residential household is a 900-1100 litre 

storage tank with a grinder pump specially designed for this application that 
can pump 0.5L/sec against a 40-metre head delivering into a 50mm pressure 
pipe and or rising main.  

 In a flood inundation area, the top of the PSSU should be located at least 
150mm above the 1 in 100-year flood level with written permission from 
Council for its placement. 

 Council’s specific requirements as set out in this policy and the Engineering 
Guidelines as in force from time to time. 
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Document History 

Date Status Version Resolution Description 
23 November 
2022  

Draft 0.1  Draft Pressure Sewer System Policy 
presented to Council for public 
exhibition and submissions for 28 
days. 

23 November 
2022 

Draft 0.2 22/291 Draft Pressure Sewer System Policy 
placed on public exhibition and 
submissions for 28 days. 

20 December 
2022 

Final 1.0 22/291 No submissions received after 28 day 
public exhibition – Pressure Sewer 
Systems Policy adopted. 

  
 This Pressure Sewer Systems Policy shall be reviewed within 12 months of an election, 

and thereafter at intervals of no greater than four years. Any review will ensure this 
Policy continues to meet all statutory requirements and the operational needs of 
Hilltops Council. The Policy may also be reviewed at other times as determined by 
Hilltops Council. 

 This Policy commences on and from the date of adoption by Hilltops Council as listed 
in the document history and replaces all previous versions. 

 
Governance and other related references 
 

This policy should be read in conjunction with any related legislation, codes of practice, 
relevant internal policies, and guidelines. 
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Definitions 
 
The following definitions apply throughout this policy. 
 
TERM DEFINITION 
Boundary kit   A valve box at the property boundary incorporating an isolating 

valve, non-return valve and an inspection tee. 
Boundary line  Boundary of responsibilities between Council and property 

owners. 
Control panel  The box incorporating the electric isolation switch, the fuses, 

alarm controls for the pump and the emergency generator 
connection point.  

Discharge pipe  The pressure pipeline from the pressure sewer storage unit 
(PSSU) to the pressure sewer main at the boundary kit.  

Emergency storage  The storage volume capacity in the pressure sewer storage unit 
between the high-level alarm point and the overflow level of PSSU 
or the house drain  

High level alarm  An alarm activated when the water level in the storage vessel 
exceeds the normal level that controls the pump by a 
predetermined amount.  

House drain  The internal gravity plumbing drainpipe connecting into the PSSU. 
Low level alarm An alarm activated when the pump continues to operate when the 

water level in the storage tank is below the normal pump shut off 
level 

Overflow relief gully Overflow control device to prevent overflows occurring in the 
dwelling, normally part of the usual household sewer drain 
system. 

Pressure Sewer Storage 
Unit (PSSU) 

Consists of a below-ground collection chamber and pump unit 
which stores, grinds and pumps sewage under pressure into 
Council’s sewerage system. 

Pressure Sewer Storage 
Unit Overflow  

Point at which the PSSU overflows, this may be at the overflow 
relief gully or at a separate fixture. 

Pressure sewer system An overall system including the PSSU, control panel, discharge 
pipe, boundary kit and pressure sewer pipes up to a discharge 
point into a conventional sewer.  

Property valve A Council valve in the pressure main located near the property 
boundary that is the limit of Council’s ownership. The valve may 
also be incorporated into the boundary kit box. 

Split system A system involving disposal to septic via blackwater or greywater. 
Storage vessel The container in which the pump is located and is typically made 

from plastic compounds or fibreglass.  
Work as Executed (WAE) 
Drawings 

These are the works as executed or as constructed drawings. 

Water Services 
Association of Australia 
(WSAA) 

The peak industry body representing the urban water industry in 
Australia and New Zealand. 

 


