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KEY INFORMATION  

This Plan of Management has been prepared by Hilltops Council and provides direction 

as to the use and management of council-owned community land and council 

managed Crown reserves classified as ’community land’ and categorised as Park in 

the Hilltops Council region.  

This Plan of Management is a generic document specifically addressing the community 

land categorised as Park shown in the table below: 

Reserve No. Reserve Type Reserve Name Reserve Purpose Category Location 

D530034 DEDICATION 

WOMBAT 

RECREATION 

GROUND Public Recreation PARK WOMBAT 

54275 RESERVE TRESILIAN PARK Municipal Purposes PARK YOUNG 

73435 RESERVE 

GALONG PARK 

(LIMESTONE 

PARK) 

Children's Playground; 

Public Recreation PARK GALONG 

75899 RESERVE 

MEMORIAL 

PARK 

(KOORAWATHA) Public Recreation PARK KOORAWATHA 

79099 RESERVE 

B J STOCKS 

MEMORIAL 

PARK Children's Playground PARK CUNNINGAR 

79300 RESERVE 

RAILWAY 

STATION 

RESERVE 

(BRIBBARE) Public Recreation PARK BRIBBAREE 

82930 RESERVE 

 PUBLIC 

RECREATION 

RESERVE 

HARDEN Public Recreation PARK HARDEN 

 

The Crown is the owner of the lands and Hilltops Council is the Crown land manager of 

these reserves in accordance with legislation and conditions imposed by the Minister 

administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016, the use of the land described in 

this Plan of Management must: 

1. be consistent with the purpose for which the land was dedicated or reserved 

2. consider native title rights and interests and be consistent with the provisions of the Native Title Act 

2013. 

3. consider the inchoate interest of Aboriginal people where an undetermined Aboriginal Land Claim 

exists. 

4. consider and not be in conflict with any interests and rights granted under the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016 

5. consider any interests held on title. 

 

The Plan of Management is developed in accordance with Section 3.23 of the Crown 

Land Management Act 2016 and Section 36 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

The Plan of Management outlines the way the reserves will be used and provides the 

framework for Council to follow in relation to legislative requirements for management, 

development and the express authorisation of leases and licences on the land.   
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The Plan of Management may be used to determine the allocation of resources and 

funds. 

INTRODUCTION 

Hilltops Council was established on 12 May 2016 and includes the former Council areas 

of Boorowa, Harden and Young in New South Wales. The region covers an area of 7,410 

square kilometres and is located in the Southern Tablelands of New South Wales.  

The Hilltops Council region is predominately rural with several townships which include 

residential, commercial and industrial areas.  

The area covers a thriving region offering a relaxed lifestyle and diverse economy. We 

value and protect our friendly community spirit, pristine natural environment, and deep 

cultural heritage.   

There are strong connections between our community, environment, and economy 

making the Hilltops region a vibrant place to live, work, play and invest. 

Hilltops Council is responsible for the care and control of many parcels of community 

land and with the introduction of the Crown Land Management Act 2016, Crown 

reserves, which Council as Crown Land Manager will generally manage under the 

provisions of the Local Government Act 1993. 

The Hilltops Council Community Strategic Plan (CSP) was developed in consultation 

with local communities, providing one source for setting aspirations and objectives for 

the Hilltops area. 

The Hilltops CSP represents our towns, landscapes and neighbourhoods and what we 

wish them to be in the future. It also establishes objectives to help all members of the 

community, business and government to work towards achieving community goals. 
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To progress our vision the following guiding principles, our values, will be evident across 

the objectives of the CSP and consistently demonstrated in their progress. These are: 

 

 

 

Our community has requested these values to be reflected in consultation, planning 

and management within Hilltops and is evident in the decisions, priorities and actions of 

all stakeholders including all levels of government.  The CSP is seeking for these 

principles to be demonstrated in the planning, management and reporting of 

infrastructure, assets and services by all relevant authorities including Council and the 

NSW government. 

 

Purpose of the plan of management 

Under section 36 (1) of the Local Government Act 1993, Plans of Management must be 

prepared for all community land.  Community land is land which is kept for use by the 

general public. 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 (the CLM Act) authorises local councils 

(Council managers) appointed to manage dedicated or reserved Crown land to 

manage that land as if it were public land under the Local Government Act 1993.  

The purpose of this Plan of Management is to: 

• contribute to the council’s broader strategic goals and vision as set out in Our 

Place Hilltops Community Strategic Plan 2022-2032. 

• ensure compliance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016. 

• provide clarity in the future development, use and management of the 

community land. 

• ensure consistent management that supports a unified approach to meeting the 

varied needs of the community. 

 

Process of preparing this plan of management 

This Plan of Management has been prepared in accordance with the Local 

Government Act 1993 using the land category approved and directed by the Minister 

administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016 as owner of the lands.  

The minimum requirements for a Plan of Management are set out under section 36(3) of 

the Local Government Act 1993.  

A Plan of Management must identify the category of the land the objective and 

performance targets of the plan with respect to the land, the means by which Council 

proposes to assess its performance with respect to the plans objectives and 

performance targets and may require the approval of the Council for the carrying out 

of any specified activity on the lands.  
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Division 3.6 of the Crown Lands Management Act 2016 deals with the requirements that 

Council must meet in relation to Plans of Management and other Plans.  

Section 3.23(6) of the Crown Land Management Act 2016 requires Council Crown Land 

Managers to adopt a Plan of Management for any Crown reserve for which it is 

appointed Crown Land Manager, and that is classified as community land under the 

Local Government Act 1993. 

Council is required to submit the draft Plan of Management to Crown Lands as 

representative of the owner of the lands.  As shown on the following flowchart this 

process occurs prior to public exhibition and community consultation of the Plan of 

Management. 
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Change and review of plan of management 

This Plan of Management will require regular review in order to align with community 

values and changing community needs, and to reflect changes in council priorities.  

Council has determined that it will review the Plan of Management within five [5] years 

of its adoption. However, the performance of this Plan of Management will be 

reviewed on a regular basis to ensure that the Reserve(s) are being managed in 

accordance with the Plan of Management, are well maintained and provide a safe 

environment for public enjoyment. 

The community will have an opportunity to participate in reviews of this Plan of 

Management. 

Community consultation 

Consultation with the community is an important part of the preparation of this Plan of 

Management. This consultation takes place after initial approval of the Plan by the 

Minister administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016 and prior to adoption of 

the Plan by Council.  

Consultation gives Council a better understanding of the range of local issues affecting 

the use and enjoyment of the lands to which this Plan of Management applies and 

gives all sectors of the community the chance to have an input into the direction of 

policy development being undertaken by Council.  

All stakeholders are given the opportunity to express their opinions and provide relevant 

information in relation to the planned management of the land, however, as the land is 

Crown land, initial and final approval for the Plan of Management rests with the Minister 

administering the Crown Lands Management Act 2016 as the owner of the lands. 

If after public consultation there is no change to the Plan of Management, no 

additional ministerial consent is required, and Council can proceed to adopt the Plan 

of Management as per the process outlined in Fig 1 above.  

If there is a substantial proposed change to the Plan of Management following public 

consultation the Plan of Management must again be referred to the Minister 

Administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016 for approval prior to being 

adopted by Council. 

Heritage significance 

Hilltops Council has carried out a number of heritage studies and recognises the 

heritage significance of items by their inclusion in its Local Environmental Plans.  The use 

and development of heritage items is then managed through Development Control 

Plans and more specific Conservation Management Plans. 

The inclusion of heritage significant items within an LEP provides a strong framework to 

protect these assets. This Plan of Management is intended to be consistent with the LEP 

framework, but to focus primarily on the nature, balance of use, management and 

care of the land as a whole.   
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Aboriginal Heritage significance 

The Reserves are located in the country of the Wiradjuri and the Ngunnawal 

(Ngunawal) nations.   

Wiradjuri 

The Wiradjuri are the largest aboriginal group in New South Wales and once occupied 

a vast area in central New South Wales known as the land of the three rivers: the 

Wambool (Macquarie), the Kalare (Lachlan) and the Murrumbidgee.  

 

Ngunnawal 

The meaning of Ngunnawal is ‘we the people’ or ‘us’. 

The Ngunnawal people, have occupied the area in the vicinity of the present town of 

Yass which was central to the clan boundaries. The clan boundaries encompassed the 

area from Goulburn to Yass and Boorowa, Gundagai to the west, Cooma to the south 

and Braidwood to the east. 

The Wiradjuri and Ngunawal people maintain a close connection to their traditional 

area and have developed a way of living, managing and preserving their culture and 

the natural resources of the land. 

Local Aboriginal Land Council 

Reserves within this Plan of Management fall within the Local Aboriginal Land Council 

areas of Cowra, Onerwal and Young.   

Council has a strong affiliation with these organisations and the community has a 

deep- seated respect for our Indigenous history. 

Hilltops Local Environmental Plan 2022 – Aboriginal Heritage Significance 

The Hilltops Local Environmental Plan 2022 describes places of Aboriginal Heritage 

significance as an area of land, the general location of which is identified in an 

Aboriginal Heritage Study adopted by the Council after public exhibitions and that 

may be shown on the Heritage map that is:  

(a) The site of one or more Aboriginal objects or a place that has the physical 

remains of pre-European occupation by, or is of contemporary significance to, 

the Aboriginal people.  It can (but need not) include items and remnants of the 

occupation of the land by Aboriginal people, such as burial places, engraving 

sites, rock art, midden deposits, scarred and sacred trees and sharpening 

grooves, or 

 

(b) a natural Aboriginal sacred site or other sacred feature. It includes natural 

features such as creeks or mountains of long-standing cultural significance, as 

well as initiation, ceremonial or story places or areas of more contemporary 

cultural significance. 

 

The reserves contained in this Plan of Management are not identified as having 

Aboriginal significance and not declared under section 84 of the National Park and 

Wildlife Act 1974, however, any areas of Aboriginal significance that may be 

discovered are covered by this Plan of Management. 
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LAND DESCRIPTION 

The community land that is covered by this document is listed in the table below and is 

defined by real property identifiers (lots and deposited plans) and reserve numbers.  

 

Reserve 

No 

Reserve 

Name 

Date 

Gazetted 

Reserve 

Purpose(s) 
Category 

Title 

Details 
Area m2 

D530034 

Wombat 

Recreation 

Ground 

22-08-1900 
Public 

Recreation 
Park 

Whole: Lot 1 

Section 12 DP 

759105. 

36248.01 

73435 

Galong Park 

(Limestone 

Park) 

03-02-1950 

Children’s 

Playground; 

Public 

Recreation 

Park 

Whole: Lots 160, 

173, 202, 219 DP 

753614. 

4065.503 

75899 

Memorial 

Park 

(Koorawatha) 

08-05-1953 
Public 

Recreation 
Park 

Whole: Lots 6, 8 

Section 12 DP 

758580. 

2410.457 

54275 Tresillian Park 19-11-1920 
Municipal 

Purposes 
Park 

Whole: Lot 2 

Section 68 DP 

759144. 

1052.78 

79099 

BJ Stocks 

Memorial 

Park 

23-11-1956 
Children’s 

Playground 
Park 

Whole: Lot 179 

DP 753607. 
1996.096 

79300 

Railway 

Station 

Reserve 

(Bribbaree) 

25-01-1957 
Public 

Recreation 
Park 

Whole: Lot 7010 

DP 93615. 
6948.952 

82930 

Public 

Recreation  

Reserve 

(Harden) 

25-11-1060 
Public 

Recreation 
Park 

Whole: Lots 699-

701 DP 753624. 
26698.16 

 

Detailed information for each reserve is contain in Appendix 2 annexed to the plan. 

These Council managed Crown lands provide valuable recreation facilities for the 

Hilltops region offering both passive and active recreation for the community. 

Owner of the land 

The lands are Crown land owned by the Crown and managed by Hilltops Council as 

Crown Land Manager under the provisions of the Crown Land Management Act 2016. 

The management and use of the lands are subject to the provisions contained in the  

Crown Land Management Act 2016 and are not subject to any condition, restriction or  

covenant imposed by the owner. 
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BASIS OF MANAGEMENT 

Hilltops Council intends to manage its community land to meet: 

• assigned categorisation of community land 

• the LG Act guidelines and core objectives for community land 

• restrictions on management of Crown land community land 

• the council’s strategic objectives and priorities 

• development and use of the land outlined in the Local Government Act 1993. 

Classification of the land 
 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 authorises Councils that are appointed Crown 

Land Manager to manage the land as if it were public land under the Local 

Government Act 1993.  The Local Government Act 1993 requires that all public land 

must be classified as Community or Operational land. 

 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 provides that Crown land must be managed 

as Community land unless the Minister administering the Crown Land Management Act 

2016 has given written consent to classify the land as operational. 

In accordance with Section 3.22 (5) of the Crown Land Management Act 2016, 

ministerial consent to manage land as operational will only be granted where a 

Council Crown Land Manager can demonstrate that either the land:  

• does not fall within any of the categories for community land under the LG Act, or 

• could not continue to be used and dealt with as it currently can, if it were required to 

be used and dealt with as community land. 

Examples of land that may be truly operational land because the land need not be 

made available to the public or because the public must be excluded for their safety 

could include: 

• Works Depots, Coastal Infrastructure, Emergency Services, Quarries and Gravel 

Pits, Reservoirs, Sanitary purposes, Sewerage works and Water Infrastructure. 

Plans of Management are not required for Crown land that has been classified as 

Operational land unless directed by the Minister administering the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016. 

The reserves contained in this Plan of Management have been classified as Community 

land. 

 

Categorisation of the land 

Under section 3.23(2) of the Crown Land Management Act 2016 Council Crown land 

managers must assign to all Community Crown land under their management one or 

more initial categories of community land referred to in section 36 of the Local 

Government Act 1993.  
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The LG Act defines five categories of community land: 

 

• Park – for areas primarily used for passive recreation. 

• Sportsground – for areas where the primary use is for active recreation involving 

organised sports or the playing of outdoor games. 

• General community use – for all areas where the primary purpose relates to 

public recreation and the physical, cultural, social, and intellectual welfare or 

development of members of the public. This includes venues such as community 

halls, scout and guide halls, and libraries. 

• Area of Cultural significance – for areas with Aboriginal, aesthetic, 

archaeological, historical, technical, research or social significance.  

• Natural area – for all areas that play an important role in the area’s ecology. This 

category is further categorised into bushland, escarpment, foreshore, 

watercourse and wetland categories. 

 

The category of Park has been assigned to the land by the Minister administering the 

Crown Land Management Act 2016 in relation to each of the reserves. Council does 

not propose to alter the initial category assigned by the Minister by this Plan of 

Management as the category assigned by the Crown most closely aligns with the 

reserve purpose of the lands and their core usage. 

The degree to which the reserve purpose relates to the assigned category of the land is 

important for ongoing management of the land as Council must obtain Native Title 

Manager advice as to the validity of the activities that they wish to undertake on the 

land prior to dealing with the land. 

Both the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 and the Native Title Act 1993 recognise the 

intent of the original reserve purpose of the land so that complying activity can be 

considered lawful or validated, particularly under Section J of the Native Title Act 1993.  

Guidelines and core objectives for management of community land 

The management of community land is governed by the categorisation of the land, its 

purpose, and the core objectives of the relevant category of community land. Council 

may then apply more specific management objectives to community land, though 

these must be compatible with the core objectives and reserve purpose of the land. 

The guidelines for categorisation of community land are set out in the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2021. The core objectives for each category are set out in the Local 
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Government Act 1993. The guidelines and core objectives for the Park category are set 

out in this Generic Plan of Management.  

Community land is valued for its important role in the social, intellectual, spiritual and 

physical enrichment of residents, workers, and visitors to the Hilltops area. 

The intrinsic value of community land is also recognised, as is the important role this land 

plays in biodiversity conservation and ecosystem function. 

Hilltops Council encourages a wide range of uses of community land and intends to 

facilitate uses which increase the activation of its land, where legislatively appropriate.  

Restrictions on management of Crown land 

The Crown is the owner of the land and Council is the Crown Land Manager of the 

reserves described in this Plan of Management.  In accordance with the legislation and 

conditions imposed by the Minister administering the Crown Land Management Act 

2016. The use of the land described in this Plan of Management must: 

• be consistent with the purpose for which the land was dedicated or reserved 

• consider native title rights and interests and be consistent with the provisions of the 

Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993 

• consider the inchoate interests of Aboriginal people where an undetermined 

Aboriginal Land Claim exists 

• consider and not be in conflict with any interests and rights granted under the 

Crown Land Management Act 2016 

• consider any interests held on title 

Activities on these lands need to reflect the intent of the public purpose and will be 

assessed for compliance with relevant Local Government and Crown Lands legislation 

including assessment of the activity under the Native Title Act 1993 and registered claims 

under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983. 

Use of the land for any activity is subject to application and approval. Assessment will 

consider compliance with the objectives and relationship to and impact upon the public 

purpose for the land. Other uses that do not comply with the Plan of Management or 

zoning of the lands under Council’s LEP would not be considered. 

 

Council’s strategic objectives and priorities 
 

One of the primary responsibilities of Local Government is to provide an acceptable 

level of service for public assets to its community within budgetary restraints. Council’s 

ongoing commitment to the development and maintenance of these areas depends 

on financial resources and forward planning.   

 

The implementation of actions identified in this Plan of Management are consistent with 

Hilltops Council corporate objectives. Council, in consultation with the community, has 

developed the strategies and plans to identify the priorities and aspirations of the 

community and the delivery of a vision for the future. 

  

Hilltops Council recognises that how it uses its resources is critical to furthering many 

community needs and goals, including those listed within the Hilltops Community 

Strategic Plan.   
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In response Council develops, implements and monitors a four (4) year delivery 

program oriented towards progressing the objectives of the Community Strategic Plan.  

In addition, Council produces an annual operational plan to further detail the 

opportunities it will undertake to progress Council’s Delivery Program, and through this 

plays a major part in delivering the Hilltops Community Strategic Plan. 

These plans have a direct influence on the objectives, uses and management 

approach covered by this Plan of Management.  

Hilltops Council Community Strategic Plan 2022-2023 

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/council/council-policies-plans/ 

Hilltops Council Delivery Program 2022-2026 

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hilltops-Council-

DeliveryProgram-2022-2026.pdf 

Hilltops Council Operation Plan 2023-2024  

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Operational-Plan-2023-

2024-Adopted-28-June-2023.pdf 

 

Council’s Objectives are defined through “Our Strategic Pillars for Success”.  These 

Pillars expand on the aspirations of the Visions, setting the strategic directions required 

to progress the Community Strategic Plan. 

 

The four Strategic Pillar themes align with standard practise and encompass all relevant 

topics for achieving comprehensive planning and management. 

 

 

 

Two additional Strategic Alignment objectives provide context and achieve greater 

alignment and integration in how the Strategic Pillars are progressed. 

 

 
 

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/council/council-policies-plans/
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hilltops-Council-DeliveryProgram-2022-2026.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hilltops-Council-DeliveryProgram-2022-2026.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Operational-Plan-2023-2024-Adopted-28-June-2023.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Operational-Plan-2023-2024-Adopted-28-June-2023.pdf
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Plan of Management Objectives 
 

The general objectives of this Plan of Management are: 

 

Plan of Management authority 

For the purposes of this plan, the owner of the land is the Crown and the management 

authority is Hilltops Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016 and the Local Government Act 1993. 

Delegation of authority 

Where Council’s responsibilities have been delegated, the provisions of this Plan of 

Management continue to apply. 

Management Principles 

Management of the land should take into consideration the principles of Crown Land 

management.  The management of the land must also take into account the reserve 

purpose of the land and the purpose for which the land is classified and categorised. 

Encroachments  

As Crown Land Manager Council is responsible for the management of encroachments 

on Crown reserves. Council must consider the requirements of s.47D of the Local 

Government Act 1993, the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 and the 

reserve purpose of the land when dealing with encroachments on the reserves.  

Action Plan 
 

Section 36 of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that a Plan of Management for 

community land details: 

 

• objectives and performance targets for the land 
 

• the means by which the council proposes to achieve these objectives and 

performance targets 
 

• the manner in which the council proposes to assess its performance in achieving 

the objectives and performance targets. 

 

This Plan of Management specifies performance targets and priorities for actions to be 

taken in relation to the reserves to which the plan applies. 
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Assessment of achievement of the objectives of the plan is to be undertaken. A 

summary of indicators and targets for major objectives are outlined in the table below. 

 

s.36(3)(b) 

Objectives and Performance 

Targets 

s.36(3)(c) 

Means of achievement 

of objectives 

s.36(3)(d) 

Manner of assessment of performance 

To ensure that relevant 

legislation is complied with in 

relation to preparation of Plans 

of Management 

The Plan is prepared in 

accordance with the 

Act. Native Title 

Manager advice is 

sought during the 

preparation of the Plan. 

The Plan is reviewed by Council’s Native 

Title Manager and Department of Industry 

Crown Lands then exhibited and adopted 

by Council if there are no changes to the 

approved plan. If changes are made 

following exhibition the plan must again 

be approved by Department of Industry 

Crown Lands. 

To inform Council staff and the 

community of the way the land 

will be managed. 

The Plan is exhibited in 

accordance with the 

Local Government Act 

1993. 

The Plan is exhibited and adopted by 

Council. 

To implement the specific 

policies, guidelines and works 

identified in the plan of 

management. 

Ensure that the Plan is 

referenced to identify 

specific policies, 

guidelines and works. 

All works are carried out in accordance 

with the Plan. 

To maintain land to meet 

community expectations within 

budgetary constraints. 

Undertake recurrent 

park maintenance to 

measured targets within 

available resources. 

Recurrent park maintenance carried out in 

accordance with parks maintenance 

works programs. 

To progressively improve the 

values of the land to minimise 

the long-term cost of 

maintenance to the Council 

Carry out all works 

identified in Council’s 

long-term plan. 

All works are completed, and minimal 

maintenance of the improvements is 

required. 

To minimise adverse impact on 

surrounding properties. 

Manage parks and 

parks assets to minimise 

adverse impact on 

neighbouring 

properties. 

Limited customer requests from adjoining 

property owners in relation to 

substantiated adverse impacts emanating 

from parks. 

To make provision for leases, 

licences and agreements in 

respect of the land to ensure 

appropriate use of the land. 

The Plan of 

Management expressly 

authorises the provision 

of leases, licences and 

agreements where 

appropriate. 

Any leases are prepared, exhibited and 

adopted in accordance with the 

provisions of the Local Government Act 

1993 and the Crown Land Management 

Act 2016. Native Title Manager advice and 

a check for a claim under the Aboriginal 

Land Rights Act 1983 is received for all 

proposed leases and licences. 

To identify and recognise 

existing uses and improvements 

on the land. 

Physical inspection. The Plan is exhibited and adopted by 

Council. 

To provide a reference and 

data bank in relation to 

information relevant to present 

and future management of the 

land. 

Physical inspection and 

file research. 

The Plan is exhibited and adopted by 

Council. 

To set in place an administrative 

structure to ensure the 

achievement of land 

management objectives. 

Ensure that all sections 

of Council are aware of 

the contents of the 

Plan. 

All future works to be carried out in 

accordance with the Plan. 

To identify the major 

management issues applying to 

the land. 

Consultation and staff 

discussions. 

The Plan is exhibited and adopted by 

Council. 

To ensure equitable access to 

the entire community  

Ensure that the Plan is 

referenced to identify 

specific policies, 

guidelines and works. 

All future works to be carried out in 

accordance with the Plan. 
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DEVELOPMENT AND USE  

Current use of the land 

This plan of management contains information about the existing use of the land, 

including the condition of the land and structures where applicable, and express 

authorisation for the lease and licence of the land. 

Current leases and licences  

Nil. 

Permissible uses / future uses 

Community land is valued for its important role in the social, intellectual, spiritual and 

physical enrichment of residents, workers, and visitors to the Hilltops Council region. 

Hilltops Council encourages a wide range of uses of community land and intends to 

facilitate uses which increase the activation of its land, where appropriate. Within 

recreational facilities in particular, Hilltops Council intends to permit and encourage a 

broad range of appropriate activities. 

The use of community land is often supported by appropriate ancillary development 

such as playground equipment, club houses and amenity blocks.  

The general types of uses which may occur on community land categorised as Park, is 

detailed in the relevant category section in this Plan of Management.  

 

Express authorisation of leases and licences and other estates 
 

Leases, Licences and other estates formalise the use of community land by groups such  

as sporting clubs and non-profit organisations, or by commercial organisations and  

individuals providing facilities and services for public use. 

 

Activities should be compatible with the zoning and reserve purpose of the land  

and provide benefits and services for facilities to the users of the land.  

 

The terms of the authorisation for a lease licence or other estate should include Native  

Title assessment and validation under the Native Title Act 1993 and should include  

advice that the land is not subject to a claim under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act  

1983.  

 

The authorisation should ensure the proper management and maintenance of the land  

and the interests of Council and the public are protected. A lease is normally issued  

where exclusive control of all or part of an area by a user is proposed. In all other  

instances a licence or short-term licence or hire agreement will be issued.  

Areas held under lease, licence or regular occupancy shall be maintained by the user  

where appropriate. The user will be responsible for maintenance and outgoings as  

defined in the lease or licence or agreement for use. 

Any lease or licence proposal will be individually assessed and considered, including 

the community benefit, compatibility with this Plan of Management and the capacity 

of the community land itself and the local area to support the activity.  
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A lease is normally issued where exclusive control of all or part of an area by a user is 

proposed the lease should not exclude the public from enjoying use of the land. In all 

other instances a licence or short-term licence or hire agreement will be issued.  

Leases and licences authorised by the plan of management 

This plan of management expressly authorises the issue of leases, licences and other 

estates over the land covered by the plan of management, provided that:  

• the purpose is consistent with the purpose for which it was dedicated or reserved 

• the purpose is consistent with the core objectives for the category of the land 

• the lease, licence or other estate is for a permitted purpose listed in the Local 

Government Act 1993 or the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 

• the issue of the lease, licence or other estate and the provisions of the lease, 

licence or other estate can be validated by the provisions of the Native Title Act 

1993 (Cth) 

• where the land is subject to a claim under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 

the issue of any lease, licence or other estate will not prevent the land from 

being transferred in the event the claim is granted 

• the lease, licence or other estate is granted and notified in accordance with the 

provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 or the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2021 

• the issue of the lease, licence or other estate will not materially harm the use of 

the land for any of the purposes for which it was dedicated or reserved. 

Short-term licences 

Short-term licences, bookings and entry fees may be used to allow the Council to 

program different uses of community land at different times, allowing the best overall 

use. 

Fees for short-term casual bookings and entry fees will be charged in accordance with 

Council’s adopted fees and charges at the time. 

Short-term licences issued under Clause 116 of the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2021 are expressly authorised by this Plan of Management.  

This Plan of Management expressly authorises Council to issue short-term licences (for 

up to 12 months) under s2.20 of the Crown Land Management Act 2016 and for the 

prescribed purposes listed in Clause 31 of the Crown Land Management Regulation 

2018.  

Native title and Aboriginal land rights considerations in relation to leases, 

licences and other estates 

The Crown Land Management Act 2016 provides a new regime for the management 

of Crown Land and Council is now responsible for compliance with Native Title 

legislation for the Crown Land that it manages.  

Council is required to undertake steps to identify if the activity that they do on Crown 

Land will have and effect on Native Title, what provisions of the Native Title Act 1993 will 

validate the activity and what procedures should be taken in relation to a particular 

activity prior to its commencement. 

When planning an activity or to grant a lease or licence on Crown reserves, the Council 

must comply with the requirements of the Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993 and 
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have regard for any existing claims made on the land under the NSW Aboriginal Land 

Rights Act 1983. 

Council must receive written advice from its engaged or employed Native Title 

Manager  in relation to certain activities and acts carried out on Crown land.  

(see [Appendix A3] for more information). 
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MANAGEMENT OF LAND - BY CATEGORY 

A. Park 

The area of each reserve categorised as Park are shown on the maps provided in 

Appendix 2. 

Guidelines and core objectives 

This section of this Plan of Management applies to those areas categorised as Park as 

well as the structures associated with them. 

Parks are defined in clause 104 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 as 

land which is improved by landscaping, gardens or the provision of non-sporting 

equipment and facilities, and for uses which are mainly passive or active recreational, 

social, educational and cultural pursuits that do not intrude on the peaceful enjoyment 

of the land by others. 

The core objectives for parks, as outlined in Section 36G of the Local Government Act 

1993, are to:  

• encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social and 

educational pastimes and activities 

 

• provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the casual playing 

of games 

 

• improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve 

the other core objectives for its management. 

The management policies and guidelines applying to this reserve are outlined in this 

section of the Plan of Management. Some matters are subject to additional adopted 

policies and procedures, and these are to apply where appropriate. 

Key issues 

The areas categorised as Park provide for a generalised use of open space and allow 

for a very wide range of both recreational and leisure activities.  

Such informal open space areas offer the community a range of opportunities in which 

to undertake passive and unstructured activities, such as sitting for rest and relaxation, 

walking and, casual games.  

Based on legislative and corporate goals, community needs and expectations, and the 

values and assets of the Park areas themselves, the following broad primary objectives 

have been identified: 

• To ensure management of park recreation areas takes into consideration the 

principles of Crown Land management.  
 

• To provide for public safety.  
 

• To efficiently and effectively manage public assets.  
 

• To provide the wider community with sufficient and appropriate access to park 

recreation areas.  
 



18 

 

• To encourage community involvement in the management of park recreation 

areas.  
 

• To maintain the scenic, educational, aesthetic, cultural and heritage values of 

park recreation areas. Trees and shrubs can be used to provide shade and to 

improve the visual interest of an area: they can provide habitat or roosting sites 

for fauna.  Trees and shrubs can increase the general biodiversity values of a 

reserve, more noticeably when a variety of species are used and, preferably 

local of native species where possible. 

 

For the purposes of this Plan, the owner of the land is the Crown and the management 

authority is Hilltops Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016 and the Local Government Act 1993. 

The management of the land must take into account the reserve purpose(s) of the 

land and the purpose for which the land is categorised. 

Purpose and Value of Park Areas 

The park areas contained in this Plan of Management provide for a generalised use of 

open space and allow for a very wide range of both recreational and leisure activities.  

These park recreation areas comprise those sites set aside for casual activities such as 

picnicking and other social and casual activities. Informal open space areas offer the 

community a range of opportunities in which to undertake passive and unstructured 

activities, such as sitting for rest and relaxation, walking and, casual games.  
 

Recreation areas within Hilltops Local Government Area comprise those sites set aside 

for casual activities such as picnicking and other social or casual activities. For parks 

and reserves, this is the principal function of the space. While many of the reserves 

possess an informal layout and contain minimal infrastructure such as seating and 

rubbish bins, some parks include a variety of facilities, for example tables and shelter 

sheds and toilet facilities which are all important to people’s enjoyment of the passive 

recreation opportunities offered within open space areas.  
 

The level of facilities provided, and the maintenance standards provided by Council 

staff are kept within allocated budgets. 
 

Based on legislative and corporate goals, community needs and expectations and the 

values and assets of the park areas themselves, the following broad primary objectives 

have been identified.  

✓  To ensure management of park recreation areas takes into consideration the 

principles of Crown Land management.  

✓  To provide for public safety.  

✓  To efficiently and effectively manage public assets.  

✓  To provide the wider community with sufficient appropriate access to park 

recreation areas.  

✓  To encourage community involvement in the management of park recreation 

areas.  

✓  To maintain the scenic, educational, aesthetic, cultural and heritage values of 

park recreation areas. 
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Community Involvement 

Hilltops Council encourages community involvement in the management of park 

recreation areas.   

Management framework for reserves categorised as Park 

Administrative issues have an important influence on the way in which the land is 

managed. Council may not be able to grant easements if they impact Native Title and 

there is no clear pathway under Commonwealth legislation. Council as adjoining 

landowner is responsible for managing encroachments on Crown reserves. 

Administration 

Staff Resources Council shall seek to provide adequate staff resources 

for the management of the land in accordance with 

this Plan of Management. Staff shall have appropriate 

qualifications and/or experience. 

Environmental Assessment of 

Activities 

The environmental impact of activities carried out on 

the land will be assessed having regard to the 

requirements under the Environmental Planning and 

Assessment Act 1979. 

Role of Other Authorities Other government authorities may have 

responsibilities or involvement in the management of 

the land or of immediately adjacent land. This will be 

taken into account and, where appropriate 

consultation will take place with relevant authorities 

Activities Carried Out by Other 

Authorities 

Where activities are carried out on the land by other 

authorities, Council will make the authorities aware of 

the provisions of this Plan of Management and will 

seek to ensure that any activities are compatible with 

the objectives and guidelines of the Plan of 

Management. 

Community Involvement in 

Management 

Where appropriate Council may undertake 

community consultation subsequent to the Crown 

approval of this Plan of Management and may give 

community groups a role in management. 

Contract and Volunteer Labour In managing the land Council may use contract and 

volunteer labour but shall ensure that supervisors have 

appropriate qualifications and/or experience and are 

made aware of the requirements of this plan. 

Delegation of Management 

Responsibilities 

Where management responsibilities are delegated by 

the Council a requirement of the delegation shall be 

that the provisions of this Plan of Management are 

complied with. 

Easements The Council may grant easements for the provision of 

services over, or on the land provided that the land is 

not subject to Aboriginal Land Claim under the 

Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 and a Native Title 

assessment has been carried out by Council’s Native 

Title Manager and the provisions of the Local 

Government Act 1993 and the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016 have been complied with. 

Existing Assets Existing assets on the land shall be identified and 

measures taken to maintain them in a satisfactory 
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manner. Council may make arrangement for 

community groups and users to undertake 

maintenance for specific facilities on Council’s behalf. 

Public Liability Council will maintain public liability insurance for the 

land. All users of the land will be required to take out 

public liability insurance for a sum of not less than 

$20m unless confirmed that they are covered by 

Council’s policy. 

Public Safety Reasonable measures will be taken by Council to 

ensure and maintain the public safety of persons using 

the land. 

Commercial Activities Commercial activities may be carried out on the land, 

provided that such is ancillary to a purpose authorised 

under this Plan of Management and is subject to prior 

Council consent. 

Emergencies This Plan of Management authorises any necessary 

activities to be carried out during declared 

emergencies as may be decided by the General 

Manager or delegate. Following carrying out of any 

activities, periodic monitoring will be undertaken, and 

rehabilitation works undertaken if necessary. 

Occupation by Adjoining 

Landowners 

In instances where there is an encroachment upon 

public land by a permanent structure, and the 

structure does not significantly interfere with the 

functioning of the reserve, Council may consider a 

lease or licence agreement with the adjoining 

property owner and recoup a fee as part of that 

agreement. 

Land Proposed for Future 

Development 

Land proposed in any of Council’s plans for future 

development for a specific purpose may be utilised 

for other purposes on an interim basis until required for 

that purpose. 

Undeveloped Areas Land to which this Plan of Management applies that is 

undeveloped and unused for the purpose of the land 

may upon assessment be used for any activity that 

does not prevent or inhibit future use for the purpose 

of the land, including tree planting and mowing, 

 

Management Guidelines 
 

Based on legislative and corporate goals, community needs and expectations the 

following Management Guidelines have been identified. Some matters are subject to 

additional adopted policies and procedures and these are to apply where appropriate. 

Management Authority 
 

For the purposes of this Plan the management Authority is the Crown Land Manager, 

Hilltops Council who will manage the land in accordance with the provisions of the 

Crown Land Management Act 2016 and the Local Government Act 1993. 
 

Management Issues 
 

Management of Park areas aim to maximise the provision of open space areas and 

facilities for the community, whilst ensuring that optimum condition of the reserves are 

maintained, that conflicts are minimised, and that any future embellishments are 

compatible with the existing functions and character of the parks. To provide the best 

service to the community, the management of parks needs to be well planned and 

resourced and their use needs to be permitted on an equitable basis. 
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Specific Guidelines 

Play and Recreational Equipment Play equipment may be installed or removed. 

Equipment shall be regularly maintained and kept in a 

safe condition in accordance with the relevant 

Australian Standard and Council’s Playground and 

Equipment Upgrade Plan (if applicable). 

Mowing Passive recreational (Park) areas will be mowed in 

accordance with approvals, manuals or schedules as 

required. 

Watering Watering of the passive recreational (Park) areas shall 

be undertaken as required and according to specific 

water restrictions that may be in place. 

Wet Weather Use During periods of wet weather, Council may restrict 

the use of the passive recreational (Park) area to 

prevent damage to grass surfaces. 

Hours of Operation Council may restrict the hours of operation of any 

area of the passive recreational (Park) areas at its 

discretion. 

Alcohol The occasional sale of alcohol by a sporting 

committee, club or user group requires the approval 

of the NSW Office of Liquor Gaming and Racing 

through the issue of a Limited Licence. The Licence 

should be provided to Council in each instance. 

When making application for the use of an active 

recreational area if the sale of alcohol is intended, 

applicants are required to comply with any 

requirements of both the Office of Liquor Gaming and 

Racing and Council. 

Companion Animals Domestic pets may use the land only where 

authorised by signage and provided that they are 

under the control of a responsible person at all times 

and do not cause loss of amenity to other users of the 

land, except where specifically publicly notified.  

 

Dogs are not permitted within any area that is:  

 
• set aside for the playing of organised games, or  

• within 10 metres of a children’s playing apparatus or 

• within 10 metres of cooking or eating facilities.  

 

Dogs are not permitted to be walked off leash unless 

they are within Council’s designated off leash exercise 

areas.  

 

Dog clubs are required to seek Council permission to 

conduct dog obedience and training activities on all 

community land. 

Parking Car parking areas should not occupy valuable land 

but be positioned to minimise the impact on the 

reserve.  

 

Car parking is not to be situated near children’s play 

areas. Existing car parking areas will be maintained to 

safety standards. Where off street parking occurs 

within a park, consideration will be given to the 
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provision of parking spaces for people with a disability 

(in accordance with regulations).  

 

Internal roads and parking areas may be constructed 

or reconstructed to a safe and all weather standard. 

Neighbours Council shall endeavour to be a good neighbour and, 

as far as possible shall consult with adjoining owners in 

respect of management or other activities which may 

affect them. 

 
Development and use 
 

The purpose of these Reserves shall be to support activities and uses that are consistent 

with the core objectives of the land category of Park and the reserve purpose and shall 

not materially harm the land for the purpose for which it was dedicated or reserved.  
 

Proposed projects must be in line with Council’s strategic plans and, depending on the 

scope of the project, Council may request that a written proposal is submitted outlining 

a description of the project and proposed location, estimated costs, scaled plans, 

justification for the proposed works, future maintenance requirements and other 

elements relevant to the project. 
 

Buildings and Amenities if applicable 

As well as providing largely unstructured areas for a variety of informal uses, some of 

Council’s parks provide supplementary facilities to enhance people’s enjoyment of 

their visit. These facilities will be maintained and enhanced, or introduced where 

possible, subject to an identified need. 
 

Native Title Assessment The terms of the authorisation for the commencement 

of any building or development activity on the areas 

categorised as Park should include a Native Title 

assessment and validation under the Native Title Act 

1993 to be carried out by Council’s Native Title 

Manager. 

Aboriginal Land Claim The terms of the authorisation for the commencement 

of any building or development activity on the areas 

categorised as Park should include advice that the 

land is not subject to a claim under the Aboriginal 

Land Rights Act 1983. If a claim is registered on the 

land activity cannot commence until the claim is 

resolved. 

Buildings and Amenities Buildings and amenities may be provided where 

consistent with the need to facilitate the use of the 

land, the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 

and the Crown Land Management Act 2016 have 

been complied with. Buildings and amenities are to 

be maintained to the highest possible standard. 

Proposed works to comply with relevant Council and 

BCA requirements consistent with Australian Standard 

AS412 and any Council Access plan in force. 

Play and Recreation Equipment Play equipment shall be constructed and maintained 

in accordance with the relevant Australian Standard 

and may be replaced or removed as required. 
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Outdoor Furniture Outdoor furniture shall be provided as required and 

maintained to a safe standard in accordance with 

any adopted landscape design. 

Private Buildings Private buildings may be constructed only where 

there is a lease or licence from Council and that lease 

or licence specifically makes provision for the use or 

erection of a private building. Private buildings and 

the lease areas are to be fully maintained by the user. 

Private buildings erected on Crown land remain in the 

ownership of the Crown. 

Public Buildings Public buildings may be constructed for any purpose 

ancillary to the purpose of the land, provided that the 

provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the 

Crown Land Management Act 2016 have been 

complied with. Community facilities may also be 

permitted. Proposed works to comply with relevant 

Council and BCA requirements consistent with 

Australian Standard AS412 and any Council Access 

plan in force. Public Buildings erected on Crown land 

remain in the ownership of the Crown. 

Removal of Buildings or Amenities Buildings or utilities that are no longer required may be 

removed by the Council subject to development 

approval. The land is to be rehabilitated following 

removal. 

Horticultural Maintenance Mowing shall be regularly undertaken as required in 

accordance with any adopted Council procedures 

manual. In areas of concentrated use reseeding or 

turfing may be undertaken as required. 

Cleaning Buildings and amenities will be regularly cleaned and 

maintained in a tidy condition in accordance with 

any adopted Council procedure manual. 

 

Infrastructure 

The level of facilities provided, and the maintenance standards provided by Council staff 

are kept within allocated budgets and to an agreed level of care.  
 

The maintenance and scheduled upgrade of infrastructure is therefore crucial for 

the long-term management of the passive recreation areas. Increasing the level of 

infrastructure provided in some parks may be considered and would be assessed with 

regard to patronage of the site and the scale of the additional facilities compared to 

the overall size, location and accessibility of the reserve. 
 

Native Title Assessment The terms of the authorisation for the commencement 

of any infrastructure construction activity on the areas 

categorised as Park, should include a Native Title 

assessment and validation under the Native Title Act 

1993 to be carried out by Council’s Native Title 

Manager. 

Aboriginal Land Claim The terms of the authorisation for the commencement 

of any infrastructure construction activity on the areas 

categorised as Park should include advice that the 

land is not subject to a claim under the Aboriginal 

Land Rights Act 1983. If a claim is registered on the 

land activity cannot commence until the claim is 

resolved. 
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Infrastructure Any necessary infrastructure to service purpose of the 

land may be constructed. 

Equitable Access This Plan of Management seeks to facilitate access to 

and within the land for people with disabilities. 

Proposed works to comply with relevant Council and 

BCA requirements consistent with Australian Standard 

AS412 and any Council Access plan in force. 

Services and Utilities Services and utilities such as water supply, sewerage, 

electricity supply, gas and telecommunications may 

be constructed, maintained or repaired on the land. 

General Maintenance General maintenance will match the level and type 

of use and wherever possible users will be 

encouraged to help. Areas held under lease, licence 

or regular occupancy shall be maintained by the user 

where appropriate. Existing assets on the land shall be 

identified and measures taken to maintain them in a 

satisfactory manner. The Council may make 

arrangements for community groups to undertake 

maintenance for specific facilities on Council’s behalf. 

Energy Efficiency Measures shall be taken to improve the energy 

efficiency of all buildings and activities carried out on 

the land. Measures shall include use of energy 

efficient lighting, periodic auditing of energy use, and 

appropriate orientation of any new buildings to 

incorporate passive solar design principles. 

Lighting Where appropriate, adequate lighting shall be 

provided on the land to ensure public safety and 

security for buildings and amenities as far as possible. 

Floodlighting Floodlights shall be designed and operated to 

minimize glare and spillage of light to adjoining 

properties. Where possible floodlights should comply 

with AS2560. 

Fences Fences may be constructed and shall be in 

accordance with any standards or guidelines 

adopted by Council. 

Signs Signs may be erected on the land in accordance with 

State Environmental Policy and any adopted 

Development Control Code and Policy. 

 

Access 

In principle, all of Council’s public open space areas should be accessible to the whole 

community, regardless of age, ability or gender. Access for people with a disability is 

accommodated where possible for general movement around open space areas and 

for the use and enjoyment of facilities and amenities. 

 

Access and Occupation The Plan of Management seeks to facilitate access to 

the land to enable its use for recreational purposes. 

Equitable Access This Plan of Management seeks to facilitate access to 

and within the land for people with disabilities. 

Proposed works to comply with relevant Council and 

BCA requirements consistent with Australian Standard 

AS412 and any Council Access plan in force. 

Access Access to the land may be limited by Council at times 

where this may interfere with works or may have an 

adverse effect on the land. 
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Public Access Public access to land to which this Plan of 

Management applies can be denied to assist 

rehabilitation or protection of special items of 

significance or where a lease has been granted but 

shall not otherwise be denied. 

Occupation by Adjoining 

Landowners 

Where Council is aware of occupation or 

encroachment by private landowners onto the land, 

measures will be taken to prevent this occurring. 

Roads and Parking Roads and parking areas may be constructed or 

reconstructed to a safe all-weather standard. New 

roads and parking areas may be constructed. In 

cases where significant new roadworks are proposed, 

a master plan should be prepared and the works 

constructed in accordance with the plan. 

 

Development Activities 

Native Title Assessment The terms of the authorisation for the commencement 

of any development or construction activity on the 

areas categorised as Park, should include a Native 

Title assessment and validation under the Native Title 

Act 1993 to be carried out by Council’s Native Title 

Manager 

Aboriginal Land Claim The terms of the authorisation for the commencement 

of any development or construction activity on the 

areas categorised as Park should include advice that 

the land is not subject to a claim under the Aboriginal 

Land Rights Act 1983. If a claim is registered on the 

land activity cannot commence until the claim is 

resolved. 

Development Activities Development activities shall be undertaken in a way 

that minimises the area, degree and duration of 

disturbance, and area are to be restored to the 

greatest extent practicable. 

Equitable Access This Plan of Management seeks to facilitate access to 

and within the land for people with disabilities. 

Proposed works to comply with relevant Council and 

BCA requirements consistent with Australian Standard 

AS412 and any Council Access plan in force. 

Construction Works Progressive site stabilisation and restoration shall be 

undertaken during the construction process. 

Stockpiling of Materials Works are to be completed in stages (clearing, topsoil 

stripping, relocation of topsoil, mulching, planting etc) 

and shall follow the principle of isolating stockpiles of 

different materials to prevent contamination. Materials 

and soil may be stockpiled but only on a temporary 

basis and provided that measures are taken to 

prevent adverse affects such as soil erosion, 

introduction of weed species, soil compaction, and 

the like. Stockpiles are to be more than 5 meters from 

trees. 

Nutrients leached from Building 

Materials 

Materials (including concrete, gravel, topsoil, etc) 

shall be stockpiled in such a way as to prevent 

nutrients from leaching into watercourses or into 

ground water systems. 

Protection of Trees Trees to be protected shall be identified prior to any 

construction and marked appropriately. Measures are 

to be taken to prevent damage and disturbance to 
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tree roots by cutting of roots, loss of water, soil 

compaction or build-up of soil. Clearing works are to 

be in accordance with any additional procedures 

manuals or adopted policies. Tree removal shall be 

subject to the provisions of any adopted standards, 

codes, manuals or policies 

New Development Works New development works such as construction or 

roads, parking areas, cycleways etc may be 

undertaken where the works are consistent with the 

objectives of this plan of management and where 

any necessary approvals and assessments have been 

obtained. 

Fill As far as possible, no fill should be deposited on the 

land unless it comes from the same area of parkland 

and adequate measures are taken to stabilise the fill. 

Works are to be in accordance with any additional 

procedures, manuals or adopted policies. 

Soil Compaction Measures shall be undertaken to avoid soil 

compaction arising from construction works and 

earthworks. Any compaction will be relieved by 

appropriate methods which may include the use of 

soil aeration equipment. 

 

Pollution Control 

Pollution Control Management should seek to ensure that no pollution 

is generated on the land and that adequate 

measures are taken to prevent adverse impacts from 

adjoining land. 

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation All activities are to ensure adequate controls to 

prevent soil erosion and sedimentation and are to be 

inspected periodically. 

Nutrients Measures shall be taken to minimise and to control 

nutrients entering watercourses, water bodies or 

groundwater. 

Environmental Protection (noise 

control, dust, chemicals etc) 

Measures shall be taken during any construction or 

maintenance works on the land to ensure that normal 

environmental protection, pollution control and health 

guidelines are met. 

Litter Litter shall be regularly collected and removed. 

Provision shall be made for the provision of litter bins at 

various locations. It is the responsibility of all users to 

ensure that the area and surrounds are left in a tidy 

manner after use. 

Rubbish Dumping Rubbish dumping is not permitted. Grass clippings or 

garden waste is to be disposed of in a manner that 

does not affect natural vegetation, or encourage the 

spread of weeds. 

Irrigation Irrigation is to be managed on any grassed or mown 

areas to avoid runoff and a raised water table. 

Noise Noise from events shall be required to comply with 

noise pollution control requirements in accordance 

the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

and the Protection of the Environment (Noise Control) 

Regulation 2008. 

Drainage Drainage works are allowed on the land to which this 

Plan of Management applies. Any works are to 
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comply with any environmental management 

guidelines adopted by Council to minimise the flow of 

nutrients and pollutants into watercourses. 

Fertilisers and Pesticides The use of fertilisers and pesticides may be permitted 

on land to which this Plan of Management applies, 

but only where no suitable alternatives exist and no 

adverse environmental impact is likely to occur. New 

landscape designs are to minimise the need for these. 

Notification of use must be given in accordance with 

adopted standards, codes, manuals or policies. 

Removal of Silt Silt shall be removed from drains and silt traps as 

necessary. 

 

Trees Vegetation and Landscape 

Trees Vegetation and Landscape Proper management of landscaping measures, trees 

and vegetation is important to provide a high degree 

of amenity on the land. 

Trees Trees will be maintained, as will maintenance of 

appropriate growing conditions involving 

management of soil compaction and other 

encroachments, in accordance with adopted 

standards, codes, manuals or policies. 

Tree Planting and Removal Trees may be planted, removed or replaced. In 

replacing trees, regard will be had to endorsed plans 

and policies outlining preferred species. Tree planting 

maintenance, removal and replacement shall be in 

accordance with adopted standards, codes, manuals 

or policies. 

Tree Protection Appropriate protection such as guards and barriers 

shall generally be provided for all new plantings as 

may be required. 

Landscape Design Landscape design will be subject to approval. 

Gardens Gardens including Community Gardens may be 

constructed and maintained on the land. 

Weed Control Weed control shall be by both taking preventative 

measures and active control measures. Prevention of 

weed infestation shall be by minimising actions that 

disturb the ground surface and discouraging the 

conditions that encourage weeds. Measures shall be 

taken to prevent the dispersion of weeds by fill or the 

transport of seeds on machinery. Control measures 

which are acceptable include physical removal or 

slashing, accepted biological control techniques, 

bush regeneration, or chemical spraying where 

Council is satisfied that there will be no adverse 

residual effects and no adverse effect on human 

health will occur. 

Fire or Bushfire Hazard Reduction Where a fire or bushfire hazard is identified on the land 

measure shall be taken to reduce the fire or bushfire 

hazard. 

 

Information monitoring and research 
Information Monitoring and 

Research 

Monitoring and collection of information relating to 

the land to which the Plan of Management applies is 

important to enable good management. 
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Education and Research Where a demonstrated need has been identified, an 

educational programme shall be developed to 

encourage use appropriate to the purpose to all or 

part of the land to which this Plan of Management 

applies. 

Monitoring Management arrangements may be implemented to 

regularly monitor the use of the land, environmental 

conditions and facilities. 

Surveys Surveys of visitation and/or satisfaction with the 

facilities may be undertaken to facilitate the 

management and use of the land. 

 

Permissible uses / future uses 
 

Crown land can be reserved or dedicated for various public purposes. The notified 

purpose(s) for the reserve(s) are outlined in Appendix A1.  The category assigned to 

these reserves is Park. This category aligns with the reserve purpose(s) and the past and 

current use of the reserve(s) and the values identified in this Plan. 
 

Community land is valued for its important role in the social, intellectual, spiritual and 

physical enrichment of residents, workers, and visitors to the Hilltops Council region. 

Hilltops Council encourages a wide range of uses of community land and intends to 

facilitate uses which increase the activation of its land, where appropriate. Hilltops 

Council intends to permit and encourage a broad range of appropriate activities that 

align with the reserve purpose of the land and do not cause material harm to the land. 

The use of community land is often supported by appropriate ancillary development 

such as playground equipment, amenity blocks or food kiosks.  

The general types of uses which may occur on community land categorised as Park, 

relevant to these Reserve(s) and the forms of development generally associated with 

those uses, are set out in the Table below.  

Purpose/Use, such as… Development to facilitate uses, such as… 

• Active and passive recreation including 

children’s play and cycling 

• Group recreational use, such as picnics and 

private celebrations 

• Eating and drinking in a relaxed setting 

• Publicly accessible ancillary areas, such as 

toilets 

• Festivals, parades, markets, fairs, exhibitions 

and similar events and gatherings 

• Low-intensity commercial activities (for 

example recreational equipment hire) 

• Filming and photographic projects 

• Busking 

• Public address (speeches) 

• Community gardening 

Note: Some of the uses listed above require a 

permit from the council. 

• Development for the purposes of improving 

access, amenity and the visual character of 

the park, for example paths, public art, 

pergolas 

• Development for the purposes of active 

recreation such as play equipment, exercise 

equipment, bike racks, half-court basketball 

courts, bocce courts 

• Amenities to facilitate the safe use and 

enjoyment of the park, for example picnic 

tables, BBQs, sheltered seating areas 

• Café or refreshment areas (kiosks/cafes) 

including external seating 

• Lighting, seating, toilet facilities, courts, 

paved areas 

• Hard and soft landscaped areas 

• Storage sheds 

• Car parking and loading areas 

• Commercial development that is 

sympathetic to and supports use in the area, 

for example hire of recreation equipment 

• Community gardens 
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Purpose/Use, such as… Development to facilitate uses, such as… 

• Heritage and cultural interpretation, for 

example signs 

• Advertising structures and signage (such as 

A-frames and banners) that: 

o relate to approved uses/activities 

o are discreet and temporary 

o are approved by the council 

• Bio-banking and carbon sequestration 

initiatives 

• Water-saving initiatives such as stormwater 

harvesting, rain gardens and swales 

• Energy-saving initiatives such as solar lights 

and solar panels 

• Locational, directional and regulatory 

signage 

 

Council’s strategic objectives for the reserve(s) is to provide a distribution of space and 

facilities that matches demand from the community and provides high quality open 

space and facilities. 

Further Development 
 

Whilst maintenance of existing infrastructure is a priority there is scope to improve and 

develop facilities on the reserve(s) provided that the proposed facilities do not cause 

material harm to the land and are in line with the purpose(s) for the reserve(s) and 

relevant legislation such as the Local Government Act 1993, the Crown Land 

Management Act 2016, the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 and the Native Title Act 

1993.  
 

A comprehensive site development plan and a landscape management plan is 

recommended for larger projects to ensure a strategic approach to development. 

Depending on the scope of the project Council may request a written proposal 

outlining the project and proposed location, estimated costs, scaled plans, justification 

for proposed works and future maintenance requirements. 

The general types of uses which may occur on community land categorised as Park 

and the forms of development generally associated with those uses, are set out in this 

Plan of Management. The facilities on community land may change over time, 

reflecting the needs of the community. 

Council must consider the reserve purpose(s) of the land and the land use zoning when 

assigning permissible uses and development and any further use of the land will be 

subject to application, approval and Native Title assessment. 

 

Hilltops Local Environmental Plan 2022 
 

Hilltops LEP 2022 came into effect on 1 February 2023 and is a consolidation of Young 

LEP 2010, Harden LEP 2011 and, Boorowa LEP 2012.  The new LEP is a major step towards 

consolidating and upgrading all land use planning controls and standards across the 

Hilltops local government area. The LEP also progresses the short term strategic 

objectives of Hilltops 2040, the official Local Strategic Planning Statement for Hilltops.  

 

The LEP provides the latest State Government planning legislation and policy including 

the use of Employment Zones and Conservation Zones. Hilltops is also one of the first 
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Councils in NSW to use the digital LEP Mapping format for the Hilltops LEP on the NSW 

Planning Portal. 

 

To view the LEP written instrument click here: Written Instrument 

To view the LEP Maps click here: Mapping 

Historical maps relating Hilltops LEP can be found in the Young LEP 2010, Harden LEP 

2011 and Boorowa LEP 2012. 

To view the Hilltops 2040 – Hilltops Local Strategic Planning Statement click here: Hilltops 

2040 

 

The reserves contained in this Plan of Management have various zoning under the 

Hilltops LEP and are detailed in the table below. Detailed information regarding LEP 

information correct at time of publication. 

 

 

 

Reserve 

No 
Reserve Name Zoning 

Title 

Details 
Area m2 

D530034 

Wombat 

Recreation 

Ground 

RE1 Public Recreation 

Hilltops LEP 2022 

Whole: Lot 1 Section 

12 DP 759105. 
36248.01 

73435 
Galong Park 

(Limestone Park) 

RU5 Village 

Hilltops LEP 2022 

Whole: Lots 160, 

173, 202, 219 DP 

753614. 

4065.503 

75899 
Memorial Park 

(Koorawatha) 

RU5 Village 

Hilltops LEP 2022 

Whole: Lots 6, 8 

Section 12 DP 

758580. 

2410.457 

54275 Tresillian Park 
RE1 Public Recreation 

Hilltops LEP 2022 

Whole: Lot 2 Section 

68 DP 759144. 
1052.78 

79099 
BJ Stocks Memorial 

Park 

RU1 Primary 

Production 

Hilltops LEP 2022 

Whole: Lot 179 DP 

753607. 
1996.096 

79300 

Railway Station 

Reserve 

(Bribbaree) 

RU5 Village 

Hilltops LEP 2022 

Whole: Lot 7010 DP 

93615. 
6948.952 

82930 

Public Recreation 

Reserve 

(Harden) 

RU1 Primary 

Production 

Whole: Lots 699-701 

DP 753624. 
26698.16 

 

  

https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/epi-2022-0874
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/spatialviewer/#/find-a-property/address
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/publications/environmental-planning-instruments/young-local-environmental-plan-2010
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/publications/environmental-planning-instruments/harden-local-environmental-plan-2011
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/publications/environmental-planning-instruments/harden-local-environmental-plan-2011
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/publications/environmental-planning-instruments/boorowa-local-environmental-plan-2012
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/HilltopCouncilLocalStrategicPlanningStatement2020.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/HilltopCouncilLocalStrategicPlanningStatement2020.pdf
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HILLTOPS LEP 2022 – REI - Public Recreation – Reserves D530034 Wombat Recreation 

Ground and 54275 Tresillian Park. 

Objectives of zone 

• To enable land to be used for public open space or recreational purposes. 

• To provide a range of recreational settings and activities and compatible land uses. 

• To protect and enhance the natural environment for recreational purposes. 

• To maintain areas of high conservation value vegetation. 

• To sustain public access and connectivity. 
  

Permitted without consent 

Nil 
 

Permitted with consent 
Aquaculture; Camping grounds; Car parks; Caravan parks; Community facilities; Emergency 

services facilities; Entertainment facilities; Environmental facilities; Environmental protection 

works; Flood mitigation works; Function centres; Helipads; Kiosks; Markets; Recreation areas; 

Recreation facilities (indoor); Recreation facilities (major); Recreation facilities (outdoor); 

Registered clubs; Roads; Sewage reticulation systems; Signage; Water reticulation systems; 

Water storage facilities; Wharf or boating facilities. 
 

Prohibited 
Any development not specified in item 2 or 3 
 

HILLTOPS LEP 2022 – RU5 – Village – Reserves 73435 Galong Park (Limestone Park); 75899 

Memorial Park (Koorawatha) and 79300 Railway Station Reserve. 

Objectives of zone 

• To provide for a range of land uses, services and facilities that are associated with a rural  

    village. 

• To ensure that development is sustainable and does not unreasonably increase the demand  

   for public services or public facilities. 

• To promote and encourage development that will strengthen the character and economies 

   of Hilltops villages. 

• To enable a range of development, including diverse housing forms and complementary  

   business uses taking into account the distinct character of each village. 
 

Permitted without consent 
Environmental protection works; Home occupations 
 

Permitted with consent 
Centre-based child care facilities; Community facilities; Dwelling houses; Light industries; Liquid 

fuel depots; Neighbourhood shops; Oyster aquaculture; Places of public worship; Recreation 

areas; Recreation facilities (indoor); Recreation facilities (outdoor); Respite day care centres; 

Roads; Schools; Sewage reticulation systems; Tank-based aquaculture; Any other development 

not specified in item 2 or 4. 
 

Prohibited 
Agriculture; Air transport facilities; Airstrips; Animal boarding or training establishments; Boat 

building and repair facilities; Boat launching ramps; Charter and tourism boating facilities; Co-

living housing; Correctional centres; Creative industries; Crematoria; Eco-tourist facilities; 

Electricity generating works; Extractive industries; Farm buildings; Forestry; Garden centres; 

Hardware and building supplies; Heavy industrial storage establishments; Helipads; High 

technology industries; Home occupations (sex services); Industrial retail outlets; Industrial training 

facilities; Industries; Jetties; Landscaping material supplies; Local distribution premises; Marinas; 

Mooring pens; Moorings; Multi dwelling housing; Open cut mining; Residential flat buildings; 

Restricted premises; Rural industries; Rural workers’ dwellings; Sewerage systems; Sex services 

premises; Specialised retail premises; Timber yards; Warehouse or distribution centres; Water 

recreation structures. 
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HILLTOPS LEP 2022 – RU1 – Primary Production – Reserve 82930 – Unnamed Reserve 

Harden; Reserve 79099 BJ Stocks Memorial Park 
 

Objectives of zone 
• To encourage sustainable primary industry production by maintaining and enhancing the  

   natural resource base. 

• To encourage diversity in primary industry enterprises and systems appropriate for the area. 

• To minimise the fragmentation and alienation of resource lands. 

• To minimise conflict between land uses within this zone and land uses within adjoining zones. 

• To encourage competitive rural production and associated economic development by  

   maintaining and enhancing— 

(a) local and regional transport and communications connectivity, and 

(b) accessibility to national and global supply chains. 

• To maintain areas of high conservation value vegetation. 

• To encourage development that is in accordance with sound management and land 

   capability practices, and that takes into account the natural resources of the locality. 

• To protect and enhance the water quality of receiving watercourses and groundwater  

    systems and to reduce land degradation. 

• To encourage the development of non-agricultural land uses that are compatible with the 

   character of the zone and sustain high quality rural amenity. 
 

Permitted without consent 
Environmental protection works; Extensive agriculture; Forestry; Home Occupations. 
 

Permitted with consent 
Aquaculture; Bed and breakfast accommodation; Cellar door premises; Dwelling houses; 

Extractive industries; Farm buildings; Farm stay accommodation; Intensive livestock agriculture; 

Intensive plant agriculture; Light industries; Open cut mining; Roads; Roadside stalls; Rural 

workers’ dwellings; Secondary dwellings; Any other development not specified in item 2 or 4 
 

Prohibited 
Amusement centres; Boat building and repair facilities; Car parks; Centre-based child care 

facilities; Commercial premises; Creative industries; Depots; Educational establishments; 

Entertainment facilities; Exhibition homes; Exhibition villages; Freight transport facilities; Health 

services facilities; Heavy industrial storage establishments; High technology industries; Home 

occupations (sex services); Industrial retail outlets; Industrial training facilities; Industries; Local 

distribution premises; Marinas; Mortuaries; Passenger transport facilities; Places of public worship; 

Port facilities; Registered clubs; Residential accommodation; Respite day care centres; 

Restricted premises; School-based child care; Service stations; Sex services premises; Storage 

premises; Tourist and visitor accommodation; Transport depots; Truck depots; Vehicle body 

repair workshops; Vehicle repair stations; Warehouse or distribution centres; Wholesale supplies. 

 

Express authorisation of leases, licences and other estates – 

Park 
 

Leases, Licences and other estates formalise the use of community land by community 

groups such as non-profit organisations, or by commercial organisations and individuals 

providing facilities and services for public use that aligns with the reserve purpose of the 

land.  Activities should be compatible with the zoning and reserve purpose of the land 

and provide benefits and services for facilities to the users of the lands.  

 

This Plan of Management expressly authorises the issue of leases, licences and other 

estates over the lands contained in this Plan of Management categorised as Park 

provided that:.   

• the purpose is consistent with the core objectives for the category of the land. 
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• the lease, licence or other estate is for a permitted purpose listed in the Local 

Government Act 1993 or the Local Government Regulations 2005.  

• the issue of the lease, licence or other estate and the provisions of the lease, 

licence or other estate can be validated by the provisions of the Native Title Act 

1993.  

• the land is not subject to a claim under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983.  

• the lease, licence or other estate is granted and notified in accordance with 

the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 or the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2021. 

• the issue of the lease, licence or other estate will not materially harm the use of 

the land for any of the purposes for which it was dedicated or reserved.  

The terms of the authorisation for a lease licence or other estate should include Native 

Title assessment and validation under the Native Title Act 1993 and should include 

advice that the land is not subject to a claim under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 

1983.  

The authorisation should ensure the proper management and maintenance of the land 

and the interests of Council and the public are protected.  

A lease is normally issued where exclusive control of all or part of an area by a user is 

proposed. In all other instances a licence or short-term licence or hire agreement will 

be issued.  

This Plan of Management expressly authorises the issue of Leases, Licences and other 

Estates over the Reserve, provided that: Areas held under lease, licence or regular 

occupancy shall be maintained by the user where appropriate. The user will be 

responsible for maintenance and outgoings as defined in the lease or licence or 

agreement for use. 

Lease or Licence over the area Categorised as Park contained in this Plan of 

Management: Nil. 
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APPENDICES 
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Appendix A1 – Community land covered by this plan of 

management 

The lands contained in this Plan of Management and listed in the table below are 

owned by the Crown and Hilltops Council is the Crown Land Manager in accordance 

with the legislation and conditions imposed by the Minister administering the Crown 

Land Management Act 2016.  

The management and use of the lands are not subject to any additional condition, 

restriction or covenant imposed by the owner. 

 

RESERVE 

NO. 

RESERVE NAME 

& COMMON 

NAME 

LOT & DP 
RESERVE 

PURPOSE 

GAZETTAL 

DATE 

ASSIGNED 

CATEGORY 

CURRENT 

LEASES/ 

LICENCES 

D530034 

Wombat 

Recreation 

Ground 

Whole: 

Lot 1 

Section 

12 DP 

759105 

Public 

Recreation 
22/08/1900 Park Nil. 

54275 Tresilian Park 

Whole: 

Lot 2 

Section 

68 DP 

759144. 

Municipal 

Purposes. 
19/11/1920 Park Nil. 

73435 
Galong Park 
(Limestone Park) 

Whole: 

Lots 160, 

173, 202, 

219 DP 

753614 

Children’s 

Playground; 

Public 

Recreation 

03/02/1950 Park Nil. 

75899 
Memorial Park 
(Koorawatha) 

Whole: 

Lots 6, 8 

Section 

12 DP 

758580 

Public 

Recreation 
08/05/1953 Park Nil. 

79099 
BJ Stocks 

Memorial Park 

Whole: 

Lot 179 

DP 

753607 

Children’s 

Playground 
23/11/1956 Park Nil. 

79300 

Railway 

Station 

Reserve 

(Bribaree) 

Whole: 

Lot 7010 

DP 93615 

Public 

Recreation 
25/01/1957 Park  Nil. 

82930 

Public 

Recreation 

Reserve 

(Harden) 

Whole: 

Lots 699-

701 DP 

753624 

Public 

Recreation 
25/11/1960 Park Nil. 
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Appendix A2 – Detailed Information, Maps and Gazettal  
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RESERVE 530034 – WOMBAT RECREATION GROUND 
 

Reserve No. 530034 Gazetted Date 22-08-1900 

Reserve Type DEDICATION Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name WOMBAT RECREATION GROUND Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose Public Recreation Local Aboriginal Land Council YOUNG 

Suburb WOMBAT Area  36,248.01 

Lots Whole: Lot 1 Section 12 DP 759105 Parish  WILKIE County  HARDEN 

Zoning RE1 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification Community Category Park 
 

 
Map of Reserve categorised as Park 

The reserve is accessed from Manning Street.  The recreation area is well grassed with plentiful 

shade trees around the perimeter. 

 

Wombat (population approx. 280) is located 14km south of Young on the Olympic Highway. 

Wombat came into existence in the early 1860s as one of the outlying fields of the Lambing Flat 

goldrush and was named after the number of Wombats that were found in the area. After gold 

mining ceased a small population remained and a post office, public schools and churches were 

established in the mid 1860’s.   The Wombat Progress Association has close ties with the recreation 

reserves within the town and is instrumental in strategic management of the reserve which is of 

importance to the community. 
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RESERVE 530034 – WOMBAT RECREATION GROUND 

Reserve 530034 was Dedicated by Proclamation for the purpose of Public Recreation by Gazette 

published on 22 August 1900.  

 

 

 

 

Reserve 530034 is zoned RE1- Public Recreation under the Hilltops LEP 2022. 

Leases/Licences – Nil. 

LOCAL ABORIGNAL LAND COUNCIL: YOUNG 

 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 

Council has been advised of the following unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims that have been 

lodged over the land contained in Reserve 530034.  

 

1. ALC 24241 LODGED ON 08/03/2010 BY NSW ALC OVER 1/12/759105.              

2. ALC 24263 LODGED 11/03/2010 OVER 1/12/759105, 105/750601 AND 105/750601.     
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RESERVE 54275 – TRESILIAN PARK 

Reserve No. 54275 Gazetted Date 19-11-1920 

Reserve Type RESERVE Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name TRESILIAN PARK Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose MUNICIPAL PURPOSES Local Aboriginal Land Council YOUNG 

Suburb YOUNG Area  1,052.78 

Lots Whole: Lot 2 Section 68 DP 759144 Parish  YOUNG County MONTEAGLE 

Zoning RE1 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification COMMUNITY Category PARK 

 

 

Map of Reserve categorised as Park 

The town of Young originally known as Lambing Flat was gazetted in 1861. Young is the largest 

town in the Hilltops region and is renowned for its importance during the gold rush era and its 

current status as one of the richest areas for the growing of wheat, wool and stone fruits and 

being known as the cherry capital of Australia. 
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RESERVE 54275 – TRESILIAN PARK 

 

Reserve 54275 was reserved from Sale for Municipal Purposes by Gazette published on 19 

November 1920.  

Reserve 54275 is zoned RE1 under Hilltops LEP 2022. 

Leases/Licences: Nil. 

 

The reserve is accessed through Reserve 78952 (Young Aquatic Centre) and contains part of the 

Variety Livvi’s Place project by the Children’s Charity and the Touched by Olivia Foundation. The 

aim of the foundation is to create inclusive play spaces across Australia that let children of all 

ages and abilities enjoy playing in a community setting. The play area was fully funded by the 

NSW government 
 

The reserve is well grassed and the Adventure Playground components situated on the reserve 

are in excellent as new condition. 
 

LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL: YOUNG 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 

Council has not been advised of unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims over this reserve.   
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RESERVE 73435 – GALONG PARK (LIMESTONE PARK) 

Reserve No. 73425 Gazetted Date 03-02-1950 

Reserve Type RESERVE Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name GALONG PARK (LIMESTONE PARK) Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose Children’s Playground;  

Public Recreation 

Local Aboriginal Land Council ONERWAL 

Suburb GALONG Area  4,065.50 

Lots Lots 160, 173, 202, 219 DP 753614 Parish  GALONG County  HARDEN 

Zoning RU5 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification Community Category Park 

 

 

Map of Reserve categorised as Park 

Galong is a small and historic village situated between Harden and Boorowa NSW. Galong has 

Irish roots with squatter and former Irish convict Ned Ryan taking up land in the area around 

1830.  The town is well known for its cemetery which was originally part of Ryan’s estate.  The 

major industry in the town is the limestone open-cut mine, the Galong deposit was first mined in 

1885, and now produces lime for agricultural use yielding abut one quarter of the requirements 

for lime for the state of NSW. Galong has an active Progress Association and is the driving force 

behind the strategic management of many civic areas including the park which are of great 

importance to the village. 
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RESERVE 73435 – GALONG PARK (LIMESTONE PARK) 

 

 

 
Reserve 73435 was reserved from Sale and Lease generally for the purposes of a Children’s 

Playground and Public Recreation by Gazette on 3 February 1950.   

Reserve 7435 is Zoned RU5- Village under the Hilltops LEP 2022. 

Leases/Licences: Nil. 

The reserve is of importance to the community as a recreation area. The reserve is well grassed 

with shade trees and landscaping. The reserve contains various infrastructure such as a picnic 

shelter, signage and a monument. 

 

LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL: ONERWAL 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 

Council has been advised of the following unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims that have been 

lodged over the land contained in Reserve 73435.  

1. ALC 38689 LODGED ON 01/04/2015 BY NSW ALC OVER LOTS 160,173, 202/753614.    

2. ALC 41391 LODGED ON 01/10/2016 BY NSW ALC OVER 160/753614.  

3. ALC 41392 LODGED ON 01/10/2016 BY NSW ALC OVER 173/753614.  

4. ALC 41393 LODGED ON 11/10/2016 BY NSW ALC OVER 202/753614. 
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RESERVE 75899 – MEMORIAL PARK – KOORAWATHA 

 
Reserve No. 75899 Gazetted Date 03-05-1953 

Reserve Type RESERVE Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name MEMORIAL PARK (KOORAWATHA) Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose Public Recreation Local Aboriginal Land Council  

Suburb KOORAWATHA Area  2,410.46 

Lots Lots 6, 8 Section 12 DP 758580 Parish  ILLUNE County MONTEAGLE 

Zoning RU5 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification Community Category Park 

 

 

 
Map of Reserve categorised as Park 

 

The town was proclaimed ‘Koorowatha’ in 1861, the spelling of the name was changed in 1887. 

Koorawatha (Pop approx. 420+)  is situated on the Olympic Highway between Cowra and Young 

and is the site of the bushranger Ben Hall’s infamous battles with the police (1864).  It is claimed 

that ‘koorowatha’ is a Wiradjuri word for ‘pine trees’.  

 

The Koorawatha Progress Association has been active in the community for many years and 

had recently secured funding to create a new children’s playground for the park that will allow 

younger members of the community to enjoy a modern facility which challenges, excites and 

promotes an active and healthy lifestyle. A community market is held monthly. 

 

 

 

RESERVE 75899 – MEMORIAL PARK – KOORAWATHA 
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Reserve 75899 was reserved from Sale and Lease generally for the purpose of Public Recreation 

by Gazette on 8 May 1953. 

Reserve 75899 is zoned RU5 – Village – under the Hilltops LEP 2022. 

Koorawatha Memorial Park is of local heritage significance. 
 

Leases/Licences: Nil. 

 

The reserve provides for valuable recreation space and is adjacent to the Council owned 

Koorawatha War Memorial Park, tennis Courts, recreation area and amenities situated on Lots 1 

& 2 Section 12, DP 758580 which has Local Heritage listing on the Hilltops Local Environmental 

Plan 2022 .  The reserve is well grassed and is in good condition. 

This public recreation space was originally established to commemorate those whose service in 

World Wars I and II. It was developed to contain community tennis courts and picnic facilities 

which are partly contained on adjacent Council owned land.  The park has continued to be 

developed over the years by community endeavour. 

 

 
 

LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL: COWRA 
 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 

Council has not been advised of unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims over this reserve.   
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RESERVE 79099 – B J STOCKS MEMORIAL PARK – HARDEN 

Reserve No. 79099 Gazetted Date 23-11-1956 

Reserve Type RESERVE Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name BJ STOCKS MEMORIAL PARK Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose Children’s Playground Local Aboriginal Land Council YOUNG 

Suburb CUNNINGAR Area  1,996.09 

Lots Whole: Lot 179 DP 753607 Parish  CUNNINGAR County HARDEN 

Zoning RU1 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification Community Category Park 
 

 

Map of Reserve categorised as Park 

The BJ Stocks Memorial Park reserve adjoins Council owned land on Railway Loop Road, 

Cunningar and is zoned RU1 under Hilltops LEP 2022. 

 

Cunningar is located to the east of Harden. The village of Cunningar was proclaimed in 1857 

and the site for the town was proclaimed in 1881. Cunningar lies on the main Southern rail line 

and has a grain siding and storage facility. 
 

Leases/Licences: Nil. 
 

The reserve was reserved from Sale for the purpose of a Children’s Playground on 23 November 

1956.  
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RESERVE 79099 – B J STOCKS MEMORIAL PARK – HARDEN 
 

The park and Crown reserve area were named as a memorial to B.J. Stocks Veteran and 

Master Farmer in the region.   
 

Excerpt from The Farmer and Settler 29 January 1926. There are few men in Australian producing 

circles that have not heard of Ben Stocks. He has pioneered in five states. – he knows the land as few 

men do and out of the kindness of his big heart and from the wealth of his amazing experience he 

has equipped men innumerable for the battle of life on the soil. To those employed he is a mentor 

rather than master, he takes deep pride in teaching all he knows to those that come to work on his 

farm, and when they strike out for themselves his advice decides the holdings they buy and the plans 

by which they shape their future lives. He can stand on a hill in his paddock and north, south, east 

and west can see the cosy prosperous farms of many men for whom he has provided the opportunity 

of success. 
 

 
1928 - 68 Members of the House of Commons from England  

visited ‘Lindon Hills’ Cunningar, as a model mixed farm. 

       
 

 

 

                                                         

Yass Tribune Courier 14 October 1937 

 

  

 

 
                             Benjamin James Stocks 1873-1964   

Who’s Who in Australia 1929                                                           

               

LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL: YOUNG 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS -Council has not been advised of unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims 

over this reserve. 
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RESERVE 79300 – RAILWAY STATION RESERVE (BRIBBAREE) 

 
Reserve No. 79300 Gazetted Date 25-01-1957 

Reserve Type RESERVE Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name RAILWAY STATION RESERVE (BRIBBAREE) Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose Public Recreation Local Aboriginal Land Council YOUNG 

Suburb BRIBBAREE Area  6,948.95 

Lots Whole: Lot 7010 DP 93615 Parish  WEEDALLION County BLAND 

Zoning RU5 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification Community Category Park 

 

 
A survey of this reserve will determine the correct boundaries. 

LRS mapping can be inaccurate in relation to the position of roads and lots. 

 

The reserve is well grassed and is kept in good condition.   

The reserve adjoins Reserve 530024 (Anzac Park) War Memorial dedicated 1958. 

 

          
 

Bribbaree is a small village 38km north-west of Young. The village was developed after the 

construction of the Stockinbingal-Forbes railway line. Bribbaree was declared a village on 6 July 

1917. Although small Bribbaree has a big heart and the Bribbaree Progress Association and the 

Bribbaree Creative CommUnity Development Group play a part in community development.  
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RESERVE 79300 – RAILWAY STATION RESERVE (BRIBBAREE) 
 

 

 

 

 

Reserve 79301 was reserved from Sale and Lease generally by Gazette on 25 January 1957. 

Reserve 79301 is zoned RU5 Village under Hilltops LEP 2022. 

Leases/Licences: Nil. 

 

 

LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL: YOUNG 
 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 

Council has not been advised of unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims over this reserve. 
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RESERVE 82930 – PUBLIC RECREATION RESERVE – HARDEN 

 
Reserve No. 82930 Gazetted Date 25-11-1960 

Reserve Type RESERVE Management Type Council CLM 

Reserve Name (UNNAMED) Manager HILLTOPS COUNCIL 

Purpose Public Recreation Local Aboriginal Land Council YOUNG 

Suburb HARDEN Area  26,698.17 

Lots Whole: Lots 699-701 DP 753624 Parish  MURRIMBOOLA County HARDEN 

Zoning RU1 HILLTOPS LEP 2022 Classification Community Category Park 

 

 
Map of Reserve categorised as Park.       

 

The Reserve is well grassed and in good condition.  Access is via an unformed road via 

Saleyards Road, Harden. 

 

Harden-Murrumburrah is a twin township and community located 33km south of Young.  In the 

late 1820’s ‘Murrumburra’ was established, Gold was found in the area in the 1850’s.  The twin 

towns share a rich history of gold mining and of wheat and wool growing. 
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RESERVE 82930 – PUBLIC RECREATION RESERVE - HARDEN 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reserve 82930 was reserved from Sale for the purpose of Public Recreation by Gazette on 25 

November 1960. 

 

Reserve 82930 is zoned RU1 – Primary Production under Hilltops LEP 2022. 

 

Leases/Licences: Nil. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL: YOUNG 
 

ABORIGINAL LAND CLAIMS 

Council has not been advised of unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims over this reserve. 
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Appendix A3 – Plan of Management Legislative Framework 

Local Government Act 1993 

Section 35 of the Local Government Act 1993 provides that community land can only be used in 

accordance with: 

• the plan of management applying to that area of community land, and 

• any law permitting the use of the land for a specified purpose or otherwise regulating the use of 

the land, and 

• the provisions of Division 2 of Chapter 6 of the Act. 

Section 36 of the Act provides that a plan of management for community land must identify the 

following: 

a) the category of the land, 

b) the objectives and performance targets of the plan with respect to the land, 

c) the means by which the council proposes to achieve the plan’s objectives and performance 

targets, 

d) the manner in which the council proposes to assess its performance with respect to the plan’s 

objectives and performance targets, 

and may require the prior approval of the council to the carrying out of any specified activity on 

the land. 

A plan of management that applies to just one area of community land: 

a) must include a description of: 

(i) the condition of the land, and of any buildings or other improvements on the land, as at the 

date of adoption of the plan of management, and 

(ii) the use of the land and any such buildings or improvements as at that date, and 

b) must: 

(i) specify the purposes for which the land, and any such buildings or improvements, will be 

permitted to be used, and 

(ii) specify the purposes for which any further development of the land will be permitted, whether 

under lease or licence or otherwise, and 

(iii) describe the scale and intensity of any such permitted use or development. 

Land is to be categorised as one or more of the following: 

a) a natural area 

b) a sportsground 

c) a park 

d) an area of cultural significance  

e) general community use. 

Land that is categorised as a natural area is to be further categorised as one or more of the 

following: 

a) bushland 

b) wetland 

c) escarpment 

d) watercourse 

e) foreshore 

f) a category prescribed by the regulations. 

Additionally, under section 36 of the Local Government Act 1993, a site-specific PoM must be 

made for land declared: 

• as critical habitat, or directly affected by a threat abatement plan or a recovery plan under 

threatened species laws (sections 36A(2) and 36B(3)) 

• by council to contain significant natural features (section 36C(2)) 

• by council to be of cultural significance (section 36D(2)). 
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Classification of public land 

The Local Government Act 1993 requires classification of public land into either ‘community’ or 

‘operational’ land (Section 26). The classification is generally made for council-owned public 

land by the Council’s Local Environmental Plan (LEP) or in some circumstances by a resolution of 

the Council (Section 27). 

Crown reserves managed by Council as Crown Land Manager have been classified as 

Community land upon commencement of the Crown Land Management Act 2016. Councils 

may manage these Crown reserves as Operational land if written consent is obtained from the 

Minister administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016. 

Classification of land has a direct effect on the Council’s ability to dispose of or alienate land by 

sale, leasing, licensing or some other means. Under the Local Government Act 1993, Community 

land must not be sold (except for scheduled purposes), exchanged or otherwise disposed of by 

the Council, and the land must be used and managed in accordance with an adopted Plan of 

Management. In addition, Community land is subject to strict controls relating to leases and 

licences (sections 45, 46, 46A and 47) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

By comparison, no such restrictions apply to operational land that is owned by councils. For 

example, Operational land can be sold, disposed, exchanged or leased including exclusive use 

over the land, unencumbered by the requirements which control the use and management of 

Community land. Crown reserves managed by Council as Operational land may generally be 

dealt with as other Operational land but may not be sold or otherwise disposed of without the 

written consent of the Minister administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016. 

Operational land would usually include land held as a temporary asset or an investment, land 

which facilitates the Council carrying out its functions or land which may not be open to the 

general public (for example, a works depot). 

The classification or re-classification of Council-owned public land will generally be achieved by 

a Local Environmental Plan (LEP) or by a resolution of Council in accordance with sections 31, 32 

and 33 of the Local Government Act 1993. If land is not classified by resolution within a three-

month period from acquisition it automatically becomes Community land, regardless of whether 

it satisfies the objectives for Community land as outlined in the Local Government Act 1993. 

For Crown land, Council cannot reclassify Community land as Operational land without consent 

of the Minister administering the Crown Land Management Act 2016.  

Crown Land Management Act 2016 

Crown reserves are land set aside on behalf of the Community for a wide range of public 

purposes, including environmental and heritage protection, recreation and sport, open space, 

community halls, special events and government services.  

Crown land is governed by the Crown Land Management Act 2016, which provides a 

framework for the State government, local Councils and members of the community to work 

together to provide care, control and management of Crown reserves. 

Under the Crown Land Management Act 2016, Councils manage Crown land as if it were public 

land under the Local Government Act 1993. However, it must still be managed in accordance 

with the purpose of the land and cannot be used for an activity incompatible with its purpose – 

for example, Crown land assigned the purpose of ‘environmental protection’ cannot be used in 

a way that compromises its environmental integrity. 

Councils must also manage Crown land in accordance with the objects and principles of 

Crown Land Management outlined in the Crown Land Management Act 2016. The objects and 

principles are the key values that guide Crown Land Management to benefit the community 

and to ensure that Crown land is managed for sustainable, multiple uses. 

Principles of Crown Land Management 

• Environmental protection principles are to be observed in the management and 

administration of Crown land. 
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• The natural resources of Crown land (including water, soil, flora, fauna and scenic 

quality) will be conserved wherever possible. 

• Public use and enjoyment of appropriate Crown land is to be encouraged. 

• Where appropriate, multiple uses of Crown land should be encouraged. 

• Where appropriate, Crown land should be used and managed in such a way that both 

the land and its resources are sustained. 

• Crown land is to be occupied, used, sold, leased, licensed or otherwise dealt with in the 

best interests of the State of NSW, consistent with the above principles. 

Crown Land Management Compliance 

In addition to management and use of Crown reserves that is aligned with the reserve 

purpose(s), there are other influences over Council management of Crown reserves.  

For example:  Crown land managers may have conditions attached to any appointment 

instruments, or councils may have to comply with specific or general Crown land management 

rules that may be published in the NSW Government Gazette. Councils must also comply with 

any Crown land regulations that may be made. 

Native Title Act 1993 

The Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993 recognises and protects native title rights and interests. 

The objects of the Native Title Act are to:  

• provide for the recognition and protection of native title  

• establish ways in which future dealings affecting native title may proceed and to set 

standards for those dealings 

• establish a mechanism for determining claims to native title 

• provide for, or permit, the validation of past acts invalidated because of the existence of 

native title.  

The Native Title Act 1993 may affect use of Crown land, particularly development and granting 

of tenure. 

Specifically, the Crown Land Management Act 2016 makes it mandatory for Council to engage 

or employ a Native Title Manager. This role provides advice to Council as to how the Council’s 

dealings and activities on Crown land can be valid or not valid in accordance with the Native 

Title Act. 

Council must obtain the written advice from an accredited Native Title Manager that Council 

complies with any applicable provisions of the Native Title legislation when: 

a) granting leases, licences, permits, forestry rights, easements or rights of way over the 

land 

b) mortgaging the land or allowing it to be mortgaged 

c) imposing, requiring or agreeing to covenants, conditions or other restrictions on use (or 

removing or releasing, or agreeing to remove or release, covenants, conditions or other 

restrictions on use) in connection with dealings involving the land 

d) approving (or submitting for approval) a plan of management for the land that 

authorises or permits any of the kinds of dealings referred to in (a), (b) or (c). 

Council plans and policies relating to this plan of management 

Council has developed plans and policies that are concerned to some extent with the 

management of community land. These documents have been considered when preparing this 

Plan of Management. 

The following is a list of documents that have a direct association with this Plan of Management: 

Hilltops Council Community Strategic Plan 2022-2023 

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/council/council-policies-plans/ 

Hilltops Council Delivery Program 2022-2026 

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/council/council-policies-plans/
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https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hilltops-Council-DeliveryProgram-

2022-2026.pdf 

Hilltops Council Operation Plan 2023-2024  

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Operational-Plan-2023-2024-

Adopted-28-June-2023.pdf 

Other state and Commonwealth legislation 

NSW state legislation 
 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 provides the framework for planning and 

development across NSW and guides environmental planning instruments which provide a basis 

for development control.  

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 ensures that effects on the natural 

environment, along with social and economic factors, are considered by the council when 

granting approval for or undertaking works, developments or activities.  

This Act is also the enabling legislation for planning policies which may have a direct influence 

on open space management. On a state-wide level there are State Environmental Planning 

Policies (SEPPs). On a regional level there are Regional Environmental Plans (REPs). On a local 

level there are Local Environmental Plans (LEPs) as well as Development Control Plans (DCPs). 

Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983  is important legislation that recognises the rights of 

Aboriginal people in NSW. It recognises the need of Aboriginal people for land and 

acknowledges that land for Aboriginal people in the past was progressively reduced without 

compensation. Crown land meeting certain criteria may be granted to an Aboriginal Land 

Council. This Act may affect dealings with Crown land that is potentially claimable. 

National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 

Statutory responsibilities on the council arising from this Act specifically relate to the protection 

of sites of pre- and post-European contact archaeological significance. This Act may affect 

community land categorised as cultural significance, natural area or park. 

Coastal Management Act 2016 

The Coastal Management Act 2016 (the Act) establishes a strategic framework and objectives 

for managing coastal issues in NSW. The Act promotes strategic and integrated management, 

use and development of the coast for the social, cultural, and economic wellbeing of the 

people of NSW. 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

This Act covers conservation of threatened species, populations and ecological communities, 

the protection of native flora and fauna. This Act primarily relates to community land 

categorised as natural area. However, other categories may also be affected.  

The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 has been repealed and superseded by the 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016. However, references to the former legislation remain in the 

Local Government Act 1993 and are therefore retained in this guideline. 

The Departments Energy, Environment and Science division advises that recovery plans and 

threat abatement plans made under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 were 

repealed on the commencement of the Biodiversity Conservation Act in 2017. These plans have 

not been preserved by any savings and transitional arrangement under the Biodiversity 

Note: This Act repealed several pieces of legislation including the Native Vegetation Act 2003, Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995, the Nature Conservation Trust Act 2001, and the animal and plant provisions of 
the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 

https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hilltops-Council-DeliveryProgram-2022-2026.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Hilltops-Council-DeliveryProgram-2022-2026.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Operational-Plan-2023-2024-Adopted-28-June-2023.pdf
https://www.hilltops.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Operational-Plan-2023-2024-Adopted-28-June-2023.pdf
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/%23/view/act/2016/63
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Conservation Act 2016 or the Local Government Act 1993, meaning pre-existing plans have no 

legal effect.  

For this reason, requirements relating to recovery plans and threat abatement plans for local 

councils preparing plans of management under section 36B of the Local Government Act 2016 

are now redundant. Councils will be advised if future amendments are made to the Local 

Government Act 1993 to enable these mechanisms. 

Certain weeds are also declared noxious under this Act, which prescribes categories to which 

the weeds are assigned, and these control categories identify the course of action which needs 

to be carried out on the weeds. A weed may be declared noxious in part or all of the state. 

Fisheries Management Act 1994  

The Fisheries Management Act 1994 includes provisions for the management of state fisheries, 

including the conservation of fish habitats, threatened species, populations and ecological 

communities of fish and marine vegetation and management of the riparian zone, waterways 

and threatened marine/freshwater aquatic species. This relates to community land categorised 

as natural area (foreshore, watercourse or wetland). 

Where an area of community land is declared to be critical habitat, or if that area is affected 

by a recovery plan or threat abatement plan under Part 7A of the Fisheries Management Act 

1994, a site-specific plan of management will need to be undertaken. 

Rural Fires Act 1997 

This Act contains provisions for bushfire risk management and the establishment of a Bushfire 

Management Committee. It also includes direction on development in bushfire prone lands.  

Water Management Act 2000  

This Act is based on the concept of ecologically sustainable development, and its objective is to 

provide for the sustainable and integrated management of the water sources of the state for 

the benefit of both present and future generations. The Act recognises: 

• the fundamental health of our rivers and groundwater systems and associated wetlands, 

floodplains, estuaries has to be protected 

• the management of water must be integrated with other natural resources such as 

vegetation, native fauna, soils and land 

• to be properly effective, water management must be a shared responsibility between 

the government and the community 

• water management decisions must involve consideration of environmental, social, 

economic, cultural and heritage aspects 

• social and economic benefits to the state will result from the sustainable and efficient 

use of water. 

Heritage Act 1977 

This Act contains provisions for the conservation of items of heritage and may relate to 

community land categorised as cultural significance or natural area. 

Commonwealth legislation 

Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Management Act 1999 

This Act enables the Australian Government to join with the states and territories in providing a 

national scheme of environment and heritage protection and biodiversity conservation. It 

incorporates threatened species on a national level and with relevance to Matters of National 

Environmental Significance. 

 

Telecommunications Act 1997  

This Act provides for telecommunication facilities being permitted on community land without 

authorisation in a Plan of Management. 
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State Environmental Planning Policies 

*State Environmental Planning Policy no. 19 – Bushland in urban areas - Now State Environmental 

Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 

This planning policy deals with bushland in urban areas, so is applicable to Plans of 

Management for community land categorised as Natural Area – Bushland. 

*State Environmental Planning Policy (Vegetation in Non-Rural Areas) 2017 - Now State 

Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation) 2021 

This policy deals with clearing of native vegetation in urban areas and land zoned for 

environmental protection. 
 

Planning circular – PS 21-007 – Consolidation of state environmental planning policies 

(nsw.gov.au) 

 

State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport & Infrastructure) 2021 

This planning policy lists development allowed with consent or without consent on community 

land. 
 

Other relevant legislation, policies, and plans 
 

Biosecurity Act 2015 

Catchment Management Authorities Act 2003 

Companion Animals Act 1998 

Disability Discrimination Act 1992  

Local Land Services Act 2013 

Operations Act 1997 

Pesticides Act 1999 

Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

Retail Leases Act 1994 

Soil Conservation Act 1938 

NSW Invasive Species Plan 2008-2015 

National Local Government Biodiversity Strategy 

NSW Biodiversity Strategy 

Australian Natural Heritage Charter  

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-03/planning-circular-ps-21-007-consolidation-of-state-environmental-planning-policies.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-03/planning-circular-ps-21-007-consolidation-of-state-environmental-planning-policies.pdf
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Appendix A4 – Aboriginal interests in Crown land 

Crown land has significant spiritual, social, cultural and economic importance to the Aboriginal 

peoples of NSW. The Crown Land Management Act 2016 recognises and supports Aboriginal 

rights, interests and involvement in Crown land.  

The management of Crown land can be impacted by the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth) and the 

Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW).  

Native Title  

Native Title describes the rights and interests that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

have in land and waters according to their traditional law and customs. Native Title is governed 

by the Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993.  

Native Title does not transfer the land to the native title holder, but recognises the right to land 

and water by providing access to the land and, if applicable, compensation for any loss, 

diminution, impairment or other effect of the act on their Native Title rights and interests. 

All Crown land in NSW can be subject to a native title claim under the Native Title Act. A Native 

Title claim does not generally affect Crown land where Native Title has been extinguished or it is 

considered excluded land.  

When preparing a Plan of Management, Council is required to employ or engage a qualified 

Native Title Manager to provide advice and validate acts (developments and tenures) over the 

reserve, in line with the Native Title Act 1993, Councils as manager of the land are not 

responsible to determine if Native Title has been extinguished over the Crown land that it 

manages. The most effective way to validate acts under the Native Title Act is to ensure all 

activities align with the reserve purpose of the land.  

If Native Title rights are found to exist on Crown land, Council as Crown Land Manager of the 

land may be liable to pay compensation for acts that impact on Native Title rights and interests. 

This compensation liability arises for local Councils whether or not the act was validated under 

the Native Title Act. 

For further information about Native Title and the future acts framework see the Crown Lands 

website. 

Aboriginal Land Rights 

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 is State legislation that seeks to compensate Aboriginal 

peoples for past dispossession, dislocation and removal of land in NSW (who may or may not 

also be Native Title holders under Commonwealth law).  

Aboriginal Land Claims may be placed on any Crown land in NSW. The Department of Lands 

and Property is responsible for investigating claims as defined in the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 

1983. The claim is assessed against criteria contained in the Act.  If a claim is established, the 

land is transferred to the Aboriginal Land Council as freehold land. There is no appeals process 

for a successful claim. 

At the time of preparing this plan of management, there are two (2) reserves which are 

affected by an undetermined Aboriginal land claim(s). Council has considered the claim(s) in 

development of this Plan of Management.  

The table below lists unresolved Aboriginal Land Claims advised to Council at the time of writing 

this report. 

 

https://www.crownland.nsw.gov.au/protection-and-management/aboriginal-land-rights-and-native-title/native-title
https://www.crownland.nsw.gov.au/protection-and-management/aboriginal-land-rights-and-native-title/native-title
https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/lands/what-we-do/our-work/native-title
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Reserve 

No 

Reserve 

Name 

Reserve 

Purpose(s) 

Local 

Aboriginal 

Land 

Council 

Title 

Details 
Unresolved Claims 

D530034 

Wombat 

Recreation 

Ground 

Public 

Recreation 
YOUNG 

Whole: Lot 1 

Section 12 DP 

759105. 

1. ALC 24241 

LODGED ON 

08/03/2010 BY NSW 

ALC OVER 

1/12/759105.    

           

2. ALC 24263 

LODGED 11/03/2010 

OVER 1/12/759105, 

105/750601 AND 

105/750601.   

 

73435 

Galong Park 

(Limestone 

Park) 

Children’s 

Playground; 

Public 

Recreation 

ONERWAL 

Whole: Lots 

160, 173, 202, 

219 DP 753614. 

1.ALC 38689 

LODGED ON 

01/04/2015 BY NSW 

ALC OVER LOTS 

160,173, 202/753614. 
    

2.ALC 41391 

LODGED ON 

01/10/2016 BY NSW 

ALC OVER 

160/753614.  
 

3.ALC 41392 

LODGED ON 

01/10/2016 BY NSW 

ALC OVER 

173/753614.  
 

4.ALC 41393 

LODGED ON 

11/10/2016 BY NSW 

ALC OVER 

202/753614. 

 

75899 

Memorial 

Park 

(Koorawatha) 

Public 

Recreation 
COWRA 

Whole: Lots 6, 8 

Section 12 DP 

758580. 

Nil. 

54275 Tresillian Park 
Municipal 

Purposes 
YOUNG 

Whole: Lot 2 

Section 68 DP 

759144. 

Nil.  

79099 

BJ Stocks 

Memorial 

Park 

Children’s 

Playground 
YOUNG 

Whole: Lot 179 

DP 753607. 
Nil. 

79300 

Railway 

Station 

Reserve 

(Bribbaree) 

Public 

Recreation 
YOUNG 

Whole: Lot 

7010 DP 93615. 
Nil. 

82930 

Public 

Recreation 

Reserve 

(Harden) 

Public 

Recreation 
YOUNG 

Whole: Lots 

699-701 DP 

753624. 

Nil. 

 


